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Vietnamese Aviation Program 
Celebrates at CWU
By Michael Launius, Executive Director

The first cohort of 30 Vietnamese students studying 

aviation maintenance completed their program at CWU 

last quarter and held their degree completion ceremony on 

March 20, 2009.  This program is a joint project of CWU’s 

Department of Aviation, American Pacific University (APU) 

in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), and Vietnam Airlines (VNA).  

Also integral to the successful implementation of this program 

are the College of Education and Professional Studies, the 

Office of Continuing Education, and the Office of International 

Studies and Programs.

  The completion ceremony was held at the SURC 

Theater and attended by the graduates, family and friends 

from Vietnam, fellow students, official delegates from APU 

and VNA, and CWU faculty and staff.  Provost Wayne Quirk, 

CEPS Interim Dean Connie Lambert, Aviation Department 

Chair Amy Hoover, APU student Hieu Le Nguyen, APU 

President  Binh Thy Ngyugen Tran and VNA Training 

Director Nguyen Thi Minh Ha spoke at the completion 

ceremony about the importance of this project in terms of 

building bridges to provide professional training, enhanced 
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cross-cultural understanding, and improved international 

cooperation between Vietnam and the United States.

 A second, smaller group of ten VNA/APU aviation 

students started their program this Spring quarter.  In addition 

to the aviation students, we have also received seven additional 

matriculated students who are not majoring in aviation from 

APU this academic year.  Congratulations to all the students, 

faculty, and staff who have helped make this important program 

such a rousing success!

Khanh Van Dang
Tung The Do
Tung Lam Doan
Anh Viet Ha
Anh Tuan Hoang
Khanh Trong Hoang 
Anh TranThe Le
Phong Pham Tuan Le
SonThai Nghiem
Dung The Ngo
Anh Quan Nguyen 
Chinh Duc Nguyen
Duc Anh Nguyen
Hieu Le Nguyen
Hoang Duc Nguyen

Khuong  Le Nam Nguyen 
Minh Duc Nguyen 
Tung Huy Nguyen
Duong Quang  Ninh 
Nhut Ngoc Pham 
Phong Dang Pham 
Trung Huy Pham 
DucTienTran
Hoang Thai Tran 
Tuan Cong Tran
Quang Viet Trinh
Viet Quoc Trinh
Minh Xuan Vo
Vinh Quoc Vo
Tran Ngoc Vu

Program Participants:



Program Assistant

 Nicole Burk has sometimes been called the Chicken 

Lady, Hobby Farmer, Former Techie, Master Gardner in 

training, sometime artist and is now our Program Assistant 

for SEVIS support at Central Washington University. She 

has come full circle since she received her degree at CWU in 

Art. Nicole grew up in Cle Elum and now has come back. She 

previously worked in Seattle as a 

Client Service Engineer where she 

worked for an online advertising 

company.

  After burning out from 

60 hour work weeks watching 

the sun come up and go down 

from her cubicle window and not 

touching dirt for months, Nicole 

and her husband (David) decided 

to move back to Ellensburg. 

David also went to Central. They 

purchased 10 acres and Nicole’s 

husband made the mistake of 

telling her that if they were going 

to have that much property, they 

would need to do something with it. Four Dexter Cows, one 

bull, five pigs, twelve geese, twenty turkeys, thirty guinea hens, 

forty ducks, two hundred chickens, three cats and three dogs 

later – they have plenty to do.

 They have also planted a two-acre orchard of heirloom 

apples, pears, plums, cherries, peaches, apricots and nectarines 

along with grapes, blueberries, currants, gooseberries, 

raspberries, asparagus and whatever else Nicole can get to grow 

in the garden. They started with a bare patch of farmland and 

are trying to make it into a self-sufficient organic farm. Nicole 

says “Everything is in the beginning stages, but it’s going to 

look great in a few years.”

 From May to October you 

can find Nicole at the Farmers 

Market selling eggs. If she can 

get anything else to grow in large 

enough quantities to sell at the 

market they’ll be selling that too. 

When the market is not in session 

Nicole’s running a home egg 

delivery to downtown Ellensburg 

customers.

 Nicole, as the saying goes, is 

a jack of all trades, but according to 

her, master of none. She can take 

apart her computer, her tractor or 

build a chicken coop. Functional, 

yes, but there may be some extra 

parts and they may not look very pretty. She is usually pretty 

quiet unless you ask her about her animals or eggs. Then she 

has all sorts of things to say. So if you ever want to talk turkey, 

chicken, duck, goose, cow, dog, cat, pig or any other animal just 

stop by Nicole’s office, however she does make an exception at 

snakes and slugs. 

