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CWU & Vietnam Collaborate
on Aviation Program

A

By Michael Launius, Executive Director

t the beginning of Winter Quarter, 2008 CWU

an agreement reached between the Boeing Company,

admitted 30 new students from Vietnam who

Vietnam Airlines, America Pacific University, and

are seeking BS degrees in Aviation Maintenance. These

South Seattle Community College (SSCC). Airlines

students are the first cohort in what is hoped to be a long

throughout Southeast Asia are rapidly expanding

series of such groups coming to us
from a new Vietnamese exchange
partner institution located in
Ho Chi Minh City, formerly
known as Saigon. That partner is

services and VNA is no exception. In

CWU has one of the
few Aviation majors in
the USA.

America Pacific University, a new

the course of expansion VNA bought
planes from Boeing to add to its fleet,
but quickly found that it needed to
dramatically increase qualified staff to
fly and maintain their aircraft, hence

private university emphasizing coursework in English,

the agreement to train ground staff in the US at SSCC.

an international curriculum, and the opportunity for

CWU entered the picture when VNA decided that they

Vietnamese students to study abroad – particularly in the

should go on to earn four-year degrees to complete

United States.

their training. CWU has one of the few Aviation

This project was first initiated in 2003 as part of

majors in the USA. The first group
continued on page 2
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CWU & Vietnam
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of aviation maintenance students began their program at SSCC in 2005 and most completed their certificate
program last June.
OISP was asked to collaborate with Continuing Education, the Department of Aviation, and several
other CWU programs to create a curriculum, provide advising services, and handle immigration needs for
this student group. There is also money budgeted in case any of the students require UESL assistance. If all
goes to plan, they should complete their BS degrees in five
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quarters of work here at CWU. If all goes well, APU has
plans to send more students in the maintenance program,
but is also considering plans to train pilots, teachers,
business majors, and students in other disciplines, as
well. We all hope that this is “the beginning of a beautiful
friendship” between CWU and APU.
Both Roz Moes (ISA) and Nicole Mozingo (SEVIS) have
worked really hard to process the paperwork and welcome
these students into the CWU community. And others like
Karen Hill and Bobbie Peterson also helped to orient the
students to a new (and climatically colder) environment. It
is great to have a new national and cultural addition to the
CWU international student community and I urge you all
to help in welcoming our new Vietnamese contingent to
our office and our campus.

international students

Who is an
International Student?
With the United States being the melting pot that it is, sometimes it’s difficult to know where people
are from, how long they’ve been here, what they’re doing here and how long they’re staying! At the Office
of International Studies and Programs (OISP), we appreciate people from all cultures and backgrounds, but
without “international students,” as we define them, three-quarters of our programs wouldn’t exist!
In a nutshell, an international student is a person from a foreign country who has been allowed to
enter the United States with a student visa to study. Some international students come to learn English
[such as those in our University English as a Second Language Program (UESL)], while others are here to
obtain a degree (undergraduate and/or graduate). Just like students from Yakima chose Central Washington
University, so have these students, they’ve just chosen a school a little further from home.
International students typically don’t have family here nor are they are allowed to remain in the
U.S. for an indefinite amount of time. Each international student has a document which indicates how
long they can remain in the U.S and their purpose for being here. Once that date is reached, they have two
months to pursue further studies, transfer to another institution, change their visa or return home. In fact,
the student visa law obligates international students to return home when they complete their final level of
education. Granted, that could be a while if they start in a UESL and work their way toward a Ph.D., but
the requirement to return home is always lingering in the back of their minds.
Now that we’ve established who international students are, it’s safe to discuss their various purposes
for being at Central and how the various offices in OISP serve them. I’ve already mentioned UESL. Those
students are here to improve their language skills. Some are learning English to increase their hiring
potential, while others are seeking the recommendation to begin a degree program. UESL students aren’t
required to be international, but most of them are by the nature of the program.
A similar program is the Asia University America Program (AUAP). These students are only at Central for six
months as required by Asia University in Japan. Both the UESL and AUAP programs have their own faculty,
their own classes and have daily contact with their students.
Although my title is International Student Advisor, I’m only responsible for the 200+ “matriculated”
students who are seeking a degree. My students are fully integrated in courses with the other university
continued on page 7

