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University Housing and New Student Programs (UHNSP) is 
proud to be part of the Student Success initiative at CWU 
and I want to thank you for your support of the program 
during fall quarter. It is an exciting time on campus as 
the university prepares to finish construction of a new 
residence hall during the upcoming year and open it in fall 
2012. 

Winter quarter is an important time for our students 
to start planning for the 2012-13 year by confirming 
housing options on or off campus. Did you know that 
more than 1,100 students sign up to live in residence 
halls or on-campus apartments each year? We value our 
returning students and we show this by allowing them 
the first opportunities to sign up for their rooms for next 
year. Housing reapplication takes place in February and 
we encourage you to look for information in January 
pertaining to this process. While the new residence hall 
will be dedicated for first-year students, we have many 
types of housing that our students find meet their needs. 
UHNSP organizes tours in January which allow students to 
visit different room types and we encourage you to get out 
and see some of the different offerings . . . there are many 
options including private rooms, two- and three-person 
suite-style living, residence halls with kitchens in each 
unit, and on-campus apartments. Our students continually 
say that housing is both affordable and provides quality 
programs that keep students involved.

Students enjoy living in our on-campus apartments 
because of their flexibility, including a monthly payment 
option, along with their proximity to campus and events. 
Apartment residents may also choose to pay at the 
beginning of each quarter, much like those living in 
residence halls. Meal plans are not required for those living 
in on-campus apartments, but many students still choose to 
put money on their Connection Cards to receive discounts 
at the dining centers. Students also benefit from having 
their utilities, including Internet (wireless in Brooklane and 
Getz/Short), provided. We have one-, two-, and three-
bedroom apartments that allow students to share expenses. 
During the current year, monthly rates range from $278 
to $648 per student, depending on the type of apartment 
you choose. After you live in an apartment for six months 
you may opt for a month-to-month contract instead of the 
annual contract required by our off-campus competitors. 
Stop by Button Hall to see the types of apartment living the 
university provides and how affordable they are compared 
to off-campus housing. We encourage you to get on the 
waiting list now.

There will also be some changes next year for you to 
consider. Wahle will be moving to two-person suites from 
its current three-person configuration. Anderson Hall will 
return to apartment-style living and offer a month-to-
month contract. We will also have some Living Learning 
Community (LLC) changes. Douglas Honors College 
students will be living in the new campus residence hall. 
International House will move to Kennedy Hall, and the 
Leadership House will be moving to Kamola Hall. Finally, 
we will be providing more single-room options for our 
returners. We know that most of our housing options fit in 
line with financial aid allocations.

FROM THE DIRECTOR
Winter quarter also creates additional stress for students. 
With the weather, comes the feeling of being stuck indoors. 
Also, students who struggled academically during fall 
quarter begin to feel pressure to perform. Students also 
begin to feel some of the anxieties that were not resolved in 
fall start to pile up. We encourage students to communicate 
their needs with staff and to utilize campus resources.  The 
Career Center can help students focus on their personal 
goals.  The Student Medical and Counseling Clinic can assist 
a student in navigating through the stresses that he or she is 
facing.  Student Wellness Services can help you make good 
decisions pertaining to alcohol or drug use. The Recreation 
Center allows students to get and stay healthy and not get 
trapped in a sedentary lifestyle during the winter months. 
CWU has many ways for students to stay involved. But YOU 
must take the first step to get involved in these events and 
programs. 

Again, I’m glad that you are with UHNSP and I, and the 
entire staff, wish you the very best this winter quarter. If you 
need any assistance, don’t hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Richard DeShields, 
Associate Dean of Students for Student Living



On October 15, 2011, CWU’s University Housing and 
New Student Programs, and the Central community, 
Ellensburg, and the Yakama Nation participated in a 
centennial celebration for Kamola Hall. The 100-year 
history of Kamola includes several construction projects 
from 1911 to 1919 and a $10 million renovation in 2003.  

This 55,700-square-foot residence hall currently 
accommodates 212 students. Over the past 100 years, 
more than 20,000 students have called Kamola home. It 
is the second oldest building on campus and the oldest 
residence hall.  

