
 

 

Syllabus—History 103 
 World Civilization: Since 1815 

Dr. Marilyn Levine           Office: Lang/Lit 100E 
Web Address: http://www.cwu.edu/history/marilyn-levine                 Phone:  963-2017 
Office Hours: M/W 9:00-9:50 am; T/Th 1:30-2:30 or by appt.           Email: marilyn.levine@cwu.edu 
  
Course Description: 

With the advent of the political and industrial revolutions, the 
scale and pace of change has intensified as we approach the 
third decade of the twenty-first century.  The consequences of 
war and peace, economic and political systems, technologies, 
and human relationships extend beyond national borders.  
Utilizing a global perspective, lectures, discussions, readings, 
and a workshop this course will focus on these themes in a 
series of units:  

1. The Collective Past of the Western Heritage 
2. World Systems: Colonialism 
3. The Growth of Revolution and Ideology  
4. War & Peace in the 20th and 21st Centuries 
5. Global Change: Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow  

 
Why Study World History? 
What happened? No matter the perspective, this is a question that is becoming a cry from the heart for 
many people. History is one way to understand not only what happened and how it happened, but also 
attempts to understand WHY events happen. Because of the increasing primacy of global connections in 
the twenty-first century we need to understand the patterns of human thought and behavior in a world 
context to understand the why of our society today. 
 
Course Objectives: 

Ø Gain familiarity with some of the main ideas in the history of post-1815 World History. 
Ø To learn about the forces of colonialism, industrialization, revolution, modernization, and ideology as 

agents of change in our modern society. 
Ø To learn about the Western heritage and non-Western societies. 
Ø To focus on war and peace as salient issues. 
Ø The ability to think critically about the discipline of history. 
Ø To develop a sense of historical continuity by understanding historical process. 
Ø To problem solve in reflecting on historical processes. 
Ø The ability to discern, assemble, and evaluate relevant evidence bearing on a historical argument. 
Ø The ability to synthesize content and evidence in historical inquiries. 

 
“We look at the present through a rear-view mirror. We march 
backwards into the future.” (1967) 
 
“Any loss of identity prompts people to seek reassurance and 
rediscovery of themselves by testing, and even by violence. 
Today, the electric revolution, the wired planet, and the 
information environment involve everybody in everybody to 
the point of individual extinction.” (1975) Written BEFORE the 
invention of the World Wide Web 

 
 
 

Quotes from the writings & 
letters of Marshall McLuhan 

(1911-1985) 
 



 

 

 
We travel together, passengers on a little space ship, 
dependent on its vulnerable reserves of air and soil; all 
committed for our safety to its security and peace; preserved 
from annihilation only by the care, the work, and, I will say, 
the love we give our fragile craft. We cannot maintain it half 
fortunate, half miserable, half confident, half despairing, half 
slave—to the ancient enemies of man—half free in a liberation 
of resources undreamed of until this day. No craft, no crew 
can travel safely with such vast contradictions. On their 
resolution depends the survival of us all. 

-Adelai Stevenson at the United Nations (1965) 

Course Readings: 
 
Required Texts: 
1. Chinua Achebe, Arrow of God 
2. Ruis, Marx For Beginners 
3. John Dower, War Without Mercy 
4. Assigned Readings 
 
Lecture PowerPoints will be posted at the end of the 
week on a Lecture Presentations Page in Canvas, 
after they have been presented. 
 
Check out the World Civilization Library Guide: 
http://libguides.lib.cwu.edu/c.php?g=379503&p=2570172 

   
 Class Schedule of Activities: 
Day Lectures & Discussions Readings  Notices 

Week One:  The Collective Past of the Western Heritage 

3/27 Course Introduction   

3/28 The Western Heritage I   

3/29 The Western Heritage II   

3/30 What History Means in Today’s World Assigned Reading: Stearns, 
“Why Study History?” 

