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If you would like to spend an interesting and very pleasant 

semester or more abroad, try spending a faculty exchange 

at Kyung Dong University.   You would find yourself made 

very welcome indeed on the beautiful campus of Kyung Dong 

University. 

 Kyung Dong, founded 1997, sits within a short 

walk of the East Sea, near the city of Sokcho (pop. 80,000) 

in Gangwon-do (province), northeastern Republic of Korea.  

The area is a seasonal domestic tourism destination with the 

most popular national park, Seoraksan, only ten minutes 

away.  With the mountains, the sea, and a temperate four-

season climate, it is a very pleasant place. 

By Dorothy Chase, Recreation and Tourism

continued on next page

 Of KDU’s 3,000 students, 800 major in one of three 

tourism specialties (hotel management; hospitality/ food 

service; tourism interpretation).   Next door to tourism is the 

sports marketing program, and I co-authored a peer-reviewed 

article with a faculty member there.  In quick-quick Korean 

fashion, it took a mere three months from first submission to 

the hard copy journal publication to arrive in my mailbox at 

CWU!  Other KDU schools are management; security and 

police; computer and media engineering; education including 

secondary special education, and Korean language teaching; 

architectural civil engineering; and marine technology.

 School begins in March, with a 15 week semester 



continued on next page

Kyung Dong University (cont.)

ending in June. The second semester is late August to mid 

December.  This means there are two month breaks both in 

winter and in summer.   Class scheduling takes a different 

approach with a 3 credit class divided into, for example, 

2 hours on Monday and 1 hour on Tuesday; or 1 hour 

Wednesday and 2 hours Thursday.   Almost immediately, I 

found this scheduling aided focus and continuity.  In spring, 

most students participated keenly in a highly organized and 

competitive 3 day sports event on campus; the winning 

program was, as usual, sports marketing.

 All roads, it seems, lead to the capital, Seoul.  Sokcho’s 

frequent inter-city busses make the trek via incredibly long 

mountain tunnels in “less than three hours” (2 hours, 

55 minutes).  Busses feature reserved reclining seats, live 

television, and well-dressed passengers working the internet 

via cell phones.      

 Despite a population of some 12 million and another 

10 million in the encircling province, Seoul is visitor-friendly.  

Cultural attractions abound, from temples to palaces to night 

markets to language-free entertainment in musical and mime 

form. With my interest in restoration, a highlight for me was 

strolling alongside the Cheonggyecheon, a stream that during 

the rapid post-war infrastructure development was covered 

over by elevated highways of concrete.  The uncovering of the 

stream and creation of walkways on both banks was a project 

of then-mayor of Seoul and now President Lee Myung-bak. 

The Cheonggyecheon stream traverses the old city for 6 km. at 

below street grade, so offers a quieter, fresh route that weaves 

in and out of the major tourist attractions.

 Another fascinating place is the ancient capital of 

Gyeongju, one of nine UNESCO World Heritage sites in Korea.  

We were astounded, as former curlers, to see the Women’s 

World Curling Championships played in Gangneung, and 

enthusiastically joined the tiny fan base.   Korea bid on the 

Winter Olympics in 2010 and 2014, and is now aiming at 

2018.

 To many Korean families, formal education is the top 

priority. After school hours, elementary and middle students 

are tutored at private institutes specializing in various subjects 

such as Mathematics or English.  Children can be seen heading 

home from the institutes at 10 p.m. with their backpacks 

and cell phones.  High school seniors prepare endlessly for 

Cover Photo: Buddha at Seoraksan National Park.  

Photos: Walk to the sea from the KDU campus (top, right); Students at Seoraksan National Park in winter (above).



university entrance exams held in November, when even 

air traffic control diverts flights away from schools to avoid 

distractions for examinees. There is fierce competition to enter 

prestigious universities, and one hears much about the top 

ranked SKY schools (Seoul National U, Korea U, and Yonsei 

University).  

 ROK boasts the world’s 13th largest economy 

and its infrastructure is modern with rapid expansion and 

growing attention to green development.  We enjoyed driving 

a Hyundai Sonata (my first “foreign” car) on the newly 

constructed expressways, aided by an English-speaking GPS 

(more sophisticated than its North American counterparts).   

Korea’s population approaches 50 million with a million 

foreigners.     A foreigner in Sokcho, though, is something of a 

novelty.  Fellow hikers on the excellent park trails would greet 

with two questions:  First, “Where are you from?”  Second, 

“How old are you?!”

 I enjoyed the opportunity to revise some of the 

regional tourism literature, as limited pieces are made 

available in English, as well as in Chinese and Japanese.  I also 

enjoyed taking my tourism students on field trips to regional 

attractions and to the Port of Sokcho from where passengers 

sail to Vladivostock or points in China. 