In 1917, a letter was sent to the board of trustees from 
A. J. Splawn, president of the Yakima Valley Pioneer 
Association, and Mrs. L. L. Porter, regent of Narcissa 
Whitman Chapter, requesting the girls’ dorm be named 
Kamola and the boy’s dorm name Owhi. Kamola was 
the daughter of Chief Owhi of the Yakama Nation and 
wife of Chief Moses of the Sinkiuse Tribe. She died in 
the late 1850s. 

100 Years of Kamola Hall



By Moses D. Squeochs

The Yakama Nation is honored by the Central Washington 
University’s celebration of the 100th birthday of Kamola Hall. Among 
Yakama speakers the name is pronounced “K’a moo la” and today she 
is remembered as a significant female figure from our past. She was 
the daughter of Owhi, a Tribal leader in and around the Kittitas Valley 
area and the region and a Treaty signer of the Yakama Treaty of 1855. 

K’a moo la achieved prominence among her people as she 
carried out her traditional life role as a caretaker of natural 
resources. She was a devout believer in the Creator’s natural 
systems which provided sustenance for her people and she 
regularly practiced religious ceremonies so that the systems could 
be respected and sustained generation after generation. The 
Yakama Nation remains honored to see the Central Washington 
University perpetuate her legacy by naming a girls dormitory 
after her. Those who encounter the name “K’a moo la” and 
learn of her significance in the past may also come to appreciate 
her efforts to land and natural resources sustainability.

KAMOLA
President Jim Gaudino thanks the Yakama Nation 

for their contribution to Kamola Hall at the 
centennial celebration this fall.



KAMOLA

 On October 15, 2011, CWU 
celebrated 100 years of Kamola Hall.

• 55,700 square feet  • 379 doors 
• 212 students housed • 382 windows

Kamola Hall is the second-oldest building and the oldest residence 
hall on the Central Washington University campus. It was built 
in several phases between 1911 and 1919. It is mostly three 
stories tall, but has two fourth floor attic wings. There are two 
major wings connected by a breezeway on the second floor.

Karl Gunnar Malmgren designed this historically significant 
building while in partnership with the famous architect 
Kirkland Cutter. The overall architectural style of the 
building is early Twentieth Century Eclectic, with echoes 
of Mission Revival, Dutch Gables, and Tudor Revival.

During the 2003 renovation, 5,000 yards of carpet and 3,000 gallons 
of paint were used, and 2,000 cubic yards of debris were removed.

It reopened as an honors hall and is currently a living space 
for students in education and STEP, as well as students in 
the William O. Douglas Honors College and Asian Pacific 
Islander American living learning communities.



By Greg Kummer

(Reprinted from ResLife Fall 2002)

It was just another routine assignment for 
Central Washington University photographer 
Rich Villacres.

Or so he thought. Lola had different ideas.

“Lola exists, and she is a photography critic,” 
said Villacres, who received some unusual 
results from a Kamola Hall photo shoot last 
spring. He viewed the assignment as a “very 
cool project,” and began learning about Lola.

“I read the story, and went about locating 
a 1940s wedding dress,” Villacres said. “A 
local seamstress loaned me a perfect dress 
for the occasion. Then I scouted every inch 
of Kamola hall in preparation for my shoot. 
That was the easy part. Try approaching nice 
young ladies on campus who have no idea 
who you are, and asking them if they would 
like to be a ghost. I eventually found the 
perfect model. Everything was going great; 
all I had to do now was put all the elements 
together.

“Our shoot began two hours before dark. I 
wanted to use natural light since we were 
going for a lonely, restless kind of look rather 
than a scary ghost. I employed a number of 
tricks like slow shutters, strange focus points, 
unique films, and double exposures. This was 
fun! We were all having a good time, and 
there was no sense of anything weird. We 
shot three rolls of 35mm and one roll of 120 
film inside, then went outside for two more 
roles of 35mm. It was dark when we were 
finished, and I was sure I had exactly what I 
had been after.”

CWU graphic designer Susan Burghart went 
along for the photo shoot. Following is her 
description of the event.

