
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

SPRING 2019

ECONOMIC

IMPACT



Serving
Central  
Washington



F                                              ounded in 1891 as 
a teachers college, today Central Washington 
University is a comprehensive public university that 
serves the state and region by producing highly-
skilled graduates, performing practical research, and 
providing vital community services.

With about 12,342 full- and part-time undergraduate 
and graduate students and more than 1,830 
employees, CWU is a medium-sized university. 
However, its impact is large, especially in the state’s 
central region. And just as CWU gives the region a 
boost, the university’s continued success depends on 
the support of the local community.
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“ Central Washington University is our 

county’s biggest employer and most 

important economic contributor. But even 

beyond its economic importance is the 

positive impact its various departments 

and programs have on the quality of life in 

our county. CWU hosts sporting events, 

arts and cultural events, and a host of 

other programs that truly enhance our 

region and help make this a great place  

to live.”

—Amy McGuffin, CEO, 
Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce



Employing  
an Educated 
Workforce



O                                                      ne in nine non-
farming jobs in Kittitas County is at CWU, or about 
1,830 out of 17,000. The impact is even greater in 
the city of Ellensburg where about one of every 
seven jobs is at the university.

The $113 million annual payroll for this educated 
workforce supports retail, food, housing, and 
entertainment businesses, particularly throughout 
central Washington. About $4.2 million in wages 
goes to Yakima County alone.
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“ As the county’s largest employer, Central 

has a steadying influence on Kittitas County 

because regardless of whether private 

business levels rise or fall, the presence of 

CWU allows for a large portion our local 

economy to remains stable and solid.”

—Laura Osiadacz, 
Kittitas County Commissioner, District 2
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                                                         etailers in the 
Ellensburg area know that CWU employees, 
students, and guests generate more business 
throughout the year than any other single entity. 
Camps, conferences, and events hosted by CWU 
draw more than 50,000 people to restaurants, 
hotels, and retail businesses each year.

CWU contracts for goods and services with small 
businesses throughout central Washington. From 
ice cream to fencing and concrete to print services, 
small businesses provide the materials and expertise 
essential to university operations.
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Supporting  
City and County 
Government

“ Ellensburg would not be the community that it 

is without Central Washington University. CWU 

students, faculty, and staff enjoy the benefits 

of a vibrant small town. Ellensburg thrives as 

those same people live, work, and shop here. 

The University’s capital projects contribute 

tax revenues to the city. University spending 

increases sales tax collections. Working 

together, CWU and the City will continue to 

grow and thrive into the future.”

—Bruce Tabb, 
Mayor of Ellensburg



U                                                     niversity expenditures 
create revenue for city and county governments in 
Kittitas County. Often these revenues derive from 
sales taxes and permitting fees associated with 
large capital construction projects. Several recent 
construction projects on the CWU campus, including 
the $64 million Science II Building, the $64.5 million 
Samuelson Hall, and the $40 million Dugmore Hall, 
generated more than $1 million in fees for the City  
of Ellensburg.

CWU’s 380-acre campus includes 94 residential and 
non-residential facilities—a total of more than 3.2 
million square feet. The physical plant eclipses all 
other facilities in Kittitas County. Its vast size and 
complexity makes CWU a top utility customer for  
the City of Ellensburg and other providers. CWU 
student fees also help fund the city’s free bus service, 
Central Transit.

U

 Electricity $2,340,250

 Natural Gas $1,402,355

 Water $528,658

 Sewer $424,528

Storm Water $21,177

Refuse $145,355

 Cable and Fees $265,447

 

Fire Protection $127,262 (Kittcom)                                      
$716,043 (Kittitas Valley 
               Fire and Rescue)

TOTAL $6,007,076

Annual Utility Expenditures*$

* Based on Fiscal Year 2018 / City of Ellensburg

Fiber Optic $36,000



Public  
Safety
Partners



T                                                 he 24-hour CWU 
Department of Police Services is one of five regional 
law enforcement agencies that provides outstanding 
public safety in the central region of Washington 
State. CWU has mutual aid agreements with the 
Kittitas County Sheriff’s Office, the Ellensburg 
Police Department, the Cle Elum-Roslyn-South Cle 
Elum Police Department, and the Kittitas Police 
Department. CWU also works with the Washington 
State Patrol and supports federal law enforcement, 
and emergency fire, medical, and utility providers.

CWU police officers are commissioned and state 
certified. They offer programs, activities, and events 
that educate the community and improve public 
safety.