 A professional highlight was serving as a judge 

and panelist for the Seoul Tourism Awards, a prestigious 

international event hosted by the Mayor of Seoul.   Other 

professional opportunities were a world tourism congress 

in Taipei; a pan-Asian tourism congress at Incheon; and 

meetings of the Korean Teachers of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages association.          

 I am very appreciative of the opportunity given me 

by CWU to have spent 2008 – 09 in Korea.   As well, the 

KDU officials were welcoming and hospitable.  The KDU 

international director was a true mentor, helping with 

translation, classes, students, grocery shopping, eating out, 

medical appointments, travel, and most everything!  Korea 

and Koreans impressed me very favorably.   Korea is also 

a good center for visiting other points in Asia.   If you are 

considering Kyung Dong University, I would be very 

pleased to talk with you further and subject you to my 

1,000+ photographs!  

Sokcho, Republic of Korea

Photos: View from apartment block to the sea (top, right); Dorothy Chase (above).



 During September 11th through 27th, Irina Lyamin 

traveled on a medical aid trip to Moldova with an interdisciplinary 

team of UW faculty, a fellow classmate, and other rehabilitation 

professionals from the community. She was located in Chisinau, 

Moldova (it’s between Romania and Ukraine in Eastern Europe). 

Her team traveled as volunteers through Medical Teams 

International (MTI). The purpose of the trip was to provide 

training to local health care providers and while working directly 

with patients supply humanitarian aide items that will be used in 

their teaching and patient care activities. This trip also included 

experiencing the culture of Moldova. Rehabilitation in Moldova 

was limited because of the lack of equipment and supplies as well 

as by the level of professional training related to rehabilitation 

principles, theories and techniques.  Their goal was to provide 

training emphasizing hands-on treatment techniques which 

are not dependent on replenish-able supplies. Irina’s personal 

objectives for the trip were simple:  love, learn, and lead. This is 

Irina’s update from her trip.

 The Moldovan culture was a whole new experience 

for most of Irina’s team members. As with all trips, it’s 

important to go with an open mind and not to have too many 

expectations. Most people in Moldova live in very basic living 

conditions: apartments that have not seen renovations for 

years, overgrown streets and sidewalks, deep holes in sidewalks 

for sewage, etc. People work hard, try to live the best they can 

to provide for their families, and seem to enjoy the community 

around them. It’s a tight-knit, yet large community of elderly, 

families, and young people (although most young people 

are leaving the country for opportunities elsewhere). It’s a 

developing country, doing its best to transition away from 

Soviet influence to claim it own identity, language, and way of 

life. It’s a beautiful culture with a rich history and the people 

are warm, hospitable, and honest.

 They worked at the Institute of Neurology and 

Neurosurgery (INN): Irina spent most of her time at the INN. 

They provided treatment for all sorts of patients with all sorts 

of neurological disorders. The PTs at the INN work hard and 

most worked from 8am to 6pm. They worked on Saturdays 

and during their off-hours. Their set salary was about $100 US 

dollars a month. They also received compensation from patients 

if they work extra well or during one of their days off….that’s 

only about $2,000 a year (note that a small apartment there is 

about $400). 

The Moldova Experience  
By Irina Lyamin, CWU Alumni

continued on next page

Photo: Irina with her medical team in Chisinau, Moldova.



Working areas:

- Pediatric burn unit at a burn hospital 

-State rehabilitation center for children with disabilities 

-A private rehab setting for children with disabilities.

 The work in Moldova was quite influential. Currently 

the country is in a new political transition, with a new Minister 

of Health appointed on September 25th. New laws and 

regulations will be put into affect soon. Their work would play 

a significant role in the foundation of physical therapy practice 

in Moldova. 

 Cyndi Robinson and Meryl Gersh met with the newly 

appointed Minister of Health to discuss guidelines for physical 

therapy practice in Moldova. Irina could hardly believe they were 

able to get a meeting with the new minister. In the meeting, their 

PTs highlighted how the current Moldavian rehab guidelines 

could be developed. She believed their meeting, which lasted 

only about 30 minutes, would pave the wave for how rehab will 

be practiced in all of Moldova. Irina felt that this was just about 

the most amazing and probably most influential time spent 

during their stay in Moldova. 

 Margaret Miller and Beverly Kropp met with the 

Minister of Education and other high ranking officials from the 

Ministry and pediatric rehabilitation clinic directors to discuss 

inclusion of children with disabilities in the public schools. This 

meeting went very well and in addition to the meeting with the 

new minister of health, this meeting was to have a significant 

impact on rehab in the school setting. 