“When Rich told me he was going to be 
doing some camera shots in Kamola hall in 
the attic and setting up a model to pose as 
Lola, the Kamola ghost, in an old wedding 
dress, my curiosity got the best of me and 
I decided to tag along. I had never seen 
the mysterious Kamola attic before. Rich 
was also new to our team at the time, and 
I wanted to see how he worked and what 
kind of photography equipment he was 
going to use.

“I don’t really know what to make of 
ghosts—I don’t really care to find out—but 
something very strange did happen that day. 
Kamola hall was in “shutdown mode” and 
only had electricity and running water. All 
the rooms were vacated, with the exception 
of a few piles of items, some of them vintage 

leftovers of the building’s legacy. It felt 
strange being in that building when it was 
empty, and the random beeps of the smoke 
alarms echoing in the halls made it even 
more surreal.

“During the course of the photo shoot, 
nothing out of the ordinary happened. There 
were times I would look into the viewfinder 
of the camera to see what wonderful photo 
compositions Rich had set up. At one point 
Rich joked about the film not turning out, 
and told me not to worry, because he never 
had that happen in the many years he has 
been a photographer. It only happened to 
him when he was a student, he said.”

Maybe Lola thought Villacres was a student.

“The next day I processed film,” Villacres 
said. “This is where it gets strange. Of the 
four rolls shot inside Kamola, only the 120 
roll came out normal. Two of the three 
35mm rolls came out black. That is, NO 
exposure. The only way this can happen 
is if you shoot with the lens cap on, the 
camera has a mechanical problem, or the 
film is defective. It is impossible to shoot a 
35mm SLR with the lens cap on and still see 
what you are doing, so that wasn’t it. The 
camera I used has shot about 300 rolls with 
no mechanical problems before, and about 
80 rolls since with no problems. Strike two. 
While it is not impossible for a single roll of 
professional film to be bad, the odds are way 
up there. In our case, we had two rolls from 
different emulsions, (manufacture batches), 
that did not expose. The odds of that 
happening are astronomical. The third roll of 
35mm that did come out has some additional 
effects on it that I did not create, nor can I 
explain. Even the film manufacturer has yet 
to give me any explanation.

“The most bizarre elements that nobody 
can explain to me are the diagonal graphic 
lines that appear at differing angles, and in 
different frames with no consistent pattern 
of any kind. They aren’t scratches. Scratches 
occur parallel to the film edge. They aren’t 
some weird thing floating around in my 
camera body, because I have never seen them 
before, or since.

“This stuff truly is mysterious. Think what 
you want.

“I haven’t shot in Kamola since, 
but I know I will again 
someday, and I will be 
very interested in 
the results.”

A Ghost story from GrAphics productions



Lola: cWu’s school spirit
By Maisy Fernandez

Yakima Herald-Republic, October 2001

Lola’s a free spirit.

She’s been known to flit about at all hours of the 
night, make loud noises whenever she pleases and play 
little tricks on her housemates at Central Washington 
University.

Even though Lola, “The Friendly Ghost of Kamola Hall,” 
has been on the loose at Central’s oldest residence hall 
for several decades, it’s this time of year that she’s most 
famous.

“Halloween is the most popular time to tell (Lola) 
stories,” says CWU graduate Maren Oates, who lived in 
Kamola Hall in 1998-1999 and now works at the school. 
“The whole notion of Lola was kind of a joke, but I’ve 
heard different students talk about Lola tales.”

Although the story varies depending on who tells it, the 
basic legend goes like this:  

Sometime in the 1940s, Lola was a resident of Kamola 
Hall, which was then an all-women’s dorm. But her life 
was shattered when she received a letter saying her 
fiancé had been killed in World War II. Overcome by grief, 
she put on her wedding dress and hanged herself from 
the rafters in the attic. A few days later, her fiancé, who 
actually hadn’t been killed, showed up looking for her.

Lola’s been haunting the 90-year-old building—mostly on 
the upper floors and south end—ever since. Or so the 
local lore goes.

“There seems to be something of substance to this whole 
Lola story,” says Ken Baxter, director of housing and 
conference services. “There have been a fair number of 
students who have had experiences with her. Students 
who stayed there were on the lookout and kind of 
expected to see or hear something during their stay.”

