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Telmuun Bayarsaikhan – 
honor student from Mongolia
It gives me a great pleasure to introduce myself. My name is Telmuun 

Bayarsaikhan and I am an international student from Mongolia 

who is studying at Central Washington University, and this is my 

3rd year at CWU!”

Telmuun studied at the Russian Embassy School for ten 

years in Mongolia. He had always been a capable student, 

very active in all fields of school activities. As a class monitor for 

6 years, he had to develop good communication, teamwork, 

and problem solving skills to organize and fund-raise for his 

school activities. He really enjoyed working with large groups 

of people.

 In 2007, Telmuun had successfully finished a high 

school exchange program in the United States. He graduated 

from Montesano Jr-Sr High School with excellence and became 

the senior honor student. During this time, Telmuun lived with 

an American host family for one academic year in Montesano, 

WA. That was the first big step for him to set his goals and “to 

begin the road that will lead me”.

 It was interesting and great for Telmuun to live with 

a new family as an exchange student. His host family was the 

Berry’s and Telmuun describes them as wonderful people. He 

had two host brothers, Sean (20) and Mike (17) and they 

had a lot of fun doing activities together (like skiing, hiking, 

kayaking, traveling and more). Telmuun really enjoyed his 

experiences at Montesano Jr-Sr High School. He made a lot of 

good friends and learned a lot. He also really enjoyed playing 
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on the basketball team for his high school.

 During Telmuun’s exchange program he had the chance 

to meet Washington’s longtime Secretary of State, Ralph Munro 

(Secretary of State from 1980-2001). He was a relative of 

Telmuun’s host family. Telmuun truly believes that his experience 

as an exchange student, opened many new possibilities along the 

way to his future. His student exchange program helped him 

become more independent and open-minded. “It is so interesting 

to know and discover absolutely new things. My adventure of 

being an exchange student enriched my life tremendously.”

Photos: Telmuun with his Host Dad Bradley Berry (left); at the University of Washington (top); and with his host family (bottom).
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Photo: While on a 
cross country ski 
trip with a group of 
exchange students 
(top); with CWU 
mascot Wellington, 
International Student 
Advisor (Roz) and 
new exchange and 
freshmen students at 
the Bite of the Burg, 
last year in 2010.

 Presently, Telmuun is in his third year at Central 

Washington University. He is a junior and is majoring in Law 

and Justice and Foreign Language. His minors are International 

Studies and Political Science and is presently working as a peer 

mentor in the Office of International Studies and Programs. 

Telmuun’s CWU club experience includes being the newly 

elected president of the International Club; Secretary for 

the United Nations Society Club; and a social event 

coordinator for the Russian Club. He still enjoys 

fund-raising, traveling, going to sporting events 

and “club t-shirts”.

 “For me the most important thing I 

value in a person is hard work. Therefore I am 

trying really hard to be a good student and a 

world citizen. I am trying my best, and I will 

always try my best. College is the place where we 

students learn and share our ideas. We all have 

goals and dreams and we can all achieve it.”
continued on next page



Mongolians are famous for many things, including their 

nomadic culture, but even more striking is their innate 

sense of hospitality. While guests are given traditional offerings 

and treats from the moment of their arrival, Mongolians will 

go so far as to leave the “ger” (Yurt) unlocked 

in order to allow any passerby to rest and enjoy 

treats left on the table for visitors.

 The Prezwalski’s horse had been native 

to Asia, primarily China and Mongolia with the 

last wild horse being spotted in China in 1966.  

The horse is named after the Russian geographer 

and explorer Nikolai Przhevalsky and has never 

been domesticated, hence it is considered to be 

the world’s true wild horse.

Mongolian nomads typically raise goats, 

sheep, cattle (including yaks), camels, and 

horses. These animals are used for food, dairy 

products, transportation and wool. The horse, 

Photos: An old Mongolian musician dressed in national clothing, medals on his chest (top); The Naadam Festival (Mongolia’s national games featuring 
one of the  three manly games – horse racing (center); white goats in summer prairies of Inner Mongolia, China (bottom)
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highly venerated in Mongolian tales and legends, 

is a focal point of Mongolian life. Horses provide 

the main mode of transportation outside of the 

capital city. Children learn to ride at a very young 

age, and riding skills are a point of pride among 

Mongolian citizens. Due to the belief that a horse 

race is a test more of the animal than the man, the 

Naadam Festival (Mongolia’s national games) often features 

child jockeys. The festival, also called “eriin gurvan Naadam” or 

“three manly games”, has its roots in Mongolia’s warrior tradition. 

It features three sports considered prime areas for the “true man 

to show his ability”: horse racing, archery, and wrestling. (Women 

do actually participate in the first two events.)

