
Graduate Council Meeting Minutes 
June 4, 2018 

Barge 304; 3-5:00  
 
In attendance:  Archer, Kevin; Barrigan, Christina; Claridge, Amy; Ely, Lisa; Ernest, Kris; Ge, Yingbin; 
Green, Victoria; Greenwald, Ralf; Hughes, Craig; Kirk, Rachel; Kovalerchuk, Boris; Li, Charles; Lipton, Jen; 
McCutcheon, Pat; Roemer, Karen; Schedler, Chris; Sheeran, Lori; Wattam, Donald; Whitcomb, Kathy 
Guests: Patrick Dizney and Scott Robinson 
 
1. Approval of 5-7-18 minutes and agenda  
 
2. Deans and Committee reports, information and action items: 
 

A. Guest Speakers, Patrick Dizney and Scott Robinson: Re: MFA in Individual Studies; the 
Academic Standards committee had concerns that this specific application would set a 
precedent for approving other MFA degrees in Individual Studies.  There are other concerns 
because there are a couple of other potential applications and the committee feels that a MFA 
(terminal degree) program should be officially created and on the books for students to apply 
to. There was discussion about the program and what is in the catalog and if the MFA would be 
recognized nationally. The MFA proposal was approved and one abstained. 

 
B. Graduate Dean, Kevin Archer: Discussed the questions that will be sent out to summer chairs 
along with additional data so the departments can start pulling their info together for the Fall 
program review. There are questions related to accreditation.  Please make a case for your 
program qualitatively because this assessment will be taking place.  A suggestion to help gather 
answers to the questions would be to set up a Qualtrix doc/survey with the questions and send 
it to each of your faculty members and have them answer the questions the best they can. You 
will have the answers organized when you create your final document on your program. Kevin 
will be supplying the quantitative material for the programs. Unfortunately, there will most 
likely be programs cut.  

 
 C. Associate Dean: no report 
 
 D. Academic Standards committee, Karen Roemer: MFA, Individual Studies proposal approved. 
 
 E. Procedures committee, Lisa Ely/Pat McCutcheon:  11 applications were approved. 
 
 F. Curriculum committee, Jen Lipton: no curriculum to review  
 

G. Ad Hoc Policy Review committee, Pat McCutcheon/Karen Roemer: Motion to approve 
changes in the by-laws pertaining to the curriculum committee, approved and one abstained. 



Motion to approve all the proposed changes in the by-laws modifying regulations for regular 
graduate faculty membership of T/TT faculty, approved. 

 
H. Executive committee, Karen Roemer: GC Chair position and vice chair is currently Rory 
Weishaar and he will step in temporarily. 
  
I. Graduate student association, Victoria Green: There isn’t new officers currently and will 
hopefully have some new members volunteer for the positions.  They are thinking about 
revamping the group because of lack of interest in meetings. 

 
3. New Business: none  
  
Adjourned: 4:50 PM  

 

 

 


