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CWU IS REQUESTING $3,302,645  
to install a video security system, electronic locking 
systems, and blue light emergency phone upgrades.

In February 2019, CWU was rocked by numerous reports 
of gunshots and shooters in buildings on the Ellensburg 
campus. The event eventually proved to be a false alarm, 
but not before it engaged no fewer than ten local, state 
and federal law-enforcement agencies, shut down the 
campus, and terrified students, parents, and employees all 
over the state. Students and staff forwarded hearsay about 
shooters through text messages and social media. At the 
height of the event, police had received false reports of 
shooters in four buildings at once.

The “ghost event” revealed the problem that  
CWU needs to improve its facilities and systems  
to help keep people safe should an actual shooter 
event occur.

Approximately 10,000 students and 1,200 employees 
populate the campus and on any given day, while the 
university may host as many as 15,000 additional visitors. 
Ensuring the safety of these people is an urgent priority  
for CWU.

According to the report “Aiming at Students: The College 
Gun Violence Epidemic,” written by the Citizens Crime 
Commission of New York City, the number of gun violence 
casualties on or near college campuses has increased 241 
percent since the early 2000s. Furthermore, students make 
up the majority of the victims in these shooting incidents, 
comprising at least two-thirds of the deaths and casualties 
between 2001 and 2016. CWU has so far been fortunate not 
to have experienced an actual active shooter situation, but 
the trends indicate that we must be prepared.

Since February, CWU has self-funded the expansion of 
public safety and preparedness systems and culture at all 
campus locations; however, new door-locking, camera, and 
alert systems are needed to ensure campus safety. CWU has 
prioritized the three components of needed infrastructure, 
as follows:

 SAFETY EQUIPMENT    COST

 Electronic Locking Systems   $1,860,000

 Video Security System  $   622,645

 Blue Light Phones Upgrade  $   820,000

 TOTAL     $3,302,645


