
 
Sociology 346 – Criminology 

Winter 2021 
 
 

Professor: Julie Aldcroft, Ph.D. 
E-mail: julie.aldcroft@cwu.edu 
Telephone: 206 409 1927 – this is my mobile phone number. Students tend to text me since this is the fastest way to get 
a response, but they also email and call all the time. Please don’t be shy about doing that any day of the week. I’m 
generally available from 8AM until around 9PM. If you leave a message during the day, you can expect me to call you 
back within two hours. 
 
 
Required Materials: Siegel, L.J. (7th ed.) 2014. Criminology: The Core.  Belmont, CA, Wadsworth; ISBN: 
9781337557719 

 
Course Purpose:  Welcome to a class about the sociology of crime.   This course will explore the causes of crime in 
American society and facilitate your ability to think and express yourself clearly and scientifically about the causes of 
crime and its control.  You will be challenged to go beyond glib explanations of crime to understand the complex pathways 
of influences on human behavior that lead to criminal thoughts, urges, and behavior.   We will, therefore, investigate 
etiology, the scientific assignment of causes, motives, or reasons for behavior.  
 
While topics in the course calendar are subject to change, allowing for some flexibility (I welcome your ongoing feedback), 
due dates for readings and exams are less flexible. 

Course Objectives:   

• To gain abilities in focused, scientific thinking and written expression 



• To obtain familiarity with the motives, causes, reasons and correlates of crime 

• To develop an appreciation for criminology and its theoretical models 
  

ASSIGNMENTS – There are three primary activities 
 
1. Quizzes:  There will be 3 mostly multiple-choice quizzes. For dates please see the Class Schedule later in this 

document or look around Canvas.  All exams have between 60 multiple choice, T/F questions.  You have 90 minutes 
to complete each and you must complete exams they are opened. Each exam is worth 10% of your grade for a total of 
30% of your class grade. 

2. Discussions: There are FIVE discussion assignments.  Please participate actively in on-line discussions by reading 
the PowerPoints, assigned chapter readings, and viewing/listening to films and podcasts. Designed like mini-research 
papers, and using citations as evidence, you are expected to respond to 5 questions or matters raised that come up 
during the weeks indicated in Canvas in addition to engaging in discussion with at least 3 other students.  Here's the 
tricky bit - I have already selected TWO for you to write about, but the remaining THREE are for YOU to 
choose. These may include responding to readings/films/radio assignments, questions in PowerPoints – Apart from 
the two questions I assign, you choose which you want to respond to. For each discussion, this means you will have a 
total of 4 posts: 1 is your own primary post, and the remaining 3 are exchanges with others. Please post your 
responses to the by the dates shown. Missing exchanges with others will result in 10% loss for each one that is not 
posted. Overall this participation is valued at 50% of your grade. 

3. Opinion Paper: At 20% of your grade, I expect a sophisticated analysis of the death penalty or the concept of defund 
the police – you choose one. For details see Assignments. 

 
Special Notices:   

1. All assignments are due by 9AM.  This includes discussions, quizzes, and your opinion paper.  Late discussion 
assignments will not be graded as these are collaborative pieces of work and you have ample time to complete 
them.  Quizzes always open Fridays at 7am and are open until the following Tuesday.  Access shuts off at 9AM on 
the due date and exams that are still underway are automatically submitted.    

2. Extra credit assignments are unlikely to be available. It causes grade inflation, lowers standards, and is unfair 
to students who get their work right the first time (most). Please work consistently throughout the quarter to earn 
your final grade. If there is something you don’t understand, please ask me. 

3. Grading: The grading rubric for written assignments is in Canvas. The more analytical and thoughtful your work, 
the better you will do. In discussions, answers that can simply be looked up will not do well. Look for topics to 
address that involve thought.  



4. It doesn’t hurt to ask. If you need help due to extenuating circumstances, please ask. I will do my best for you. 
 

Winter 2021 Academic Calendar 
  
Instruction begins   5 January  
Instruction ends   19 March 
Grades posted by  23 March 
 
 
 
Class Schedule 
 

Week Week of Topic Text Readings Addl. Info 

1 4 Jan Overview of crime CRIME AND 

CRIMINOLOGY: 
Chapter 1 

Readings: Please see Modules for each week’s 

additional readings 

 

2 11 Jan Children and crime THE NATURE AND 

EXTENT OF CRIME, 
VICTIMS AND 

VICTIMIZATION: 
Chapters 2&3 

Quiz 1- opens 15 Jan. Covers material from 
weeks 1-2. 
 

3 18 Jan Poverty  RATIONAL CHOICE 

THEORY: Chapter 
4 

Discussion 1 due 18 Jan. Follow-up responses 
to classmates due 20 Jan. Covers material from 
weeks 1-2. 
 
Quiz 1 due 19 Jan. 

4 25 Jan Perspectives of 
crime. Death Penalty 

TRAIT THEORY, 
SOCIAL 

STRUCTURE 

THEORY: Chapters 
5&6 

 



5 1 Feb Gender  
 
 

SOCIAL PROCESS 

THEORY; SOCIAL 

CONFLICT, 
CRITICAL 

CRIMINOLOGY, AND 

RESTORATIVE 

JUSTICE: Chapters 
7&8 

Discussion 2 due 1 Feb. Responses to 
classmates due 3 Feb. Covers material from 
weeks 3-4. 