Nicole Burk

Photos: (Opposite Above) APU Student Tung Do, (Above) Nicole Burk, Office of International Studies & Programs

Program Assistant - SEVIS



International Students 
at the CWU centers

International Students

By Roslyn Moes, International Student Advisor

 Of the 209 international students I advise, about thirty are 

studying at the CWU-Lynnwood Center and fifteen are studying 

at the CWU-Des Moines Center.  Most of the students are direct 

transfers from the host institutions (Edmonds Community College 

in Lynnwood and Highline Community College in Des Moines), but 

many students choose these campuses to live in the city, be close to 

family members or to have more employment opportunities (both 

internships and after graduation).

 Advising from a distance has its challenges, but has been a lot 

easier than first imagined.  Thanks to technology, the students are able 

to “attend” orientation via distance education as well as correspond 

by e-mail or call “on-campus” through the student line located in the 

lobby of each Center.  Having the students there also allows me the 

opportunity to visit the Centers each quarter and provide occasional 

face-to-face advising.  I’ve been touched at how grateful the students 

are when I take the time to drive “all the way” from Ellensburg to 

meet them and relieve their anxieties about their visa or how to apply 

for a work permit.  I do my best to make it clear to them from the 



CWU Centers

beginning that I’m their Advisor as much as I am for students here at 

the main campus.

 The on-going support and assistance from the staff at the 

Centers have also been a big help.  From the Secretaries to the Academic 

Advisors to the Career Counselor, even the student employees are 

always very helpful and willing to have the patience and care that 

the international students need.  The International Services office at 

the host campuses have also played a big part, not only in recruiting 

students to attend the Centers, but by allowing our students to join 

their clubs, international student events and direct them to me when 

students have questions.   A big “thank you” to each and everyone one 

of you!

 The population of international students at the Centers is 

growing quickly.  At this point, we’re already anticipating twelve new 

students at CWU Center campuses for spring quarter.  We anticipate 

further growth this fall as we bring in a new International Student 

Recruiter and continue to develop relationships with the International 

Advisors at the surrounding community colleges. 



Iran 1968-1971



A pictorial

Steve Horowitz has been the Director of the University English 

as a Second Language Program since 1990. He received his M.A. 

in TESL from Colorado State University and has taught ESL for 

more than twenty years. Steve has traveled in many countries 

including Japan, India, Mexico, Afghanistan and Norway. He 

lived in Iran for three years. 

In 1968-71, Steve took these photos during his stay in Iran. 

(Photos on left are taken in Azarbaidjan, Northwestern Iran; 

above and to the right is Isfahan, historic and cultural center.

Iran:



Iran



        A pictorial

Photos: Opposite page are a group of Kurdish kids and the final photos are of the Caspian Region in the northern part of the country.)



UESL

 The University English as a Second Language Program 

(UESL), a self-support unit of OISP for nearly twenty years, is 

primarily a year-round intensive English program for students 

from around the world. UESL is the only CWU entity actively 

recruiting international students overseas and marketing both 

UESL and CWU around the world. 

 The UESL Program provides numerous benefits to 

CWU including recruiting, preparing, and facilitating the 

admission of international undergraduates at Central. More 

than half of the international undergraduates at Central spent 

some preparation time in the UESL Program. Over the past 

five years about 150 students have taken this pathway.

 UESL supports the mission and strategic plan of the 

university by bringing ethnic diversity and internalization to 

the campus. For example, nearly all Saudi Arabian students 

at Central have come through the program. In Fall 2008, the 

program had 90 students from eleven countries including   

Mauritania, Afghanistan, Thailand, Vietnam, Qatar and 

Venezuela as well as Japan, China, Korea, Saudi Arabia and 

Taiwan.

 There are opportunities for cross-cultural interaction 

through Conversation Partners especially for Anthropology, 

Communication, Foreign Language and Education classes 

along with international roommates and Conversation Group 

leaders in the summer.

               The unit gives support for CWU’s overseas partnerships 

by developing and providing short-term group programs and 

opportunities for exchange scholars or their spouses to take 

ESL classes. UESL serves as a resource for the campus and 

Ellensburg community as far as language, culture, and TESL 

issues are concerned.