The four-story hall, which is temporarily closed for 
renovations, stands tall and majestic on Eighth Avenue, 
one of the main drags that surround the university. Its 
charming brick exterior looks harmless enough from 
afar, but get a little closer and you’ll see brown, deadened 
vines creeping up its wall, loose shingles dangling from an 
overhang and yellowed curtains covering the windows—
all except the attic, where the windows are bare. (Perhaps 
Lola removed the curtains so she could do a little people 
watching?)

Even though Melissa Curtis doesn’t believe in ghosts, the 
former Kamola resident admits that the stairway leading 
up to the attic kind of gave her the willies. The stairs, she 
says, were cut off by a wall about halfway up.

“It is kind of creepy in the half (of the hall) where she 
killed herself,” Curtis says.

Lola, however, is said to be a friendly—though 
mischievous—spirit.

Brittany Liedtke, Kamola’s resident assistant in 1998-1999 
never heard of Lola doing anything mean. Even so, 
Liedtke opted to sleep on the floor of the dorm 
manager’s room on her first night there.

I lived in the area where she died,” says 
Liedtke, a 1997 Eisenhower High 
School (Yakima) graduate whose 

dorm room was right next to the attic area. “Supposedly, 
the girl who lived in my room before me was in bed 
asleep and someone started typing on her keyboard in 
the middle of the night. It kind of freaked me out.”

Liedtke’s first-night hiding place didn’t provide much 
refuge. She woke up that night when a plastic bag—the 
kind that holds a comforter and seals with a zipper 
around the top—started making noise and unwadding 
itself.

“It looked like someone was releasing it,” Liedke says, 
adding that when she reopened her eyes, she thought she 
saw a flash of light. “The manager tried to convince me it 
was Lola and she was just checking me out.”

Looking back, Liedtke thinks the plastic bag probably 
released itself. But she never felt comfortable enough to 
sleep in the dark.

“I always slept with my light on,” she admits. “There was 
no way I was ever turning the lights off.”

Passed-down stories suggest Lola has appeared in 
hallways; made loud walking noises and closed, opened 
and locked certain doors.

“Nothing stays on the walls there,” says Curtis, who 
thought it was because of the wall paint. “You could nail 
something to the walls and it’d still fall down. Everyone 
used to say that was Lola (at work).”

Perhaps the most unearthly story involves a male student 
who misplaced a much-needed paper in his incredibly 
messy room. On his way out the door, he jokingly said: 
“Fine, Lola! You find it.” When he returned a few hours 
later, his paper sat neatly on his bed.

In past years, Kamola residents have capitalized on 
Lola’s legend, holding a biennial haunted house there at 
Halloween.

“There’d always be someone in the mix of people 
pretending to be Lola,” Oates says.

Kamola Hall is tentatively scheduled to reopen in fall 
2003. In the meantime, you might walk past and wave 
“hello” to Lola. She’s not used to being alone—especially 
at Halloween. Maybe she’ll even wave back from her 
uncurtained attic.

“There was a presence of something that 
happened there,” Liedtke says. “There 
was a history to that house.”

(Reprinted from ResLife 
Fall 2002)



By Brandon Knox

After a 9:00 a.m. coffee, breakfast, and bathroom stop in North Bend, 
we went to the Seattle Art Museum (SAM) featuring, Luminous: The Art 
of Asia. This was our second stroke of luck, one that actually happened 
before the snow fell. While booking tickets, originally to the Seattle Asian 
Art Museum, the reservationist mentioned that the exhibit downtown 
featured the “star” Asian collections including light-sensitive scrolls 
seldom put on display. Clearly an opportunity not to be passed up lightly, 
the adjustment was made and with great benefit. Paintings, statues, metal 
work, and mounted scrolls from India to China awed students and other 
visitors. Students also appreciated getting to experience the other aspects 
of the museum from abstract art to exploring the cultures of Africa. The 
most common wish was that there was more time to explore all that 
SAM had to offer. 