6 8 Feb Peer effects/Race DEVELOPMENTAL 

THEORIES: LIFE 

COURSE, 
PROPENSITY, AND 

TRAJECTORY : 
Chapter 9 

Quiz 2 opens 12 Feb. Covers material from 
weeks 3-6. 

7 15 Feb 
 

Race  VIOLENT CRIME: 
Chapter 10 

Discussion 3 due 15 Feb. Responses to 
classmates due 17 Feb. Covers material from 
weeks 5-6. 
 
Quiz 2 due 16 Feb.  

8 22 Feb Race/Class POLITICAL CRIME 

AND TERRORISM: 
Chapter 11 

 

9 1 Mar Education  
 

ECONOMIC 

CRIMES: BLUE-
COLLAR, WHITE-
COLLAR, AND 

GREEN-COLLAR, 
PUBLIC ORDER 

CRIMES: Chapters 
12 & 13 

Discussion 4 due 1 Mar. Responses to 
classmates due 3 Mar. Covers material from 
weeks 7-8. 
 
Opinion paper due 5 Mar. 



10 15 Mar White Collar Crime, 
The Cost of Crime 
 
Wrap-up 

 

CRIMES OF THE 

NEW MILLENNIUM: 
CYBERCRIME AND 

TRANSNATIONAL 

ORGANIZED CRIME: 
Chapter 14 
 

Discussion 5 due 15 Mar. No responses to 
students due this week. Covers material from 
weeks 9-10.  
 
Quiz 3 opens 19 Mar. Covers material of weeks 
7-10.  

11 
 

22 Mar   Quiz 3 due by 9AM on 22 Mar. 
 

 

Additional Syllabus Content 

Extension policy: In cases of serious illness or family emergency, please contact me in advance of a due date to discuss 
your situation. In the interests of fairness, extensions may or may not be given.   

Academic dishonesty:  Intellectual dishonesty is theft and will not be tolerated.  Within the context of this class, it 
includes any form of unapproved help on an exam or assisting someone to cheat in any way.  Students who engage in 
such activities may be dismissed from the college as outlined in the Code or Student Rights and Responsibilities.  

Accessibility and Accommodations:  Central Washington University is committed to creating a learning environment 
that meets the needs of its diverse student body. If you anticipate or experience any barriers to learning, discuss your 
concerns with the instructor. Students with disabilities should contact Disability Services to discuss a range of options to 
removing barriers, including accommodations.  Disability Services is located in Hogue 126. Call (509) 963-2214 or 
email ds@cwu.edu for more information. 

 

Further, in compliance with RCW 28B.137.010, Central Washington University makes every effort to deal reasonably 
and fairly with students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or 
required attendance. Students must present written notice to their instructor within the first two weeks of class listing 
the specific dates on which accommodations are required. Contact the Dean of Student Success at (509) 963-1515 
for further information or questions. 

http://ds@cwu.edu


Diversity: The University expects every member of the university community to contribute to an inclusive and respectful 
culture for all in its classrooms, work environments, and at campus events. Please be aware of how you present yourself 
and how you are perceived.  Incomplete Grades: 

(A) "I" is used at the instructor’s discretion when the student was not able to complete the course by the end of the term, 
but had earned a passing grade for 70% of the class and can be expected to finish without having to re-enroll in the 
course. . 
 
(B) If the work is not completed within one (1) calendar year from the last date of the quarter in which the “I” was received, 
Registrar Services will automatically convert the “I” to an “F.” 
 

Sexual misconduct statement:  
 

Central Washington University is committed to providing all community members with a learning and work environment 
that is free from sexual harassment and assault. As much as I hope that you will never have to deal with sexual 
harassment or other sexual misconduct, it’s important to recognize that it does happen, and as a university community we 
need to address it. Students have options for getting help if they have experienced sexual assault, relationship violence, 
sexual harassment, or stalking. Faculty are mandatory reporters and required to report information regarding sexual 
misconduct that may have occurred while you are a student at CWU. If students wish to speak someone confidentially 
they may contact the CWU Wellness Center, 509-963-3213, or the CWU Student Counseling Clinic, 509-963-1391. 
Further information can be found at http://www.cwu.edu/wecare and in CWUP 2-35-050. 
  



Class Grading Scale  
 

 
 



Critical Thinking Rubric for Written Work: 

Definition:  

A critical thinker will question, search for answers and understanding, evaluate ideas and information, and develop and 
support meaningful conclusions. 

 
Outcomes: 

• Creates, integrates, and evaluates ideas and information across a range of contexts, cultures, and/or areas of 
knowledge. 

• Analyzes and evaluates problems and solves them using multiple processes. 

• Examines attitudes, values, and assumptions and assesses their implications in a variety of contexts. 

• Integrates experience, reason, and evidence to make meaningful conclusions, judgments, and/or products. 

• Justifies key results and procedures, explains assumptions and reasons. 
 



 