 Financially, UESL also provides significant benefits 

to the university. The program has been facilitating the 

undergraduate admission of international students for more 

than 12 years through the conditional admission and UESL 

recommendation arrangements.  Last year alone, this process 

resulted in 38 undergraduates. That number of students 

translates into over $500,000 per year. For a four year degree, 

that would be more than $2 million.  The 150 students 

mentioned above represent approximately $6 million in 

tuition alone. Expanding the number of international students 

at Central is a strategy worth exploring for all the reasons given 

above, especially during this current budget crisis.

What UESL Does for CWU

Photo: Jack Frost  

By Steve Horowitz, Director, UESL Program



ISPAC

 The International Studies & Programs 

Advisory Committee (ISPAC) is responsible for making 

recommendations to the Executive Director of International 

& Studies Programs. ISPAC makes recommendations on 

matters relating to international students and scholars, U.S. 

students, staff, and faculty participating in overseas programs, 

and the development and operation of university linkages and 

partnerships with foreign institutions of higher education. 

 ISPAC has a grant program that has three areas 

of support:  1) Projects which will further CWU goals of 

internationalizing the curriculum;  (Applicants need to provide 

specific examples of new CWU causes/programs, infusion of 

significant international content into existing CWU causes/

programs, creation of study abroad opportunities for CWU 

students linked to new or existing curriculum, etc.); 2) Projects 

which will strengthen area studies education; 3) Projects which 

support faculty, administration, or staff development related 

to international education. Last year, the committee awarded 

eleven ISPAC grants. 

 The Committee meets every quarter and appointed 

members include one faculty each from CAH, CEPS, COB, 

COTS, Asian Studies, European Studies, Foreign Languages, 

Latin American Studies and one student from the International 

Club.  The current Chair is Nathalie Kasselis-Smith, Department 

of Foreign Languages and other committee members include: 

Paulus Pimomo (English); Yukari Amos (Education); Ron 

Tidd (Accounting); Barbara Ann Flanagan (Political Science); 

Jeffrey Dippman (Philosophy); Roxanne Easley (History); 

Stella Moreno (Foreign Languages). Michael Launius is the 1 

Ex-officio member of the committee.

ISPAC Committee

Photo: Nathalie Kasselis-Smith, Chair, ISPAC Committee 

By Bobbie Peterson
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Australia (1) 

Belarus (1)

Cameroon (1)

Canada (6)

China (40) 

France (2)

Germany (1) 

Ghana (3) 

Hong Kong (9) 

India (1) 

Indonesia (4) 

Office of International Studies and Programs (OISP) 

International Students - Winter 2009
Total Countries : 33   Total Students : 333
Reported By Nicole Burk

Russian Federation(1)

Saudi Arabia (24)

South Afrrica (1)

 Sri Lanka (1)

Taiwan (39) 

Thailand (4)

Ukraine (1) 

United Kingdom (2) 

Venezuela (1)

 Viet Nam (44)

Zambia (1)

Study Abroad - Summer 2009
Folklore Fieldwork on Mexico’s Gulf Coast

July 6 - 31, Veracruz, Mexico
Led by Professor Dr. Raymond Hall

African and Black Studies
Veracruz, Mexico

This is a folklore field study course that focuses on the Afromestizo 
in the country of Mexico. Students will learn folklore fieldwork 
methodology and apply this in collecting ethnographic blue print of 
the Afromestizo. Students will have the opportunity to visit Yanga City, 
the oldest run-away slave community in Mexico. Students will also have 
the opportunity to snorkel or scuba off Isla Lobo, where contraband 
slaves were drowned if detected by the Spanish. The group will visit 
the pyramids of Tajin and the Totemic Indians who were enslaved with 
Africans during Mexico’s colonial period.

Program Overview

The purpose of this program is to provide students an opportunity to 
conduct field research on the Afromestizo, an under-researched group. 
Students will also become familiar with the historical development 
of Veracruz, Mexico with respect to race, ethnicity and regional 
development. Some of the planned excursions include:
 
	 •	Mexico	City
	 •	Xalapa,	Veracruz
	 •	Hacienda	del	Lincero	Museum
	 •	University	of	Veracruz
	 •	Library	of	Gonxalo	Agui

Iran (1)

Japan (105) 

Kenya (3) 

Korea (29) 

Mauritania (1) 

Mongolia (1)

Netherlands (1)

 Pakistan (1)

Philippines (1)

Qatar (1) 

Romania (1) 


