
Social Theory I 

Soc 350: Social Theory      

Winter 2021 

Professor: Judith Hennessy                                                                       

Phone: 963-1574 

 Virtual  Office hours T-Th 1-3 pm  (zoom link in introductory 

module)                                            

Thursday virtual class meeting: Jan 7, 14, 21 at 10 am ( zoom link in introductory module)  

Email:Judy.Hennessy@cwu.edu   

Contacting me: Please use your cwu.edu email and contact me through my email listed 
above.  Do not use the Inbox area on Canvas.                                                    

Course Description: 

This course explores classical social theory to understand the basis of sociology; its origins, 

historical and intellectual roots, and how the science of sociology emerged in response to 

widespread changes in society.   Given the changes we have experienced in the past year, 

students will (hopefully) realize the relevance of  classical social theory in 

understanding  contemporary social issues. 

The issues of concern to classical theorists- what forces hold society together, what forces 

drive society apart?-- are those of contemporary sociologists. Our study of social theory will 

lead us to a greater understanding of society in the past and present, and society’s 

constitutive elements and processes. 

We will focus primarily on the work of Durkheim, Marx, and Weber. We will also examine 

the insights of Charlotte Gilman and W.E. B. Dubois. The theoretical contributions of these 

theorists include the origins of sociology as a science, the basis of social solidarity or 

cohesion, inequality, conflict and power,  the nature of capitalism and religion, the role of 

authority in social life, the benefits and drawbacks posed by modern bureaucracies, and 

oppression related to gender and race.         

The discussion and writing components of this course are designed to allow students to be 

active participants in acquiring knowledge and understanding of core sociological theories. 

  

Warning!!! This course is reading and writing intensive 



Social Theory is incredibly fascinating and challenging. The reading for this course combines 

original text and secondary explanations as sign posts for the theorists' arguments. Students 

sometimes find the original text to be difficult to grasp. You will need to carefully read the 

original material two or three timesand take an active role in asking questions and sharing 

insights in the discussion to understand the theoretical perspectives we cover and be 

successful in this class. 

  

Course Outcomes:  

• Learning Outcomes and Assessment 

Outcomes Assessments 

Identify and analyze sociology’s core theorists 

and their contribution to sociology 
Canvas Discussion, Essay exams 

Identify and explain core theoretical 

perspectives 

  

Canvas Discussion, Essay Exams 

Demonstrate and apply knowledge of the 

historical and cultural context within which 

core sociological concepts emerged. 

Discussion, Response papers,Essay exams 

Apply core sociological concepts and theory 

to contemporary social concerns 
Canvas Discussion, Response papers, Essay Exams 



Demonstrate critical thinking and writing 

skills through discussion and critique of 

classic sociological theories. 

  

Canvas Discussion, Response papers, Essay Exams 

  

  

Required Text: 

Edles, Laura Desfo and Scott Appelrouth. Sociological Theory in the Classical Era. 3rd edition 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. 

(note: the first two chapters are available as scanned pdf. files in the  course modules for the 

week the reading is assigned  for students whose books may be delayed)  

Course Design: 

This is a Hybrid/ Internet course offered by Central Washington University. The course will 

begin on Tuesday January 5. Guidelines for assignments, discussion, and papers can be found 

in the Introduction to the course module section. Please read the syllabus carefully! 

Course modules are organized in chronological order (week 1, week 2, etc.) by the theorists 

whose work we are studying. Every week I will provide the material we will be covering 

that week, a summary of the week’s assignments, and PowerPoint lectures. 

Your first assignments will be posted in the course module for Week 1. Please pay attention 

to the due dates for the first week's assignments as they differ from the following weeks. 

After the first week,beginning every Monday,  weekly assignments will be posted in course 

modules that are to be completed in a 7 day week period ending Sunday night at 12 

midnight. Each week in the same module you will find a summary of reading assignments, 

and discussion questions for that week. To receive full credit it is very important that you 

complete the assignments by the deadlines specified in the assignment: for discussion topics, 

while earlier postings are recommended, first postings must be done by Thursday at 12 

midnight and response to other student’s threaded discussion postings by Saturday at 12 

midnight; Response papers, weekly feedback, and Exams are due at the end of the assigned 

week, designated as 12 midnight Sunday. 