 During the 13th and 14th centuries, the Mongol Empire 

was the biggest land empire in the world, extending from the 

Yellow Sea in eastern Asia to the borders of Eastern Europe.

Naadam (Mongolian: Наадам, lit. “games”) is a traditional type of 
festival in Mongolia. The festival is also locally termed “eriin gurvan 
naadam” (эрийн гурван наадам) “the three games of men”. The 
games are Mongolian wrestling, horse racing and archery and are held 
throughout the country during the midsummer holidays. Women have 
started participating in the archery and girls in the horse-racing games, 
but not in Mongolian wrestling.

Home of Telmuun



Professor Has Designs 
On Childhood 
Education

In Korea, Kyung Seog Lee has dedicated his life to bringing school 

work and play together in an emerging field of educational 

design sometimes known as “edutainment”. Currently visiting 

CWU as an Exchange Scholar, Professor Lee teaches at Hankyong 

National University’s School of Design, where he specializes in 

both visual and identity design.  He is spending this his sabbatical 

year at Central in order to continue his research efforts, as well as 

exchange design ideas with interested colleagues. 

 While conventional wisdom has long embraced traditional 

teaching methods without questioning their effectiveness, Lee 

explains the evolution of thinking that lead to support for an 

edutainment-based approach to childhood education: “…it 

became much more important to [engage] active thinking with 

the support of proper educational tools than the theory-oriented 

education in the book format.”

 In 2004, HNU’s School of Design was selected to participate 

in the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology’s “School-

 Portfolio: The Creativity Development Design for Children (top 
inset); Hyung Seog Lee and his wife, Hyung Mi Park with their 
daughter Shin Hyun Lee (middle); The Assembly Boards Sets for 
Child Education (bottom).
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Based Enterprise Project.” Lee was appointed project director, and 

worked to develop and create products and related materials for 

children’s publications. As of 2007, the School of Design offers an 

Edutainment Design major, which focuses on developing children’s 

creativity through design. Given his background and experience, 

Lee was a natural fit to head the ED major.

 Lee’s focus in research is to develop design-based teaching 

tools aimed at students from ages 5-10, in kindergarten and 

elementary school. The professor sees urgency in creating these 

teaching tools that don’t yet exist but are essential to childhood 

learning. He believes that once these tools are created, existing 

educational programs will merge with cutting-edge edutainment 

to form a powerful synthesis that could become the norm in 

education world-wide.

 In addition to teaching, Professor Lee has participated in 

a number of university-industry cooperative projects.

 Lee’s focus in research is to develop design-based teaching 

tools aimed at students from ages 5-10, in kindergarten and elemen-

 Portfolio: The Creativity Development Design for 
Children (top); Animal form chair (above); Save the 
Earth, 2010, Kumho Gallery, Seoul (left).
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tary school. The professor sees urgency in creating these teaching tools that don’t yet 

exist but are essential to childhood learning. He believes that once these tools are 

created, existing educational programs will merge with cutting-edge edutainment 

to form a powerful synthesis that could become the norm in education world-wide.

In addition to teaching, Professor Lee has participated in a number of university-

industry cooperative projects. Prior to becoming a professor, he spent six years at 

Design Company, where he served clients such as Hyundai Motors and Samsung 

Life Insurance as well as a number of public organizations. Faculty and staff 

wishing to get in touch with Professor Lee may contact him at 509-963-1523. 

“ Existing educational 
programs will merge 
with cutting-edge 
edutainment to form a 
powerful synthesis.”

1.2 Paperboard House (above);  Assembly Boards Sets for Child Education 
(below); Mask and hat (top and bottom left).
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Making copies, answering phones, running errands – these 

are the things I expected to fill my days working as an 

Office Assistant at the International Center. To my surprise and 

delight, my workplace – a desk situated in the corner of a large 

reception room known by some as The Lounge – was the perfect 

place to discover a myriad of cultures and personalities, learn 

bits of exotic languages, and share in the common frustrations 

and unique dreams of CWU’s international students. Like a fly 

on the wall of a grand train station, I’ve been privileged to view 

a world beyond my own experiences. Who knew that a student 

computer lounge could be so… educational? 

 I’m not the only one who considers this room to be a 

special space. Like Norm Peterson from the hit sitcom “Cheers”, 

a number of students make the International Center Lounge a 

regular stop on their daily rounds, including: 

 Angus, who views life - and video games - through an 

engineer’s lens (Tetris, anyone?); Montadr, whose love for 

learning computer code almost exceeds our love of his cooking; 

Ryuei, the trilingual fashionista (watch out, Anna Sui!); and 

Susmita, a well-traveled pre-Med student who (gasp!) secretly 

loves to watch surgical videos.

