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Instructor: Liz Schmitz-Binnall, MSW, MA  

e-mail: schmitzbinnalle@cwu.edu  

Phone: Personal/private phone number to be used only in emergencies, please!! (I prefer 

texts if possible.) 

(208) 664-7322 

Office Hours: By appointment via phone or video (Zoom, Skype, etc.) 

 

 

Course Description 

An analysis of social attitudes, practices, and institutions associated with death and dying in 

American society. 

  

Course Objectives 

This course is designed to provide you with an overview of death and dying in the culture and 

society of the United States, as well as other cultures. You will learn: 

• How death and dying has been viewed throughout history. 

• How to analyze the research, other people’s beliefs, and your own personal beliefs, about 

death and dying. 

• Incorporate new learning into your academic and personal thoughts about death and 

dying. 

• Understand the impact of death and dying during different life stages, by different means, 

and within different cultures.  

 

Reading Materials to Buy/Rent/Download 

  

1 Primary Text: Corr, Corr, & Doka (2019). Death & Dying, Life & Living, 8th ed. Cengage. 

ISBN: 978-1-337-56389-5. 

2 Additional required readings may also be posted on Canvas throughout the quarter. 

 

Course Format and Evaluation 

This course is completely online, with all assignments to be posted on Canvas.  

 

Responses to discussion questions are due by Saturday night (midnight). Comments on two (2) 

other students’ posts are due by the following Monday at midnight. 

 

ALSO – I tend to send Announcements about any changes or issues that I need you to know. 

You are notified about announcements through your CWU email – please check that email 

address at least once per week, preferably twice.  

  

mailto:schmitzbinnalle@cwu.edu
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NOTE: The topic of this class may bring up strong personal feelings for you, especially if you 

have anyone in your life who is dying, or who has died. Please let me know if you are 

struggling in some way. I strongly encourage all of you to make sure that you have adequate 

emotional support – family, friends, religious/spiritual supports, and/or counselor/therapist.  

 

 

Assignments/Grading: 

1 Reflection Paper, 5% of grade. Paper format: (1 inch margins on all sides, Times New 

Roman, 12 point font, double-spaced.) Paper length: 2 pages. More information will be 

provided at the first class, and will be posted on Canvas. Due Sunday, January 27th.  

  

2 Final Paper, 20% of grade. Paper format: APA. (1 inch margins on all sides, Times New 

Roman, 12 point font, double-spaced.) Length: 5 to 7 pages (content of paper). More 

information will be provided at the first class, and will be posted on Canvas. Paper Due 

Sunday, March 10th.   

 

3 3 quizzes plus one final test (during finals week): 25% of grade. The majority of questions 

will be multiple-choice format. All quizzes will be online.  

 

  

4 Online coursework participation; 50% of grade. This will include posting weekly responses 

to the discussion question(s), as well as a minimum of responses to 2 other classmates 

every week. The responses MUST be well-written – with full sentences and minimal 

grammatical errors.  

• Discussion posts (your post to answer the original question) are due by Saturday 

night every week.  

• Responses to two other students are due by Monday night, for the previous week, 

every week.  

 

CWU Policies 

Sexual Misconduct 

Central Washington University is committed to providing all community members with a 

learning and work environment that is free from sexual harassment and assault. As much as I 

hope that you will never have to deal with sexual harassment or other sexual misconduct, it’s 

important to recognize that it does happen, and as a university community we need to address it. 

Students have options for getting help if they have experienced sexual assault, relationship 

violence, sexual harassment, or stalking. Faculty are mandatory reporters and required to report 

information regarding sexual misconduct that may have occurred while you are a student at 

CWU. If students wish to speak someone confidentially they may contact the CWU Wellness 

Center, 509-963-3213, or the CWU Student Counseling Clinic, 509-963-1391. Further 

information can be found at http://www.cwu.edu/wecare and in CWUP 2-35-050. 