After SAM, the gathering moved to the Honey Court Seafood Restaurant 
for lunch to enjoy a Chinese, family-style meal called dim sum. Originating 
from the Canton province, dim sum means “small snacks.” The bustle of 
the experience was somewhat reminiscent of a house full of family, food, 
and conversation during a holiday meal. Servers traversed through the 
busy restaurant, seemingly every ten minutes, offering up small portions 
of dozens of dishes including traditional dumplings stuffed with different 
meats, and other options now added to dim sum, like chicken feet, stir 
fried noodles, steamed vegetables, and much more. We were also lucky 
enough to have a faculty member present from South Puget Sound 
Community College who specialized in Chinese culture. He related the 
history and significance of dim sum from its ban in all of China, save for 
British-controlled Hong Kong, to its adoption by, and adaptation to, other 
cultures around the world. After this meal, most would agree that food is 
one of the greatest mediums through which we learn about culture.

The last organized stop of the day was at the Wing Luke Museum of 
the Asian Pacific American Experience. Wing Luke, who immigrated 
to the United States when he was six years old, began his political 
and community career in high school as student body president and a 
consultant to the White House on Juvenile Problems. Later, he served 
in the Army, was a Washington State Assistant Attorney General, and 
became the first Asian American to hold elected political office in the 
Northwest when he won a seat on the Seattle City Council. Luke was 
instrumental in passing the Open Housing Ordinance of 1963 and the 
preservation of many neighborhoods and historic buildings throughout 
Seattle, including the famed Pike Place Market. In step with Luke’s true 
community roots, the museum dedicated in his honor showcases exhibits 
created by community members and selected by committees, not 
curators.  Students were given a fully guided tour through the historic 
hotel that the museum now resides in, with emphasis on the experience 
of Asian Americans in the United States. The tour focused on story-
telling as a way of relating the experiences of the past, bolstered by 
rooms, store fronts, and other visual displays decorated and fully stocked 
with the furniture and art common to the time.

Finally, students were given a few hours in the early evening to explore 
Seattle in smaller groups. Some took to the shops and markets of the 
International District while others preferred a quick trip to downtown 
Seattle for shopping and the Pike Place Market. By 6:00 p.m., the then 
exhausted group met up for the final journey home. Even in the few days 
since, students have talked about a desire to return if only to spend more 
time at the museums and immersed in the culture of Seattle.

Cultural Pilgrimage to Seattle 
    Snow can be so troublesome when it comes to planning field 
trips over the Snoqualmie Pass, but we got lucky this time.

On the evening of Friday, November 11, just 10 hours before 15 students from 
the Asian Pacific Island American House LLC (APIA House) and the International 
House Theme Community (I-House) were to depart for Seattle, the pass closed 
due to snow. Calls and text messages began pouring in asking if the trip was 
still on. After planning for nearly a month and a half, the decision was made to 
proceed on and evaluate the road conditions in the morning. Sometime in the 
hazy early hours, the decision was made that road conditions and forecasts were 
safe and drivers were comfortable to proceed. The excited gaggle of students then 
gathered at 7:00 a.m. in the Hertz parking lot to begin the journey.



By Elise May

The new Family Friendly Study Program (FFSP) opened its 
doors to students on October 31, in Brooklane Village, 
northeast of CWU’s campus. Nan Doolittle, program 
coordinator for the Family Resource Center, and student 
intern, Tiffany Love, conceived the idea of a child-friendly 
student study space last spring. The program grew out of the 
realization that students who are parents needed a space to 
study where their children could also be present. 

In the fall of 2011, the Family Resource Center, University 
Housing and New Student Programs, and Student Life 
collaborated on obtaining equipment, children’s learning 
tools, and a space in Brooklane Village.  The FFSP now 
provides a welcoming study area for students who have 
children, by providing access to individual computer stations 
in the same room where their children play and learn. The 
FFSP also offers general information, academic resources, and 
support to Central students with families.

The free program has a family friendly community space with 
three laptop computers, a printer, and a children’s educational 
play area. A comfortable couch, a playpen, a picnic table, 
children’s books and games, and a DVD/VCR player are also 
in the community room. A separate, quiet room houses 
another laptop computer for students to use. All laptops 
connect to the printer on site and all computers have wireless 
connection.