  



Course requirements: In addition to your readings, students will be responsible for 2 essay 

exams, weekly responses to discussion questions, response papers, and weekly feedback 

comments to the instructor 

  

Activities and Assignments:                 

Class meetings: Every Thursday, the class will meet at the regular class time of 10:00 am, for 

the first two full weeks of class, the class will meet virtually. Beginning on Thursday, Jan 28, 

class will meet in person.  This class time is designed for provide an opportunity for students 

to ask questions and discuss the material.  

Reading Assignments: Each week there will be assigned readings from the Edles and 

Applerouth text plus lectures posted in the appropriate week’s folder in Modules. I have also 

included short videos for most of the theorists, which students have found helpful. 

Please read Suggestions for Reading Comprehension found in the Introduction to the 

Course Module 

Threaded Discussions: Students will participate in weekly discussions on the week’s topics 

through threaded discussions found in the Discussions section. I will provide several 

questions based on the readings for these discussions. Each student will need to respond to 

the main questions by Thursday at 12 midnight and respond to three other student’s 

comments in a meaningful way by midnight Saturday. Late postings will receive points but at 

50% deduction. Late postings are only accepted until the end of the week they are assigned. 

Student’s initial post has a possible 35 points; the three remaining posts have a possible 5 

points each with a weekly total of 50. Participation in discussion will comprise 25% of your 

grade. For the intro week (Jan 5) your first response will be due by Saturday and response to 
others by midnight Sunday 

Please read “Protocol for Discussion” in the Introduction to the Course Module. I have also 

included a grading rubric. 

It is extremely important that you complete the week’s readings before you post your 

discussion response. Your response must reflect your knowledge of the material not opinion, 

speculation, or reflection on personal experience. Students are expected to demonstrate their 

understanding of the theorist’s argument; therefore reading prior to discussion is required. 

Postings that do not follow discussion instructions will receive a grade of 0. 

Paper Projects: Analysis/Critique Papers 

On alternate weeks beginning the first full week of instruction (January 11) students will 

turn in a short (2-3 page) paper in which you further develop your analytic skills and 

understanding of social theory. I will provide prompts or questions for these papers that may 



include explanations of concepts, comparison of theoretical positions, ask you to apply a 

theoretical perspective to a contemporary issue, explore concepts, and/or ask you to 

formulate further questions of the theorist’s work. Papers are worth 30% of your grade.  The 

purpose of this exercise is to develop your analytic skills, the ability to grasp and articulate 

the central points in a given reading assignment, apply classical theories to contemporary 

issues, and to evaluate and draw conclusions from the theorist’s argument. 

You will be responsible for completing 4 short papers. Papers will not be assigned the same 

week as examinations. 

Examinations: There will be a total of two essay examinations, a midterm and final. The 

format will be similar to the weekly papers. Please check exam due dates and plan 

accordingly. Exams will comprise 40% of your grade. Students will be given the test 

questions for the midterm exam on Tuesday and the completed exas will be due Sundays at 

12 midnight; for the final, students will receive test questions on the Monday of finals week 

with completed exams due on Friday at midnight. Please keep these dates in mind, when 

doing work and family scheduling. 

Student Feedback: Each week students are required to submit feedback to the instructor in 

the form of comment(s) about how the course is going. Feedback is worth 5 % of your grade. 

Comments are due by midnight on Sunday. This helps me be aware of your progress and 

gives you the opportunity to communicate your understanding, success, area(s) of concern or 

other “Feedback;” each feedback will be worth 10 points. 

Evaluation and Grading: 

A = 94% - 100% A- = 90% - 93% B+ = 87% - 89% B = 83% - 86%    B- = 80% - 82% C+ = 77% 

- 79% C = 73% - 76% C- = 70% - 72% D = 63% - 66% D- = 60% - 62% F = <59% 

  

Late assignments: First responses to discussion questions must be posted no later than 

Thursday and responses to other students for credit no later than 12 midnight Saturday. 