  

Academic Honesty 

Academic Honesty is expected from all students. This means that you need to complete your 

own original work, and take exams on your own. On papers, include references for any idea that 
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is not your own. The legal definitions (state of Washington) are as follows: 

(1) Academic dishonesty. The term "academic dishonesty" includes cheating, 

plagiarism, and fabrication. 

(a) Cheating. Cheating includes any attempt to give or obtain unauthorized assistance 

relating to the completion of an academic assignment, including collaboration without authority. 

(b) Plagiarism. Plagiarism includes taking and using as one's own, without proper 

attribution, the ideas, writings, or work of another person in completing an academic assignment. 

Prohibited conduct may also include the unauthorized submission for credit of academic work 

that has been submitted for credit in another course. 

(c) Fabrication. Fabrication includes falsifying data, information, or citations in 

completing an academic assignment and also includes providing false or deceptive information 

to an instructor concerning the completion of an academic assignment.  

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=106-125-020 

 

If you need help with this, please ask for assistance. 

  

Incomplete Grade Policy 

Following is information regarding provision of an incomplete (“I”) grade, from the CWU 

policies and procedures manual CWUR 2-90-040. The full policy and procedures can be found at 

https://www.cwu.edu/resources-reports/cwur-2-90-040-academic-and-general-regulations 

 

An incomplete (“I”) grade is given at the instructor’s discretion when the student was not able to 

complete the course by the end of the term, but had earned a passing grade for 70% of the class 

and can be expected to finish without having to re-enroll in the course. . 

 

If the work is not completed within one (1) calendar year from the last date of the quarter in 

which the “I” was received, Registrar Services will automatically convert the “I” to an “F.” 

 

Other 

I will accept late papers and assignments in certain circumstances.  Please contact me as soon as 

possible to let me know if you might be late with an assignment, and the general reason for the 

lateness. 

 

Course Schedule (subject to change) 

 

I expect you to read the assigned chapters PRIOR to class. 

  

WEEK DATES READINGS AND FOCUS OF 

WEEK 

ASSIGNMENTS, EXAMS, ETC. 

Week 

One 

1/5-1/9 Introduction to the course,  

 

REQUIRED READING: Chapter 1 

 

Online discussion post – Introduction 

 

 

Week 

Two 

1/10-1/16 History of Death and Dying 

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 2 

Online discussion post 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=106-125-020
https://www.cwu.edu/resources-reports/cwur-2-90-040-academic-and-general-regulations
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and 3 

Week 

Three 

1/17-1/23 Understanding Death Systems and 

Cultural Aspects 

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 4, 

and 5  

Online discussion post 

 

Quiz #1 online 

 

 

Week 

Four 

1/24-1/30 Dying   

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 6, 

7, and 8   

 

Online discussion post 

 

Reflection Paper Due, Sunday, 

January 31st 

Week 

Five 

1/31-2/6 Bereavement 

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 9, 

10, and 11 

Online discussion post 

 

  

Week Six 2/7-2/13 Traumatic Death 

REQUIRED READING: Chapter 17  

 

Online discussion post 

 

Quiz #2 online 

Week 

Seven 

2/14-2/20 Development Perspectives – Children 

and Adolescents 

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 12 

and 13 

Online discussion post 

 

 

Week 

Eight 

2/21-2/27 Development Perspectives - Adults 

REQUIRED READING: Chapter 14 

and 15 

Online discussion post 

 

 

Week 

nine  

2/28-3/6 Legal and Moral Issues; Assisted 

Suicide 

REQUIRED READING: Chapters 16 

and 18 

Online discussion post 

 

Quiz #3 online 

Week 

Ten 

3/7-3/12 Meaning of death; religion and 

spiritual beliefs 

REQUIRED READING: Chapter 19 

 Final Paper/Project due Sunday, 

March 14th. 

  FINALS WEEK Final Test online 

  

 


