
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
THE CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

April 21, 2010 
 
ATTENDING: Barry Donahue, Bobby Cummings, Connie Lambert, Craig Hughes, Crystal 
Weddington, Don Woodcock, Jessica Wood, Martha Kurtz, Marwin Britto, Shari Stoddard, Susan 
Donahoe 
 
MEETING CONVENED: The meeting was called to order at 3:19 PM. 
 
CHANGES TO AGENDA:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the agenda as is. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the April 7, 
2010 minutes as is. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
GPA from last 45 credits to Cumulative:  (Crystal Weddington) 
• Prior to 2004 we looked at the Cumulative GPA for admission to the Teacher Preparation 

Program.  In 2004 a student entered the program with a 3.5 GPA, received poor scores, and 
made it all the way to Student Teaching before his GPA fell below a 3.0.  The Advisory 
Council decided to change the requirement, rather than look at Cumulative GPA we currently 
only look at the last 45 credits. The problem with looking at the last 45 credits rather than the 
cumulative is that there’s not a way to track the students throughout the program, it takes too 
long to calculate the GPA.  The SAFARI system calculates the Cumulative GPA and the 
Certification Office calculates the last 45 credits.  If we voted to go back to a cumulative 
GPA, the Certification Office could run a query to see if students have dropped below a 3.0; 
students with a GPA below 3.0 would then receive a letter of conditional admittance.   

• One Advisory Council member pointed out that the Cumulative GPA could hurt students that 
started college 20 years ago and are now transitioning back.   

• Another member pointed out that if a student performs poorly their freshman year, and then 
pulls it together their sophomore year, their Cumulative GPA could still fall below the 
requirement.   

• There was concern voiced that we don’t have a system in place to catch the students who fall 
below the required GPA between admission to the program and Student Teaching.   

• Another concern is that in the catalog it states, “Students must maintain a 3.0 once they are 
admitted to the program”, so we need to track the GPA.   

• The Advisory Council members were asked to think about it, and talk with their faculty.  
This will be added to the next agenda. 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 

Graduate Programs Committee:  (Chair, Robyn Brammer) 
• The following curriculum will be added to the next agenda: 

o TH 554 
o TH 551 
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Undergraduate Curriculum Committee:  (Co-chair, Mark Oursland) 
• Mark was not able to attend the meeting, but did send a written recommendation from the 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 
o PE 498 Movement Analysis 3 

 The committee contacted Kirk Mathias with recommended changes to the course 
description, justification, and assessments for outcomes 2, 4, and 6.  The committee is 
still waiting to hear from Kirk regarding the curriculum.  

o EDLT 414 Teaching Literacy in a Multi-Cultural Setting 
 The committee recommends approval as is.   

o EDLT 415 
 The committee contacted Sharryn Walker with outcome/assessment changes.  Sharryn 

made the changes, and the committee recommends the curriculum as is. 
o EDLT 424 Literacy Across the Curriculum 

 The committee recommends approval as is. 
o Literacy Program 

 The committee recommends approval assuming that the changes to the program will 
take effect in Fall 2011.   

A motion was made to approve the new Literacy Program, EDLT 414, EDLT 415, and 
EDLT 424 as presented, with the condition that recommended changes to the Literacy 
Program will take effect in Fall 2011; the motion was seconded and approved by all.  PE 498 
will be on the next agenda. 
 

P-12 School Based Services Committee:  (Chair, Rexton Lynn) 
• No report 

 
Candidate Admissions, Recruitment, and Retention Committee:  (Chair, Crystal Weddington) 
• The committee will be meeting on Friday May 14th at noon.  The new Student Referral 

Policy and Procedures system will be discussed at the meeting.   
• As of today there are 179 new applications, this number is slightly higher than last year, and 

significantly higher than two years ago.   
 

Diversity and Equity Committee:  (Co-chair, Don Woodcock) 
• No Report 

 
Faculty Development and Candidate Scholarship Committee:  (Chair, Marwin Britto) 
• This year there are fourteen scholarship applicants.   
• The committee will meet on May 7, 2010 to discuss the applicants and the ranking system.  

The presentation meeting date has not been set as of today.   
• There was concern regarding the recommendation letters being ranked on the point scale.  

Marwin informed the committee that the letters are not graded for grammatical errors, but 
rather the enthusiasm level from the recommender.   