By Roz Moes

study abroad and exchange programs

Far Flung Faculty Show
Students the World
At Central Washington University, study abroad and exchange takes many forms: students can take
classes abroad in English, dive into an intensive language program, take classes in the host country’s language,
or even exchange within the United States. There are over 150 programs in 40 different countries, anywhere
from ten days to ten months long, offered by partners and organizations throughout the world. During the
2006-2007 school year, over 200 CWU students participated in study abroad experiences.
In addition, CWU is fortunate to be able to offer
a wide variety of “faculty-led programs,” created by
dedicated CWU faculty from a variety of departments
and colleges. For these programs, faculty use their
research interests and experiences to develop and then
lead short-term programs abroad. These have typically
included spring breaks, four week summer programs,
and even quarter-long experiences.
Over the years, CWU students have benefitted
greatly from these programs, learning first-hand from
faculty while studying in destinations as diverse as
Zambia, Ireland, India, China, Mexico, and Japan.
Study abroad trends continue to indicate an increased
interest in short-term programs due to their affordability
and the ease with which they can be incorporated into a
student’s course of study.
The Blue Mosque in Istanbul.

By Kate McCarthy

faculty led programs

In 2008, we are offering eight unique

session, complementing the 3-credit summer course “The History

faculty-led programs across the world. Over spring

and Politics of Turkey” with an additional 3-credit class on site.

break, we have “Urban and Rural China” with Dr.

Dr. Mei Chun (Foreign Languages) will be leading students on

James Cook (History); “Classical Greece Spring

an intensive Chinese language and culture course in Qingdao,

Break” with Dr. James Pappas (Education); and

China. We are also pleased to offer the annual French language

“Many Mexicos: A Cultural and Environmental

and culture program in Pau, France with Dr. Nathalie Kasselis-

History” with Drs. Michael Ervin (History) and W.

Smith (Foreign Languages). In addition, the popular Biodiversity

Warner Wood (Anthropology
and Museum Studies). In
addition, this spring break
will feature our first faculty-

and Conservation Field School, now in

There are over 150 programs in 40
different countries, anywhere from
ten days to ten months long

led program to South Africa,
“Contemporary South Africa,” with Dr. Maurice
Amutabi (History).
Our summer offerings mark another first,

its fourth year, will continue research
of primate behavior and amphibian
biodiversity, and is led by Drs. Megan
Matheson (Psychology), Lori Sheeran

(Anthropology), and Steven Wagner (Biological Sciences).
Faculty interested in leading a program are welcome and
encouraged to contact Study Abroad & Exchange Programs early

with a faculty-led program to Turkey with Dr.

to discuss the possibilities. Proposal deadlines range from 12-15

Barbara Flanagan of Political Science. This two-

months prior to the anticipated program start date, and SAEP

week program will follow the first six-week summer

staff are happy to work with you throughout the process.

Photo: Santorini, Greece. nformation and applications are available at http://www.cwu.edu/~intlprog/. You can also contact
the Interim Director of Study Abroad & Exchange Programs at 509-963-3617 or mccarthk@cwu.edu.

uesl

University English as a Second Language
By Steve Horowitz

Enrollment
The fluctuating enrollment of the UESL Program

received conditional undergraduate admission in addition

is affected by a variety of internal and external factors,

to admission to UESL. In Winter Quarter 2008, we have

some of which the program can exert influence over. These

15 Mainland Chinese students, the highest single quarter

include our recruiting and marketing strategies, our tuition

number ever. This quarter they are the second largest

in relation to other programs, agreements with schools

nationality group in the program. Although Winter is

and agencies overseas, and word of mouth communication

usually the lowest enrollment period of the year, we have 68

about the quality of our program that brings applications

students and Spring Quarter looks quite promising.

from relatives, friends and classmates of current and

Summer Programs
Our two most consistent short-

former students. The external factors
are generally beyond our control;

term programs again took place in

international political, economic,

the summer of 2007. Takushoku

and social factors play a big part in

University (nearly every summer

determining how easy or attractive it

since 1993) had a 3-week program

is to study in the US. Among these

and the University of Shimane Jr.

are the relative strength of the dollar,

College (formerly Shimane Women’s’

US visa policy, fear of terrorism, and

College) was on campus for two

the competitiveness of other countries,

-weeks. USJC has had a summer

particularly other English-speaking

program every year since 1990!

countries.
In Summer 2007, enrollment was solid at 71.

Staffing Changes
After eight great years as UESL Program Secretary,

However, in Fall we reached a 5 -year high with a total of 94

Christine Kenner moved on to begin a career in nursing.

and considerable diversity with 13 countries represented. We

We were very fortunate to find retired (after 25+ years on

experienced an increase in Mainland Chinese students and

campus) office wizard Jean Hawkins to fill in until a new

enjoyed our last quarter with a significant number of Saudi

permanent secretary is hired. Experience really counts!