 In addition, some of these students have been contributing 

writers for the Passages newsletter, most recently Quratulain 

(Fall 2010), and Telmuun (Winter 2011).

 On any given day, you’ll find Lounge Regulars mixing 

with other CWU students waiting for appointments with Study 

Abroad or with the ever-popular international student advisor 

Roslyn “Roz” Moes.

 Whether rushing in to print out homework right 

before class or hanging out to play online games and update 

their Facebook pages, students make good use of the computers 

which line one wall of the room.  Many prefer the Lounge to 

other campus locations, claiming it as 

a place where “we feel accepted,” and 

“people are friendly and can understand 

our accents.”

  Sadly, there are times when the 

Lounge is empty. Even “Cheers” had 

to close at the end of the day, and of 

course students have classes to attend 

and busy lives to lead outside of the International 

Center. But for this CWU employee, each day 

begins in anticipation of the diverse parade of 

familiar faces as international students do their 

part to connect a small rural town to cities, 

countries and cultures all over the globe.

The Lounge
By Jan Powell

View from the Lounge (left);  regular Lounge visitor 
Montadr Al Mashama smiles for the camera (inset).

OISP Lounge



UESL Lecturer Jamey Pitts seems destined to become a teacher of language.  His 

journey began soon after graduating from Ellensburg High School in 1987. He first 

relocated to Belgium, where he worked in a bakery. His next stop was West Berlin. After the 

reunification of Germany, with the former DDR finally allowing trading and interaction 

with western European countries – something that hadn’t happened for decades – there 

was a sudden demand for EFL (English as Foreign Language) teachers.  

 Jamey got his first teaching job at the Community College of Wismar, where, 

at the school’s request, he attended classes for a quarter and worked with the teachers 

of those classes to learn about grammar and teaching methods. He later found work at 

The German Telecom, and the state Bureau of Employment, where he taught English to 

students of international accounting. 

 In addition to a love for languages and culture, while working abroad, Jamey 

found ways to incorporate another interest of his: music. In Germany, he worked as a 

musician at the local theater and played in a Klezmer big band, and, once again drawn to 

a teaching role, served as a music instructor at a private school.

 Jamey returned to the States in 1997, and worked odd jobs until obtaining 

Washington state residency. He attended Central, where he earned a Bachelor’s in Foreign 

Jamey Pitts –
UESL Lecturer

UESL



Language with a Chinese minor, obtaining a Master’s in TESOL soon 

afterward.

 While an undergraduate, Jamey worked in the Foreign Language 

Department, as a German tutor and office assistant. In 2001, he traveled 

to Taipei, Taiwan, where he stayed for 14 months to complete his minor. 

He later returned to Taiwan to work at a private school. 

 Jamey is grateful for his time abroad: “I feel that I am lucky 

to have had these experiences.” Among his most prized acquisitions is 

the ability to speak fluent German and beginner-level Chinese. Like a 

true teacher, Jamey waxes eloquent on the advantages of varied learning 

methods: “I can say with certainty that my progress in the acquisition 

of these [languages] was quickest when a grammar book was used 

alongside regular conversation with native speakers. Learning from 

a book alone did not motivate me, nor did it develop confidence in 

my ability to communicate. Relying solely on conversation to learn 

a language allowed errors to go undetected, as most people are too 

polite to point out mistakes.”  

 Currently, Jamey works as a lecturer with the University 

English as a Second Language program. With six years of teaching 

CWU’s international students (in UESL and AUAP), Jamey shows 

no signs of slowing down.

Walking on Taiwan mountain (opposite page); German village 
(top); Jamey spent time with his Taiwan student’s family (middle); 
Jamey with his student from Taiwan in 2003 (bottom); Jamey’s 
neighborhood in Germany (left).
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Australia (3)  

Canada (4) 

China (70) 

Ecuador (1)

Cote D’Ivoire (1)

Brazil (2)

Finland (1) 

France (1) 

Gambia (1) 

Germany (1) 

Ghana (2) 

Italy (1) 

India (1) 

Indonesia (8) 

Hong Kong (13) 

Japan (141) 

Korea (Republic of (24)  

Macao (1) 

Kuwait (1) 

Mexico (1)

Mauritania (1)

Pakistan (1) 

Netherlands (1) 

Russian Federation (4)

Saudi Arabia (95)

Spain (1) 

Mongolia (3)

Sri Lanka (1)

Taiwan (33) 

Thailand (2) 

United Kingdom (5)

Viet Nam (69) 

Zambia (1) 

Yemen (1) 

Sweden (3)
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