 Meryl Gersh facilitated the first treatment provided 

by a local PT in the intensive care unit setting on the second 

day of working at the Institute of Neurology and Neurosurgery 

(INN). The PTs (known as kinesiotherapists in Moldova) told 

the group that they had been trying for at least a year to get the 

doctors to allow them to work with patients in the intensive care 

unit. They continued to work with Vasily in the intensive care 

unit for the remainder of their time there. 

The Moldova Experience (cont.)

Photos: Map showing Moldovas location (top, right); Students at a Moldova rehabilitation center (above).



 Janine Sing and Irina presented a seminar entitled 

“Timing and Intensity of Stroke Rehabilitation”, which touched 

on the importance of including early intervention and more 

ongoing rehab in the early weeks/months following stroke (and 

other illnesses and injuries). The Minister of Health just modified 

practice regulations to allow rehabilitation in the acute care setting 

in late 2007, although many hospitals have not implemented the 

practice yet. 

 The group did many, many other types of work as well. 

Meryl presented numerous lectures at the INN. Other team 

members worked closely with the kinetotherapists at a pediatric 

burn unit at a children’s burn hospital, at a state rehabilitation 

center for children with disabilities, and at a private rehab setting 

for children with disabilities. 

 Irina admitted that she was in AWE of her team 

members! Their specializations were varied, but they worked 

very well together…as seen by the accomplishments of the entire 

team. It was hard for Irina to believe what they accomplished in 

just two weeks. Cyndi paved the way eight years ago and now 

her efforts produced some major fruit. The team worked hard, 

stayed up late into the night to prepare, and had a blast soaking 

in the Moldavian culture. 

 YOUR WORLD, a program featuring whatever is 

international at Central, airs at 7PM every Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday and Sunday on KCWU-TV Channel 15 (www.kcwutv.

org).  Steve Horowitz, Director of UESL, is starting his third 

season as host. 

 Previously recorded shows are rotated each week:

Chinese cooking, former Peace Corps volunteer panel, study 

abroad in England and India, 15 years in the United Arab 

Emirates, mixed marriages, faculty- led  programs in Mexico, 

interviews with students from Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, 

and visiting professors from China.

 In the works for this quarter: a discussion about 

Iran past, present and future with Education Professor Khodi 

“Your World” Television at CWU 
By Steve Horowitz

Kaviani. Winter Quarter possibilities: contemporary Chinese 

cinema and a performance of Middle Eastern music.

Photo: UESL Director and DJ at the International Student Welcome, Steve Horowitz.

The Moldova Experience, cont.

Steve Horowitz



Swine Flu Scare Affects UESL 
Year-round  and Short-term 
Group Programs
  Fear of the  swine flu hit us hard during the  summer of 

2009. Since 1990, UESL has averaged 3-4 group programs each 

summer.These programs are usually 2 or 3 weeks long, and they 

can be arranged for Jr. High, high school, college, university or 

adult groups.

 They are all-inclusive programs, providing language 

and culture classes, room and board, transportation, and 

a variety of activities. Most groups float down the river, ride 

horses, visit Leavenworth, watch a Mariners game, experience 

a typical American barbecue, attend a Chimposium, and go to 

sites along the Columbia River. 

 We had expected to welcome 5 groups to campus, 

but the health hysteria quickly spread across Asia, where most 

of our groups come from, and only one group was ultimately 

brave enough to make the journey: our oldest summer program 

partner, University of Shimane Junior College (formerly Shimane 

By Steve Horowitz

Women’s College), which has sent a group every summer for the 

past two decades.

 Our year-round intensive program was also a swine flu 

victim during the summer, but, fortunately, our Fall Quarter 

enrollment proved to be better than expected in this climate of 

pandemic fear. We have 74 students from 10 countries which 

include Japan, China, Saudi Arabia, Korea, Taiwan, Turkey, 

Kuwait, Mauritania, Qatar and Vietnam. Many of our year-

round program students are here to prepare for undergraduate 

study at Central. Some are from partner schools and will return 

home after a specific amount of time studying English. Others 

are here to enhance their language skills for use in business or 

education at home. Let’s all hope that the world can maintain 

reasonably good health during the coming months.

 

UESL

Photos: Student enjoys horseback riding (left); President Gaudino and students look at digital photos (right). 



 The Office of International Studies and Programs 

(OISP) sponsors an International Student Welcome every 

year. This year’s event took place on October 1, 2009 at the 

International Center’s courtyard. Our international students 

were welcomed by President James L. Gaudino, Provost and 

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs Wayne Quirk and 

Dr. Michael Launius, Executive Director, OISP.