Students may make additional comments until 12 midnight on Sunday for that week. Since 

discussions are interactive and topics change weekly there is no way to make up for missed 

discussions. Late discussion postings will only be accepted within the week they are assigned. 

Exams are due by Sunday midnight. Late papers will be accepted but at 50% deduction. 

  

How to Survive in the Virtual Classroom and Enhance your Learning Experience: While the 

shift to virtual courses where content is primarily delivered via the internet allows students a 

great deal of flexibility, it also requires a lot of organization and self-discipline. Each week 

there will be specific reading and writing assignments with weekly deadlines. This will be 



another unusual quarter and since many students have jobs, families, and other obligations, 

this will require good time management. Be aware that Social Theory requires more reading 

and re-reading than other courses you may have taken in the past. Putting aside a set time of 

2 to 3 hours each day to work on the course is the best way to keep up and do well in the 

course.   If students are feeling frustrated or having difficulties with the course content, 

please ask questions.  Don’t hesitate to ask me questions about anything, no matter how 

mundane. I check my e-mail several times during the day. For other assistance, see below: 

Technical Support: 

The CWU online learning website has a variety of tutorials on online learning and the 

Canvas system. If you are new to Canvas I strongly suggest you make use of the tutorials and 

if you have any technical problems throughout the course the resources listed below can 

help you resolve any issues. 

o Email Canvas Support:  support@instructure.com 

▪ Login to Canvas and click on the help icon for the support 

hotline, live chat and other student resources 

▪ Student 24/7 Canvas Support contact 1-877-399-8897 

▪ Phone Support / ITS HelpDesk Links to an external site.509-

963-2001 

o  Please save all documents as Word files. Students need to 

label and save their papers with last name and title of 
assignment, e.g., Hennessyexam1. Do not use characters 
such as # % or & in the title.   

Links to an external site. 

University Policies: 

Links to an external site. 

Academic Honesty Statement: 

 Central Washington University has high academic standards. These standards are set forth 

in the Student Judicial Code, which is can be found in the current undergraduate/graduate 

catalog. CWUP 5-90-040(22)  and CWUR 2-90-040(22) for CWU policies on Academic 

Dishonesty. 

The instructor expects all students in this course to be familiar with the University academic 

standards. Please refer to the section on “Proscribed Conduct” in the catalog. It is 

academically dishonest to claim that someone else’s work is your own (plagiarism). The 

consequence for academic dishonesty is a failing grade in the course. 

Disability Accommodation policy 

mailto:support@instructure.com
http://www.cwu.edu/~helpdesk/
https://www.cwu.edu/online-learning/canvas-help-and-support-students
https://www.cwu.edu/online-learning/canvas-help-and-support-students


Central Washington University is committed to creating a learning environment that meets 

the needs of its diverse student body. If you anticipate or experience any obstacles to 

learning, contact Disability Services to discuss a range of available options.  If you have a 

disability that may prevent you from meeting course requirements, contact the instructor 

immediately to file a Student Disability Statement and to develop an Accommodation Plan. 

Course requirements will not be waived but reasonable accommodations will be developed 

to help you meet the requirements. You are expected to work with the instructor and the 

CWU Disability Support Specialist to develop and implement a reasonable Accommodation 

Plan. Student Disability Services is located in Hogue 126. Call (509) 963-2214 or 

email ds@cwu.edufor more information. 

Incomplete Grade Policy 

(A) "I" is used at the instructor’s discretion when the student was not able to complete the 

course by the end of the term, but had been making satisfactory progress as of the 

uncontested withdrawal date. 

