Imagine
              by  Huijin Seo

Imagine! Everything is so expensive. There aren't any chances to use English outside of class. It's hard to concentrate to study because you are enjoying the nightlife too much. The area is densely populated, noisy, polluted, and has endless traffic jams. Are you sure that those places which include these bad factors are good places to study English? Do you want to study English in a big city just because you've already heard its names? Or are you looking for a place which doesn't includes these bad factors? It is in Ellensburg that these obstacles are not existent. And I think that the main reasons to study in Ellensburg are its affiliation with a university, its good atmosphere, and its low living expenses. 
First of all, the ESL program in Ellensburg is affiliated with a university. Ellensburg has a fabulous university which is Central Washington University. CWU runs an ESL program, which is called UESL. When you arrive, you'll be matched with a native speaker through the conversation partnership. It's a good way to use English regularly and to make a friend. Also you can use all of the university facilities as an ESL student such as the library, gym, dormitories, and so on. Especially, you can choose from many kinds of dormitories, stay with an American roommate, and live in convenient location on campus. In addition, you might get extra credit from your university. And it'll be helpful when you graduate because you need a certain amount of credit for graduate.
	Second, Ellensburg has a good atmosphere for study and living. It is a safe, peaceful and beautiful place. And people are so friendly, nice, and kind. And the UESL program in Ellensburg has ethnic diversity. The students in this program come from eight countries at least. Additionally, the UESL student population isn't lopsided only a few nationalities. So we have to communicate in English with our friends because it is the only common language. It's an important point because I think that using only English without speaking our mother tongue is a better way to study English. Also it means that you'll have many chances to make international friends. So these qualitiies of the atmosphere in Ellensburg make the living situation nice and are very helpful to improve English. 
	Finally, living and studying in Ellensburg doesn’t cost too much. The Government figures show Ellensburg's cost of living is 3.38% lower than the U.S. average. So its living expenses are more affordable than those of other cities. Also the UESL program is cheaper than those in other schools in the U.S. The average tuition of universities’ ESL programs in the big cities is around $4000~$5000. But tuition of the UESL program in Ellensburg is just $2000. It is less expensive than the others. But the program doesn't compromise in educational quality. It offers 20 hours of instruction per week with good instructors. So it's a very reasonable choice. Compared with other big cities, Ellensburg is the best place to save your money while you study abroad.
	In conclusion, Ellensburg is very attractive place because of its fine affiliation with a university, good atmosphere, and low cost. For these reasons, Ellensburg will be the best place for you if you want to study English in the U.S. I hope to see you next quarter in Ellensburg.

