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CRAFTing a Reteaching Lesson 

 
Play-By-Play 

 

Teaching Context:  When teaching a seventh grade class using CMP the teacher realizes over half of her 

class cannot translate between the improper fractions and mixed numbers.  With help the teacher used the 
CRAFT framework to develop a 20-minute lesson to reteach the concepts and skills related to this 

important mathematical skill. 

 

C: Create Personal Connections and Motivation 
To assess prior knowledge the teacher first created the tasks to find out which students could translate from 

an improper fraction to a mixed number and from a mixed number to an improper fraction.  To create a 

personal connect the teacher had the students draw a representations of the improper fraction and mixed 

number.  In groups, students will discuss the correct answer and how that is represented in the their 

drawings.  The teacher will move to each group to assess their understanding and correct misconceptions. 

 

R: Ready Instruction and Materials 
The creation of this worksheet is developed from careful examination of the mathematics language required 
to think and communicate this mathematical translation.  Students must know the names of the different 

parts of a fraction and mixed number (Vocabulary: numerator, denominator, whole number).  They must 

also know the difference between an improper fraction and a fraction, as well as the, difference between a 

mixed number and a fraction.  They must also be able to communicate the processes of translating between 

the two using drawings, symbols, and words. 

 

A: Address and Directly Teach Comprehension Strategies 
Students are asked to explain their process after it is correct, first through discussion in groups, then in 

writing on their worksheets, and finally a few students will be asked to orally report their definitions and 

explanations to the whole class.  The oral reports will lead to a whole class discussion so that everyone can 

comment and ask questions. 
 

F: Fuse Structures for Critical Thinking and Understanding 
Asking students to create their own problem related to a concept or relationship is a higher-order thinking 

skill.  This task connected with an explanation of what the symbols and drawings mean reveals true 

understanding of the mathematical language connected with improper fractions, mixed numbers, and 

relationship between the two. 

 

T: Target Strategies and Supports for Vocabulary and Writing 
Notice that this strategy is used throughout the activity: 1) Students represent improper fractions and mixed 

numbers with symbols and drawings; 2) then they discuss their work to find out if it is correct; 3) they write 

their definitions and explanations; and 4) finally they orally present their understanding to the whole class 
for discussion. 

 

Instructional use of the worksheet: The worksheet was collected after the mini-lesson and assessed by the 

teacher to evaluation and information about students’ understanding of the relationship between improper 

fraction and mixed numbers.  It is noted that the structure of the worksheet made the lesson more efficient 

because it reduced transition time. 

 

 

 

 