Incomplete grades may not be assigned prior to the uncontested withdrawal date, typically 

the 7th week of the term.  For the fall 2020 term, the uncontested withdrawal deadline was 

October 23.   Faculty may award the grade of Incomplete after this deadline, provided the 

student has made satisfactory progress towards completing the course requirements. 

see CWUR 2-90-040 (Links to an external site.), 

Sexual Harassment and Assault 

As much as I hope that students will not experience sexual harassment and assault it does 

happen.   Although Central Washington University is committed to providing all community 

members with a learning and work environment that is free from sexual harassment and 

assault, I am providing the following information for students so that they are aware of 

policies and resources at CWU.  

University policy, state law, and federal law prohibit sexual harassment between faculty 
members and students, between students, and between students and staff. The university 
defines sexual harassment as follows:  unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual 
favors, and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature when 

a) submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of an 

individual's employment or career advancement; 

b) submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used as a basis for 

employment decisions or academic decisions affecting such individual; or 

c) such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's 

work or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive work or academic environment. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cwu.edu%2Fresources-reports%2Fcwur-2-90-040-academic-and-general-regulations&data=04%7C01%7CJudy.Hennessy%40cwu.edu%7Ce8a28cd664e1482dfa9d08d88d7b0a5a%7Cf891d6c191d6444ba700d371910716c7%7C0%7C0%7C637414906982247499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yhsf8Ql5qSx%2BJ5IOo34WGG%2BpQc%2F98IAcNSh23kGUX7A%3D&reserved=0


important. Students have options for getting help if you have experienced sexual assault, 

relationship violence, sexual harassment, or stalking.  Information can be found 

at http://www.cwu.edu/wecareLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.and in 

CWUP 2-35-050: Sexual Harassment. Faculty are required to share information regarding 

sexual misconduct or information about a crime that may have occurred while you are a 

student at CWU. 

Students may speak to someone confidentially by contacting the CWU Wellness Center, 

509-963-3213, or the CWU Student Counseling Clinic, 509-963-1391. 

Communication: I welcome and encourage you to give me feedback in person or in writing 
throughout the quarter. If you are uncertain about any part of this course or your own 
progress please see me early in the quarter. 

Links to an external site. 

In addition to the reading assignments below, weekly lectures, and any additional reading 

assigned will be available in the weekly Course Modules. 

************************************************************************ 

Course Plan:                                                Reading 

                                                                   Read the syllabus 

Week One                                          

January 5             Chapter 1 

                                      Introduction Pp. 1-19 ( available on Canvas) 

                                      Social theory and sociology              

                                      Questions of Order and Action 

Jan 7                             Virtual Class meeting 

Week Two                     Marx Historical Materialism       

 January 11                     Ch.2 Pp.20-57 

                                         German Ideology                                                          

                                         Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 ( Alienated Labor) 

Jan                                    Virtual Class meeting 

Week Three                    Marx cont’d Pp. 57-100                             

http://www.cwu.edu/wecare
https://www.cwu.edu/online-learning/canvas-help-and-support-students


January 18                      Communist Manifesto       

                                         Capital                                   

                                         Marx and Engels on the Family 

Jan 21                              Virtual Class meeting 

Week Four                      Emile Durkheim:  Ch.3  Pp 101-129 

Jan 25                              Division of Labor        

                                         Social Facts       

 Jan 28                             In-class Meeting                                                                            

Week Five                       Durkheim cont’d Pp. 129-163 

February 1                      Suicide                                   

                                        Religion                           

Week Six 

February 8 

February 11                  In Class meeting                       

                              ****** Exam 1 due Sunday February 14             

Week Seven                      

February 15                 Max Weber  Social Action    Ch 4 Pp. 164-195                     

                                      The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism   

February  18                 In-Class meeting                                         

Week Eight 

February 22                 Max Weber cont'd  

                                      Power and Authority   Pp. 204-220 

                                      Bureaucracy       223-233    

February  25               In class meeting                                                                              

Week Nine                             

March 1                        Gender: Charlotte Perkins-Gilman 



                                             Pp. 235-285 

March  4                      In class meeting  

Week Ten                    Race: W.E.B DuBois Pp.345-391    

March   8 

March 11                     In class meeting                                                        

                                                                       

    

 

 