So that the program coordinators can better provide what 
students need, students are asked to complete a short 
questionnaire as part of sign-in for the program. 

Students with children are invited to participate in the FFSP. 
A CWU staff member will be on hand during open hours to 
answer questions, refer students to appropriate resources, 
and listen to their ideas and suggestions to help students with 
families in their pursuit of a quality education. 

Cultural Pilgrimage to Seattle 
cWu’s family friendly 
study program opens



Deciding whether to live on or off campus is a major dilemma for 
most students. At first glance, many believe living off campus is less 
expensive. However, when numbers are crunched and all options are 
considered, you might be surprised to find that may not be true.

Some of the benefits of living on campus include:

CONVENIENCE

Students living on campus are closer to classes, the library, computer 
labs, and many campus activities. They’re more connected with 
everything that goes on at Central and at the same time avoid high gas 
prices and parking issues.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

Research shows that students who live on campus tend to earn higher 
grades and are more likely to complete their college education. 
Comparisons of GPAs for students living on and off campus at CWU 
consistently show this to be true.

DINING SERVICES

Leave the cooking to us. We offer well-balanced meals with schedules 
and meal options that meet everybody’s needs.

SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

One of the best opportunities to meet new people and establish new 
friendships is in the residence halls. Each is filled with countless social 
activities and programs.

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Each residence hall has five representatives on the Residence Hall 
Leadership Council (RHLC) and all residents are automatic members of 
the Residence Hall Association (RHA).

SUPPORT STAFF

Helpful and caring on-site staff members are available to help with 
problems and coordinate educational and social programming when 
you need it.

BASIC NECESSITIES

Residence hall rates include free basic phone, Internet, cable TV access, 
and utilities.

UPPER-CLASS HOUSING

Living in the residence halls is NOT just for freshmen. A variety 
of housing arrangements are available for upper-class 
students, including single rooms and two- and three-
person suites.

ON-CAMPUS APARTMENTS

When you live in on-campus apartments, 
all your living expenses are paid in 
one easy rent payment, which 
includes utilities, Internet, 
cable television service, 
and even heat.

Where to Live
 on-CamPuS PerkS
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Where to Live

University Housing, Wellness,  
and New Student Programs

509-963-1831
 www.cwu.edu/housing

Dining Services 
 509-963-1591

 www.cwu.edu/dining

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. 
For accommodation e-mail: CDSrecept@cwu.edu

We take pride in the 
students who decide 

to make a difference in 
their academic success by 

choosing to live on campus. 
university Housing and 

new Student Programs will 
send you information that 
explains how to apply for 
your residence hall room  

for 2012 - 2013.

Watch for it.
LLc/theme 

communities
Same hall/Same room

Mon., Feb. 6  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Different room 
Wed., Feb. 8  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

all residence halls
(except LLc/theme communities)

Same hall/Same room
Fri., Feb. 10  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Same hall/Different room
Mon., Feb. 13  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Program changes
Tues., Feb. 14  •  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Different room 
Wed. - Fri., Feb. 15 - 17

See lottery schedule

Where are you going 
to live next year?

DiD You Know... 
about 1,000 stuDents returneD 

to campus housing last Year?



By Brandon Knox

Wilson, North, and Stephens-Whitney hosted trick-or-
treating in their hallways (and stairways) to provide a safe 
and fun environment for children this past Halloween. The 
October 27 event was open to children and parents living 
in the on-campus apartments as well as those that utilized 
the on-campus daycare and family resource centers. A true 
collaboration between the Residence Hall Leadership Council 
and staff, this student-initiated and -run program identified the 

16 residence hall rooms participating with pumpkin door tags, 
most of which were colored like a page out of a color book 
by the room residents. About 20 children, pictured below 
in front of Wilson Hall with a few of the student organizers 
and parents, participated in the event. The event was also 
stroller and wheelchair friendly; residents on the upper floors 
went down to the first floors to see the costumes and give 
treats to children who could not make it up the stairs.

Trick-or-Treat For Central Kids

University Housing and New Student Programs
400 East University Way

Ellensburg WA 98926-7513
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