
Creating Worldwide Telescope Tours: Tips 
For Beginners 

Getting Started:  
To begin creating a tour, access to the downloaded version of World Wide Telescope (WWT) is 
necessary. Downloaded WWT telescope from the following link: 
http://www.worldwidetelescope.org/download/. Once WWT telescope is downloaded, open WWT 
telescope and click on Guided Tours > Create a New Tour.  

 

This should open you up to a window asking for Tour Properties. The most important information to be 
recorded will be those marked in the image below, Tour Tile, Author Name, Level of Tour, Catalog 
Objects and Keywords, and Classification Taxonomy. For Classification Taxonomy, click Classification and 
then click the appropriate choices. Clicking okay once all of the information is complete. 

  

http://www.worldwidetelescope.org/download/


Tour Editing:  
To begin your tour, go to your desired start location and click Add a Slide on the top row of the WWT 
screen. You will know your slide has been added when a thumbnail of the screen appears in the 
timeline. 

                                             

Once your slide has been created, click on the time scale below the thumbnail allows a change in the 
speed the slide will appear on screen. Within the bottom of your thumbnail you get the option of 
changing the slide name. Give each slide a short, descriptive title to help you organize your tour.  

       

Adding Text/Images: 
Images – To add an image from an outside source (i.e. the internet) the best option is to Save Image As 
in formats such as; JPG, PNG, TIF, TIFF. Then click the image icon on the right hand side of the WWT tool 
box to insert the image.   

   



Once you have you image in WWT, you change the size, shape and positon as well as the opacity of the 
image. Changing the opacity helps with blending your image into your tour. In order to do this, right click 
on the image and click on Color/Opacity.  

 

Once you click Color/Opacity a screen appearing like the one below will open up. The color option allow 
you to choose with color you would like to change the opacity of, and the percentage is the amount you 
would like the image opacity. The image below shows the earth at 100% opacity on the left and 44% 
opacity on the right. 

   

 

Text/Shapes – Inserting text/shapes can be done similarly when clicking on the icons at the top right 
hand side of the WWT telescope tool box next the picture’s icon.  

 



Once you hit the text box, an area to type your text should appear. In this area, you can change your text 
font, color, border, and alignment. Once you got you text ready, hitting save will add the text to your 
tour, allowing you to place it in your desired location and add motion.  

 

 
Animating picture/text/shape 
In order to add motion to the picture/text/shape right-click on the respective item and click Animate. 
“Animate” causes your picture/text/shape to change from what it looks like at the beginning slide time 
to what it looks like at the ending slide time. 

        

Once that is done, go to that slides thumbnail on the timeline at the top of the screen and click either of 
the miniature triangles above the slide.  Set the left triangle at the start position and size of the 
picture/text/shape and the right triangle as the end position and size. This process is identical to adding 
images. 



                                                     

Creating a Master Slide: 

Make a master slide is very simple. Create a slide in which you want to start your tour and right-click 
that slide, then search for and click on Master Slide. Any writing or image on your master slide will carry 
through during the whole tour. This is the best place to put in your own watermark.  

        

Transitions: 
When making a tour having smooth and clear transitions are very important. In order to change or 
modify your slide transition, click on the arrows between each slide on the timeline. Once clicked, this 
should give you the option to change the type of transition and the timing for each slide during 
transitions.  

 

Inserting Audio/Back Ground Music (BMG): 
Audio – Inserting audio can be done in 2 ways; within a master slide or through each individual slide. 
When inserting through a master slide, your tour ends up having to match the audio. All your speaking 
will be in one slide so having an already set timing of your whole video is important. The other way is to 
insert a separate audio for each slide. When doing this keep in mind that your transitions eat up some of 
the audio so plan ahead. So if your Hold Time is 2 seconds, then two seconds of the audio will be cut. To 
be safe, leave about one second of silence at the beginning and end of each slide’s sound clip. 



 

Music – Inserting music can be done in the master slide. A good site to download royalty free music is 
www.bensound.com.  

The volume for the audio/music can be managed by the main toolbox however personal experience 
show that the change in volume isn’t as drastic. To ensure a loud and clear voice-over, managing volume 
on another video editor is recommended.  

http://www.bensound.com/
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