
MINUTES 
Assessment Committee 
Black Hall, Room 228-19 

March 4, 2010 
 

1. ATTENDING: Crystal Weddington, Henry Williams, Ian Loverro, Ian Quitadamo, James 
DePaepe 

2. MEETING CONVENED: 10:23 am 

3. CHANGES TO AGENDA:  Ian Loverro would like to add ECE Cohort in Yakima not using 
LiveText to the agenda.  Jim explained that they did not need to use LiveText because they 
are not counted under NCATE.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the 
agenda as is. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made seconded and approved to accept the 
March 5, 2009 minutes as is. 

5. NEW BUSINESS: 

 Professional Education Program 

o If the Faculty Senate passes the Professional Sequence on Wednesday March 10, 
2010 there will be an option for the content areas to waive reading and technology in 
the content area.  There needs to be a committee in place to plan exactly how that 
will work.  Everybody needs to be assessed in the same way, so there needs to be a 
common artifact or rubric.  In the PT3 model the instructors came up with the rubric.  
We need to have a group that can come up with ideas and advise the instructors.  A 
suggestion was made that the Assessment Committee should be responsible for 
this, and that they should also work with the Diversity and Equity Committee to 
integrate multiculturalism.   

o The bottom line is that there needs to be a consistent assessment.   

o We need to find a way to be more flexible in our curriculum.  At this time our program 
has a significant amount of credits with very little flexibility.   

o There is concern that if we do not hop on the bandwagon we will be forced into a 
yearlong internship program.  The PT3 data proves that year long internships work 
well.  A suggestion was made to look at Teach for America to see how they conduct 
their yearlong internship program.  There is a new student teaching plan out there 
called a co teaching model, and the school districts really like it.  The co teaching 
model provides more teachers in the classroom, and the school districts are leaning 
towards placing student teachers from other institutions because they have a co 
teaching program.  A year long program will also make placing a student easier, 
because all students would only need to be placed once a year, at the same time. 

o A suggestion was made that the Assessment Committee help the new Professional 
Education Program come up with a common rubric that can be used to assess.  
There was concern voiced that helping come up with a rubric to early would be a 
hindrance and that we should wait until we see how eliminating 424 is going to work, 
and how adding the pre-observation field experience will work.  The argument on the 
other side was that with the removal of 424 there needs to be a common assessment 
of students so the state can see that our students have the competency.  We need to 
be able to say, “We assess them this way”.   
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o A suggestion was made that a site map aligned to the outcomes be created for the 
program.  The map needs to visually clear to students; showing them content in 
some places and the core in others.   

o There was concern that if we keep allowing the content area to become more 
involved, and eliminate more courses from our program, we will eventually become 
the Law and Special Education Department.  It was argued that our program faculty 
would have more freedom to get out into the field to help students.   

o It was suggested that a retreat be held for the Assessment Committee so that they 
can talk about ideas and put a rubric together.  This will be added to the next 
agenda. 

 Accuplacer Test 

o The Accuplacer Test is currently on the plate of Academic Affairs.  There will be an 
update from Tracy at the next meeting.  This will be added to the next agenda. 

 Programs Report Schedule 

o There will be a report from Tracy at the next meeting.  This will be added to the next 
agenda. 

 LiveText 

o There needs to be a discussion on whether or not we are going to continue to use 
LiveText.  It was suggested that a survey be sent to find out what people think.  If we 
decide not to use LiveText then we need to use an alternative.  The downside to an 
alternative is that it would be another program to learn.  This will be added to the 
next agenda. 

 1st and 3rd Year Surveys 

o Jim was on the committee that put together a survey for the state based on the New 
York Study Survey.  The state then proceeded to revamp the survey, sent it out, and 
found the results to be useless.  The state has now decided that they will not do a 
survey so we need to come up with our own survey again.   

o A suggestion was made that we send the survey out to the students via postal mail, 
with return stamped envelopes.  One committee member talked about a survey that 
he sent out via postal service and received a 25% return rate, electronic surveys 
seem to have a much smaller percentage of return rates.   

o A suggestion was made that the survey be distributed before graduation, and then 
again a few years later. 

o Jim will bring his New York Survey to the next meeting. 

 
6. ADJOURNED:  Meeting was adjourned around 10:54 am 