• There was also concern voiced that applicants may not get to the presentation level that 
applied to scholarships with significant monetary value.  One suggestion was that they be 
placed on separate scales by scholarship, rather than all lumped together. 
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Educational Technology Advisory Committee:  (Chair, Marwin Britto) 
• The committee will be meeting in May.   
• Last weekend Marwin attended a PESB Site Visit at the University of Washington.  There 

were nine team members, with Larry Lashway as team leader.   
• Marwin recommended that Advisory Council members, given the chance to be on a team, 

accept the opportunity.  This is a great experience that allows you to see things from a 
different perspective.   

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS:  
 
 Assessment Committee:  (Co-chair, Jim DePaepe) 

• No report 
 

Professional Education Advisory Boards: (Connie Lambert and Robyn Brammer) 
• The Teacher PEAB meets for the last time this year on June 11, with the Top Ten Reception 

following.  We currently have an alum in space who went through our program in 1999.  
Becky Watson is requesting that she speak at the PEAB Top Ten Reception.   We should find 
out within the next week or two if she is available.  The reception will be open to all CTL 
faculty, staff, and Education Majors.   

• Robyn’s PEAB will be meeting on May 21, 2010. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Professional Core Curriculum: 
• Per a previous recommendation Pre-Autumn was changed to Field Experience.  Students are 

still encouraged to do the Pre-Autumn, but this way they don’t have to wait a full year if they 
can’t.   

• Concerns were voiced at a CTL Open Forum regarding EFC 410 as a pre-requisite.  EFC 410 
is now a co-requisite along with EFC 416, EDSE 302, EDBL 401, and EFC 440.   

• There will be two open CTL Forums this quarter to discuss the new program.  The first 
forum will be on Thursday May 6, 2010 from 2:00-3:00, and the second will be on May 18, 
2010 from 3:00-4:00.  Angela will be setting up a room for the forum, and an email will go 
out to all faculty members.   

• The changes to the curriculum will go back to the Faculty Senate at the beginning of Fall 
quarter.  The new program will start Fall 2011.  This gives us time to talk with the Content 
Area faculty about their proposals, and time for the Centers to prepare.  In Fall 2011 
everybody (including all Centers) will start the new program at the same time.  The 
committee members voiced approval over this new timeline.   

• We are hoping that the next NCATE visit will be in Fall 2014.  We need three years of data, 
and with the new timeline we will still have that.   

• One of the committee members asked if she could update the program assessments on 
LiveText.  It was suggested that she speak with Barbara Sisko, who will in turn talk to 
LiveText about the change.  All changes should be made prior to Fall 2011 so that we have 
everything in place.   

• The state is hoping to have the new TPAC up and running sometime next year.  The old 
pedagogy assessment is still being used until the new one is developed.   
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• There was a question regarding how important it is to be NCATE accredited now, since there 
are currently only about nine NCATE Accredited schools in WA State.  The cost of being 
NCATE accredited is very high, with Central paying approximately $10,000 in annual 
AACTE and NCATE dues, plus paying for the cost of a team visit every seven years.  In an 
ideal world, with Washington State being an NCATE accredited state, if we pass the state 
visit we should pass the NCATE visit.  Other states have a combined NCATE and State visit 
team, but Washington has two separate teams for each visit. 

• Barry and Connie received a response from Music to the email that was sent on April 12th.   
Music would like the CTL to consider allowing them to substitute their courses for EDCS 
424 so that students can focus on areas that pertain to their career.  Barry will be taking this 
email request to the Steering Committee as well. There was concern voiced from several of 
the council members that allowing one program to substitute now would cause concern 
among the students who are in other programs.  All students and programs should be treated 
the same across the board.  The programs that are planning to propose substituting content 
area courses for EDCS for 424 need to review the OSPI Website for the criteria for Literacy 
across content areas.  Some of the programs have met with Andrea Sledge and Judy 
Backlund to discuss their courses.  It was suggested that Music have a similar meeting. The 
CTL still needs to develop a common rubric for all PEP courses and convene a committee to 
review the proposals.  The Advisory Council at this time feels that the proposals should wait 
until the program, the committee, and the rubric are all in place.   
 

NWATE Conference: 
• Marwin has been involved with NWATE now for seven years.  This year CWU hosted the 

NWATE Conference, and it was a success.  There was concern voiced that the number of 
attendees to the different sessions was low.  As with any conference, you can’t control 
session attendance when people self select presentations to attend.  

• The conference included a wine reception at Gallery One, followed by the group dinner at 
Rodeo City Barbeque with the keynote speaker Terrell Peace.   
 

Concert: 
• Please see Craig if you would like free tickets to a concert on campus tonight. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 4:33 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING: April 12, 2010. 
 