Arabians. The Saudi government scholarship program that

In addition, we are very excited to welcome Karen

has provided us with an average of 20 students per quarter

Hill over to UESL for mornings as our new permanent

for the past two years appears to be tapering off. In addition,

half-time OA. She has already brought some amazing

most of our Saudi students have managed to successfully

reorganization to the OA office.

complete our highest level and are now CWU undergrads.
Good news from China; more students are able
to obtain US student visas, especially when they have

Your World
Steve Horowitz is now host of the OISP TV program. He
welcomes ideas for future programs (one show per quarter).

auap
“international student” continued from page 3

students and unfortunately I only get to see them when they

spending anywhere from a quarter to a year at Central,

need something (although I’m working to change that).

but they are in the middle of a degree program at a

About 40 of my students attend classes at the CWU Centers

foreign institution that is allowing them to study here.

in the Seattle area, but with quarterly visits to the Centers,

They are also in the United States in J-1 (exchange

phone and e-mail, I’m able to establish a surprisingly good

student) status.
So next time you come across a student with

connection with them as well.
Degree-seeking international students are not to be

an accent or who says they’re from another country,

confused with “exchange” students. This term is often used

inquire a little deeper. The international students love

in conjunction with “international students,” but the main

when faculty and staff show interest in their home,

difference is that exchange students are just that: part of an

language or culture. The world is at our doorstep.

exchange. Central has over 20 exchange students who are

Join us in keeping that welcome door open.

AUAP Welcomes New Staff !
John Katunich is a newcomer to Ellensburg and CWU, along with his partner Laura, and their two sons Jack and
Milo, having moved here in April. A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, John came to AUAP by way of Japan, where
he had worked for five years in two “tours” at the University of Kitakyushu and Nihon University.
Andrew Cottonwood was an instructor with AUAP from 2002-2004. In 2004 he moved to the
high mountains of southwestern Colorado where he married Sarah Scott and worked at
the Telluride Historical Museum doing exhibit research and development. Andrew returned to AUAP as an instructor
in August of 2007. He has lived in Ellensburg on and off since 1987, and enjoys music, walks with his two dogs, teaching, learning and lots of other endeavors.
Rose Romfo, a native of Yakima, joined the AUAP team this past
August. She started her teaching career at an alternative high
chool, then got a taste of university teaching when she taught
English 101 for a year while getting her Master’s degree. She then
taught at a private Catholic high school for a year before jumping
aboard with AUAP. She has really enjoyed teaching in this unique
and student-centered program, and looks forward to learning ways
to enhance the skills of international students.

By Nicki Kukar

Office of International Studies and Programs (OISP)
International Students - Winter 2008

Total Countries : 32
Total Students : 379

Reported By Nicole Mozingo
Cameroon (1)

Greece (1)

Kenya (1)

Canada (4)

Hong Kong (7)

Korea, Republic of (26)

China (30)

India (1)

Macao (1)

France (2)

Indonesia (5)

Nepal (2)

Germany (2)

Italy (1)

Philippines (2)

Ghana (1)

Japan (177)

Poland (1)

Romania (1)

Thailand (4)

Saudi Arabia (23)

Turkey (2)

Spain (1)

Ukraine (2)

Sweden (1)

United Kingdom (2)

Taiwan, Province of China (38)

Viet Nam (34)

Tanzania, United Republic of (1) Zambia (1)

2007-2008 Usha Mahajani Scholarship Awards
Dr. Mahajani, a native of India, served as a professor of

been selected as the 2007-08 Mahajani Scholars,

political science at Central Washington University from 1965 until

which include $901 scholarships for each

her tragically premature death in 1978. Her career at Central was

participant.

marked by her enthusiasm for teaching, the great joy she received

Jun Young LEE is majoring in both

from helping students, her spirit of cooperation with faculty

accounting and business administration and

colleagues and active community outreach, her intellectual curiosity,

Linh Mai HA is double majoring in accounting

and her distinguished research in political science and Southeast

and business management. . The students

Asian studies.

were selected for their outstanding academic

Congratulations go out to Jun Young LEE and Linh
Mai HA as the seventeenth and eighteenth recipients of the Usha
Mahajani Scholarship at Central Washington University. They have

achievements and their many community
outreach programs and volunteer work.

By Bobbie Peterson

