
Graduate Council Meeting Minutes 
February 6, 2017 
Barge 304; 3-5:00  

 
In attendance:  Benson, Kelly; Boullion, Marv; Claridge, Amy; Ge, Yingbin; Haviland, Liz; Kirk, Rachel; 
Lipton, Jen; Lovett, Sadie; Lubinski, Pat; Lupton, Natalie; Mattinson, Chris; Portlese, Laura; Robinson, 
Scott; Roemer, Karen; Sheeran, Lori; Sheldon, Allie; Stoddard, Cody 
Guests: Leslie Lotspeich & Sherri Fujita 
 
1.  Approval of 1-9-17 minutes 
 
2. Deans and Committee reports, information and action items:  
 
 A. UESL, Sherri Fujita: Sherri is excited about launching the graduate preparation program for 
 potential International Students and would like to know which programs would like to partner 
 with UESL and who would be willing to accept in lieu of the TOEFL or IELTS tests the successful 
 completion of the preparation program for condition admission. Please email Sherri at 
 Sherri.Fujita@cwu.edu if you are interested and/or if you have questions.  She has lots of 
 enquiries from students about which programs are going to offer this program. The want to be a 
 resource to the programs that are going to accept the UESL prep program.  
 
 B. GSA, Allie Sheldon: Allie would like to reiterate that they would love to have all disciplines 
 represented in the GSA.  Currently, they are Primate Behavior and Psychology heavy because 
 the students that started the GSA were from those programs. Last quarter they had a social, 
 made their presence more known on social media, started filming testimonials of current 
 graduate students and their thoughts positive and negative about being a graduate student. If 
 the graduate Directors know of any students that want to participate in the testimonials please 
 have them contact Allie. Winter qtr the started a relaxation series and how to reduce stress for 
 graduate students. The next social is on Saturday, March 11.  As a club they have to have some 
 many service hours and they will be assisting Broaden Your Horizons. They are excited that they 
 have some time with the CGS consultants.   
 
 C. Associate Dean, Natalie Lupton: On March 2 at 11 and 1 GC should block out those times to  
 participate in the forums with the CGS consultants. When the locations are set an email will be 
 sent out. March 3 at 10 the discussion will be about Assistantships and GC is encouraged to 
 participate. The full schedule will be emailed out to GC. Natalie will be discussing with the Deans 
 Professional Development in regards to curriculum and Curriculog.  Leslie Lotspeich: The 
 Hooding ceremony was so successful last year that it will be held again this year the night before 
 Commencement Friday, June 9 from 5-7 pm in the Surc ballroom. They would like even more 
 faculty participation this year if at all possible.  Students can request a faculty member to hood t
 hem when they register for commencement and/or the hooding ceremony. Faculty will need to 
 register as well for the ceremonies they are attending. They are still working on the registration 
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 and/forms to hopefully stream line the process.  There are deadlines for registration and we 
 trying to figure to work on those dates giving everyone enough time to sign up. Leslie explained 
 the format of the ceremony and about the speakers.  Last year we had 2 student speakers that 
 were fabulous and will want nominations for GC again this year for potential speakers.  The 
 question will there be a limit of guests?  We are assuming because of the success of last year 
 there will be more students attending and the ballroom only holds around 600.  We are trying to 
 think of ways to accommodate over flow like using the Surc Theatre etc. Also, all faculty are 
 welcome to attend in regalia and there will be a section that they can sit even if they aren’t 
 hooding, they still need to register. Reminder that Leslie is willing to chat with students and/or 
 faculty about grant writing. 
 
 D. Curriculum Committee, Jen Lipton: They are meeting very regularly due to the high volume of 
 curriculum.  They are trying to make sure that there is some standardization being done at the 
 Chair/Dean/Registrar level to help with their review of Learner Outcomes etc before it get to the 
 GC curriculum committee. They are doing their best to review before the proposals before they 
 are rejected because of time constraints. They have discussed that their committee should be 
 the final say for graduate courses because of their extensive review and the potential of there 
 not being a graduate faculty member on FSCC and that committee reviewing again. Cody 
 Stoddard mentioned that he would be happy to start the conversation with Faculty Senate. 
 
 E. Academic Standard Committee, Rory Weishaar: no report 
 
 F. Procedures Committee, Pat Lubinski: Reviewed 7 in January and 43 total reviewed this year. 
 Pat reminded GC that applications aren’t always filled out completely and they email faculty and 
 ask for clarification.   
 
 G. Executive Committee, Yingbin Ge: Reminded GC they had a list of questions for the CGS 
 consultants.  
 
3. New Business:   
 Yingbin asked GC if it would be alright that the GSA/Allie Sheldon give a quick a report at each 
 meeting, this was approved.  An idea was brought to GC about possibly shrinking the council 
 down and not have all the Directors serve but to have 10 or so members for a limited term 
 which would be determined and then rotate. This would help reduce workloads.  This is open for 
 discussion as well as where the council as a group wants to go? Some of the concerns were 
 about information dissemination and better ways to distribute info.  However, the meetings are 
 for making decisions and voting not necessarily receiving information.  Yingbin would like the 
 committee members to think about this option or any other options that might help.  This topic 
 will be revisited Spring Qtr.  
 
Adjourned: 4:45 PM 
 



 


