
Graduate Council Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2016 

SURC 137; 3-5:00  
 
In attendance:  Abdalla, Laila; Andonie, Razvan; Benson, Kelly; Bouillon, Marvin; Claridge, Amy; 
D’Acquisto, Leo; Dormady, Jason; Gabriel, Kara; Ge, Yingbin; Haviland, Liz; Irwin, Jason; Lubinski, Pat; 
Lupton, Natalie; Nataraja, Sundaram (Raj); Olson, Darren; Portlese, Laura; Robinson, Scott; Roemer, 
Karen; Sheeran, Lori; Snedeker, Jeff; Spybrook, Janet; Stoddard, Cody; Walker, Sharryn; Williams, Henry 
 
1. Approval of 5-2-16 minutes: approved 
 
2. Announcements: If you are no longer going to be the program director please let Dawn know and 
please inform her of the person taking your place. 
 
3. Committee Reports:  

A. Graduate Dean, Kevin Archer: No report visiting possible CWU site in Snohomish. 
 
B: Associate Dean, Natalie Lupton: 1. Announced Dawn’s upgrade to Program Support 
Supervisor. Please thank the Graduate School staff they have been working hard on the hooding 
ceremony. 2. Need decisions by June 15 for admitting new students for Fall Qtr 2016. 3. Hooding 
ceremony in the Surc Ballroom review: it isn’t ideal because it is flat seating but there will be 
screens so everyone can see what is happening on stage. Emails were sent out to those faculty 
who have agreed to hood. There was some confusion on the sign up form so we aren’t entirely 
sure how many people will be attending that includes guests because we were limiting tickets 
for each student. Looking at other possible venues for next year if we are over capacity. We are 
still looking for volunteers to help. 
 

 C: Academic Standard committee: 1. Policy change for those students who are admitted to a MA    
 program here at Central to be able to transfer credits (more than what our current transfer 
 credit total is) from their MA to a MFA.  It is very common at other institutions to practice this.  
 It also could be a future recruiting tool from some departments. Policy was approved. 2. The 
 committee reviewed the International Bridge program, however had more questions and would 
 like to discuss it again this Fall and hopefully implement it. 
 

D: Curriculum Committee: English 598 approved. 
 
E. Procedures committee: no report 
 

4. Old Business: Chair election: Yingbin Ge and Laura Portlese gave a quick overview why they were 
interested in serving as GC chair. Each member voted via secret ballot. Yingbin Ge was voted in as the 
new GC chair.  Curriculum committee chair: Raj nominated himself to serve as the chair once his 
program is approved. Raj was elected as interim curriculum committee chair. 



Adjourned: 4:20 pm 
 
 