As a community member, CWU provides emergency 
support in times of crisis. When wildfires ravaged 
Kittitas County in 2013 and 2012, CWU moved 
quickly alongside local responders. The university 
opened residence and dining halls to displaced 
residents, firefighters, and Red Cross volunteers. 
CWU provided public information support, 
community meeting space, and storage for 
donations. CWU communications personnel worked 
side by side with state and federal response agencies 
to quickly publish accurate situation updates.
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“ Kittitas Valley Healthcare has had a long 

and productive partnership with Central 

Washington University to place students in 

formal health science-related internships. 

This relationship benefits not only the 

students, who get valuable work experience, 

but also KVH and the patients and families 

that KVH serves.”

—Julie Petersen,
CEO, Kittitas Valley Healthcare

Participating  
in the  
Community



C                                                        WU employees 
buy homes, rear children, and pay taxes in central 
Washington. They volunteer in K-12 schools, raise 
money for the arts, and support restoration of 
community icons such as the Northern Pacific Train 
Depot and the Geddis Building. CWU employees bring 
their expertise to marketing, capital planning, and 
natural resources preservation as informed members 
of city, county, and state boards and commissions. 
Service-minded staff and students are Rotarians, 
Kiwanis members, and belong to other local clubs. 
They volunteer their time, talents, and money to help 
better the community.

Central Communication Agency partners with the 
Ellensburg Downtown Association and the Ellensburg 
School District. Advanced high school students are 
challenged in Running Start, also operated on campus. 
And CWU teachers-to-be enrich classrooms throughout 
central Washington.

Hundreds of CWU students and employees participate 
in the annual Yakima River Clean-Up. The Institute for 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship supports regional 
economic development by providing education, 
expertise, and support for new and existing businesses. 
The Office of the President sponsors a gift drive that 
ensures hundreds of our community’s most needy 
children receive holiday gifts.
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Performing
Practical  
Research



C                                                         WU performs 
practical research and services to corporations, local, 
state, and federal agencies and tribal governments 
in central Washington and beyond. Research grant 
funding for fiscal year 2017-18 totaled more than 
$14.3 million. Among the many projects are:

•  Acoustical study of the Elks Ballroom for the 
developers of the Windrow Hotel project in 
downtown Ellensburg

•  A major wildlife monitoring effort for the 
Interstate 90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project— 
the largest-scale study of its kind ever 
conducted in the United States

•  Evaluating irrigation strategies for sustainable 
water management of hay production in 
Washington State

•  Monitoring Yakama Nation riparian  
restoration sites

•  Archaeological mitigation, monitoring and 
cultural resource services in Yakima, Kittitas, 
Chelan, and Grant counties

•  Studying the effects of wind on solar panels

•  Assessing urban stream fish passage in 
Ellensburg

•  Creating comprehensive economic 
development strategies for Yakima and  
Kittitas counties.
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Enriching the
Cultural Life of 
Central Washington



T                                                  he campus community 
brings new energy and rich talent to a vibrant 
local arts scene by working with organizations 
such as Jazz in the Valley and Gallery One and 
participating in art walks, community choirs and 
theater productions. The university creates cultural 
enrichment with outstanding educational and 
entertaining offerings, including:

•  Dance performances and several theater 
productions per year, more than 150 music 
recitals and concerts, and two-dozen art 
exhibits—the vast majority of which are free  
to attend.

•  The Museum of Culture and Environment 
features timely exhibits of regional 
significance.

•  The school’s talented faculty members share 
their passions with local families during 
popular events such as Science is Central and 
Nature of Night.

•  Guest lecturers who are accomplished in 
their fields. The university also brings the 
excitement of college sports to central 
Washington. Wildcats compete in the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association Division II, and 
teams have been perennially ranked among 
the leaders in the conference, region, and  
the nation.

T
Enriching the
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Central Washington



Adding  
Up the  
Impact



Payroll distributed  
to CWU’s educated 
workforce.

Top employer 
in Kittitas 

County;  
and biggest  

single 
generator 

of local tax 
revenue.

Number of vendors in 
Kittitas and Yakima  
counties CWU 
contracts with for 
goods and services.

Money spent by CWU with vendors in 
Kittitas and Yakima counties.

Fees paid to the City of 
Ellensburg during the 
construction of Samuelson Hall.

Amount of all takeoffs and landings  
at Bowers Field by CWU’s Department  
of Aviation.

Grants funded during fiscal year 2018.

$113
Million

1358

$13.1 Million

$369,898

90 Percent

$14.4 Million



CWU Department of Public Affairs
400 E University Way

Ellensburg  WA  98926-7505

509-963-1221

cwu.edu
CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution  •  For accommodation email: DS@cwu.edu.


