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Child Abuse Sociology 343 

Winter 2021 

Online, Zoom See Schedule Below 

Instructor:  Jessica J. Strawn, MA 

E-Mail: jstrawn@cwu.edu 

Office Hours: By email 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION/OBJECTIVE:  This course is designed to give students a better understanding of the causes and 

consequences of child maltreatment in American society.  We will also discuss child welfare work and the ramifications of foster 

care on children and society. 

   

REQUIRED TEXT:   UNDERSTANDING CHILD ABUSE+NEGLECT, Author: CROSSON-TOWER, Publisher: PEARSON, Edition: 9, Year 

Published: 14 
 

NOTE:  This course is going to involve discussions about serious cases of child abuse and neglect.  This course will cover 

information and case examples that will be graphic and troubling for some students.  It is imperative to our understanding of 

child maltreatment that these situations be covered.  Please contact me directly if you are struggling with the material covered in 

this course.  Please consider carefully whether another course might be better suited for your needs if you have reservations 

about the content of this course.   

 

ANOTHER NOTE:  This class will contain discussions that are not appropriate for people who are not enrolled in the course to 

be privy to.  Be sure that you have headphones so that the audio for this course is protected.   

 

COURSE STRUCTURE: 

We will be working entirely online. See schedule below for lecture dates and times.    I will send out the Zoom link for the 

class prior to each scheduled lecture. I would like this to be an interactive course.  This course typically creates a lot of 

opportunity for questions and discussion.   These lectures will be recorded and  uploaded into Canvas.  Each week there will be a 

packet of readings and activities posted.  Each student is expected to work independently and be mindful of timeframes.  All work 

must be turned in by the due date.   

 

Weekly Packets: 10 points each 

 

• Packets 1 will be due January 18, 2021. 

• Do not wait to complete the packets.  Rushed work is often poor quality and will not result in the grade you are likely 

shooting for.   

• Do not wait until the last minute to upload your work. Plan to submit your work at least 24 hours before the deadline to 

address any uploading issues.  Late work will not be accepted for ANY reason.   

• Your responses will need to be well thought out, thorough and must demonstrate that you have read and considered the 

topic and questions carefully.   

• This is a writing course therefore your responses should be formatted and proofread in a manner consistent with a college 

level writing course.   

• You MUST cite your sources, failure to cite your sources will result in a failing grade for that assignment.   If you 

turn in work and receive a note that says “ I cannot grade uncited work”, you have not cited your sources 

appropriately.  A second plagiarism event will get you a failing grade in the course. See Academic Honesty 

Statement below.   

 

Final Paper: 10 points 

• There will be a final paper due on the date of the scheduled final exam for this course. Sloppy work, failure to proofread 

and/or cite sources will have a dramatic effect on your grade.  See above and below for citation requirements.  The final 

paper will be due on the scheduled date of the final in Canvas. 
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Note:  In this class every point counts towards your final grade.  This course will be graded out of 100 points. You’ll note that there 

are 110 points possible so those extra points will help if you happen to miss an activity or reading response. I will not accept late 

work for any reason. THIS IS NON-NEGOTIABLE.   

 

Do not wait until the end of the quarter to be concerned about your grade; it has been my experience that students who do not 

participate and instead wait until the last week of class to check on their grade, are often sorely disappointed. 

 

Grading Scale:  96-100  A 

   90-95   A- 

   87-89 B+ 

   83-86 B 

   80-82 B- 

   77-79 C+ 

 

Office Hours:  I can be contacted via e-mail and will do my best to respond in a timely fashion. We can schedule a phone call if 

needed.   Please include SOC 343 in the subject line of your email.   

 

Class Outline:  Please read carefully and keep your syllabus handy so that you are able to stay on track with the material we are 

covering.  You will be expected to read each chapter that we are covering for each section.  Please also note that this outline may 

be subject to changes during the quarter---your consistent attendance will ensure that you stay up to date with the material we are 

covering.   

 
Week 1     Getting Settled     

Week 2                           Chap 1,2 

Week 3   Chap 3 

Week 4   Chap 4 

Week 5   Chap 5 & 12 

Week 6    Chap 6 & 13 

Week 7     Chap 8 & 9 

Week 8    Chap 10     

Week 9    Chap 14 

Week 10  Chap 16 

 

Zoom Schedule:  Every Wednesday 4:30-6pm unless otherwise specified. Starting January 13, 2021 and March 10, 2021. 

 
Academic Honesty Statement: CWU has high academic standards.  It is academically dishonest to claim that someone else’s work 

is your own, i.e. plagiarism.  The consequence of one incident of academic dishonesty will be a failing grade on that piece of work.  

A second incidence of plagiarism will result in failure the course.  It is your responsibility and duty to access resources that will 

instruct you on how to cite materials (including the text book) correctly.   

 

Below is a link for information regarding the American Sociological Association’s preferred citation methods: 

 

https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/documents/teaching/pdfs/Quick_Tips_for_ASA_Style.pdf 

 

 

Policy on Sexual Harassment   

It is the policy of Central Washington University to maintain a work and academic community which is free from sexual harassment. 

Sexual harassment violates state and federal law and will not be tolerated.  Refer to Appendix A, Section IV, CWU catalog for definitions 

and procedures. 

 

Policy on Diversity  

73-76 C 

70-72 C- 

67-69    D+ 

63-66 D 

60-62 D-   

59 and lower  F   

 

History, Theory 

Types of Abuse: Physical, Sexual, 

Neglect, Psychological, and Others 

Child Welfare Work, Foster Care, Resiliency 

https://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/savvy/documents/teaching/pdfs/Quick_Tips_for_ASA_Style.pdf
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University-level education is about broadening horizons and looking at academic issues from a variety of perspectives.  With this in 

mind, the participants in this class are encouraged to bring their own life experiences and viewpoints to bear on classroom discussions 

and assignments.  Along with the freedom to express one’s own views comes the responsibility to respect the views of others.  No 

person will be discriminated against on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, creed, religion, gender, sexual orientation, martial-status, or 

political ideology. ***As much of our class time will involve discussions, small group activities and other interactions, we 

must maintain respect for each other’s differing opinions.   

 