 Dr. Launius welcomed our international students 

then introduced President Gaudino. This was Dr. Gaudino’s 

first welcome speech to our students and in doing so, he spoke 

of the various rewards international students could reap from 

attending CWU. He spoke of students getting involved in 

and taking advantage of various CWU activities, meeting new 

International Student Welcome – 2009
friends and checking out what the City of Ellensburg has to 

offer. 

 CWU’s Provost Wayne Quirk noted the number of 

countries our international students represent and the many 

different cultures present at our welcome event. Everyone at 

the celebration was impressed by the number of attendees at 

this year’s event. The number far exceeded prior years as we 

estimated between 250 to 300 students and staff.

 Our UESL Director, Steve Horowitz was the DJ and 

provided music, drew names and gave out door prizes. This 

year’s event was extra special and as the photos show, everyone 

had a good time.  

Photo: Students at the International Student Welcome. 



International Student Welcome Pictorial



 

The Pug (right) originated as a companion 

dog for the aristocracy in pre-modern  

China. The dinosaur (left) in the photo  

is not to scale.

A Bit of Humor...

Photos continued from “Kyung Dong University”.  Left, Bouquets sold in 

the neighborhood for mid-February graduation at Kyung Dong University. 

Right, The “Sun Cruise” - a major resort built to resemble a cruise ship.



Scholarship Successes
By Michael Launius, Executive Director
 

 Many of you are familiar with the Fulbright Program.  

Fulbright is a U.S. federal government-sponsored international 

education program which provides funding for U.S. students 

and scholars to study and teach overseas.  Every year there is 

intense competition for these awards and this 2009-2010 

academic year was successful for CWU in that two Central 

students are the recipients of separate awards.  Ms. Allison Rice 

has been awarded a student scholarship to go to Germany and 

Ms. Rebecca Funke has received an award to go to Spain.  Both 

are part of Fulbright’s Teaching English as a Second Language 

Program.  The programs are set to run for 12 months and are 

fully funded for that period.  Rebecca and Allison are among 

the 1,500 U.S. citizens who will go abroad for the 200-92010 

academic year through the Fulbright U.S. Student Program.  

This follows on another CWU student, Ms. Jennifer Van Tuyl , 

receiving an identical award to South Korea in the 2008-2009 

academic year.  This is a highly competitive application process 

and their individual success stories reflect well on their academic 

preparation at CWU.  For further information about the 

Fulbright Program, please contact the CWU liaison officer, Dr. 

Michael Launius, at Launiusm@CWU.edu or visit the Fulbright 

website at http://fulbright.state.gov. 

 In addition, three CWU students were successful 

in receiving study abroad awards from the Benjamin A. 

Gilman International Scholarship Program for the 2009-2010 

 

academic year.   The Gilman Scholarship Program offers awards 

up to $5,000 for individual undergraduate study abroad projects 

and is open to U.S. students receiving Federal Pell Grant funding.  

This is also a highly competitive application process as only 1,200 

grants are awarded nation-wide every rear.   Mr. Kyle Kellum will 

be headed for study in Japan, Ms. Krystle Pohlman is going to a 

program in India, and Ms. Sanita Zayshlyy received an award to 

study in Latvia and Estonia.   All awards were for Spring Quarter, 

2010.  We can all be proud of the fact that CWU tied the University 

of Washington and beat Washington State University in the 

number of successful Gilman applications from the state this year!  

Please join me in congratulating these talented CWU students 

on their success!   Those interested in the Gilman Awards should 

contact the campus liaison officer, Mr. Larry Laffrey, Director of 

Study Abroad & Exchange Programs at laffreyl@CWU.edu. 

The Fullbright Scholarship

The Gilman Scholarship
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Australia (2)  

Canada (4)

China (48) 

Ecuador (1) 

France (5)

Finland (1)

Belarus (1)

Ghana (1) 

Hong Kong (14) 

Office of International Studies and Programs (OISP) 
International Students - Fall 2009

Total Countries : 36
Total Students : 422

India (3) 

Indonesia (6) 

Japan (165) 

Iraq (1) 

Italy (1) 

Iran (Islamic Republic Of)  (1) 

Kenya (3) 

Korea (Republic of (27)  

Mauritania (1) 

Lebanon (1) 

Kuwait (1) 

Mongolia (1)

Mexico (1)

Romania (1) 

Russian Federation (2)

Saudi Arabia (29)

Spain (1) 

Qatar (1)

Sri Lanka (2)

Taiwan (28) 

Thailand (3) 

Turkey (3)  

United Kingdom (5)

Viet Nam (54) 

Zambia (1) 

Yugoslavia (1) 

Reported By Nicole Burk

Sweden (2)