Group Discussions 

Week Two: The Collective Past of the Western Heritage (continued) 

4/2 Revolutions of Thought, Science, and Industry I   

4/3 Revolutions of Thought, Science, and Industry II   

4/4 WEF “The Fourth Industrial Revolution” 
“Sight” 

 Group Discussions 
 

4/5 Invention and Genius: Edison and Einstein   

4/6 Robert Gordon “The End of Innovation” 
Erik Brynjolfsson “Racing With the Machine” 

 Group Discussions  
 

Week Three: World Systems: Colonialism 

4/9 Colonialism in Africa   

4/10 Case Study: India Colonialism   

4/11 Case Study: India: Anti-colonialism    

4/12 Film: Mirch Masala (Spices)   

4/13 Film: Mirch Masala (Spices)  Midterm Project Assigned 
 



 

 

Week Four: World Systems: Colonialism (continued) 
The Growth of Revolution and Ideology 

4/16 Colonialism Reading/Discussion Assigned Reading:  
Achebe, Arrow of God  

Group Discussions  
Reading Outline Due 

4/17 Republican Revolution: United States I   

4/18 Optional Session—Review/Questions   

4/19 Republican Revolution: United States II   

4/20 No Class   

Week Five: The Growth of Revolution and Ideology 

4/23 Republican Revolution: France I  Midterm Project Due 

4/24 Republican Revolution: France II   

4/25 Communist Revolution: The Soviet Union I   

4/26 Communist Revolution: The Soviet Union II   

4/27 Communist Revolution: The People's 
Republic of China I 

  

Week Six:  The Growth of Revolution and Ideology (continued) 

4/30 Communist Revolution: The People's 
Republic of China II 

  

5/1 Film: Liuhao men (Gate # 6)   

5/2 Film: Liuhao men (Gate # 6)   

5/3 Revolution Reading/Discussion Assigned Reading: Ruis,  
Marx for Beginners 

Group Discussions  
Reading Outline Due 

5/4 Revolution Workshop – Work Session  Group Activity: Day 1 

Week Seven: The Growth of Revolution and Ideology (continued) 

5/7 Nationalism, Fascism and Socialism –
Ideology in the 20th Century I 

  

5/8 Revolution Workshop – Work Session  Group Activity: Day 2 

5/9 Nationalism, Fascism and Socialism – 
Ideology in the 20th Century II 

  

5/10 Revolution Workshop – Work Session  Group Activity: Day 3 

5/11 Revolution Workshop – Presentations   Group Presentations 

Week Eight: War & Peace in the 20th and 21st Centuries 

5/14 The First World War and Modern Europe   

5/15 Paris in the Twenties: Culture and Politics for 
the Lost and Found Generations 

  

5/16 World War II in Asia    

5/17 Vietnam: Cycles of War and Peace  Final Project Assigned 



 

 

5/18 War Reading/Discussion Assigned Reading: Dower,   
War Without Mercy 

Group Discussions  
Reading Outline Due 

Week Nine:  War & Peace in the 20th and 21st Centuries (continued) 

5/19 Intellectuals and Social Planning:  Social 
Sciences & Society I 

  

5/20  Intellectuals and Social Planning: Social 
Sciences & Society II 

  

5/21 Technological Explosion: Convenience and 
Crisis – The Environment 

  

5/22 Technological Explosion: Convenience and 
Crisis –  Computers 

  

5/23 Social Science, Science Fiction and the Art of 
Prediction 

  

Week Ten: Generation and Culture: Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow 

5/28 HOLIDAY   

5/29 Documentary: History of Rock and Roll    

5/30 Documentary: History of Rock and Roll    

5/31 Future Tense    

6/1 Future Tense  Final Project Due 

Final Projects will be returned and discussed on the Finals Day which must be attended. 

 
Course Policies: 

1. Academic Dishonesty: As defined in the CWU Student Conduct Code (11.B) includes both 
cheating and plagiarism. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: (a) Directly quoting the words 
in any publication without using quotation marks or indented format AND proper footnote style 
to identify the citation. (b) Using altered wording, materials or ideas of others without properly 
identifying their source. If academic dishonesty is confirmed, I reserve the right to issue a failing 
grade for the course.  

2. Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who wish to set up academic adjustments in 
this class should send me an electronic copy of their “Academic Adjustments” as soon as 
possible so we can meet to discuss how the approved adjustments will be implemented in this 
class. Students with disabilities without this documentation should contact the Center for 
Disability Services, Boullion 140, DS@cwu.edu or call 509 963-1202 immediately.  

3. Interactivity: All students, during class sessions must turn off and put away their cell phones, and 
must disconnect from the Web for all other media. Other media only may be used for note 
taking. Connected media may be used during the group project sessions. In addition, during class 
sessions students may not disrupt the class by leaving the room or making remarks to other 
students. The focus and interaction with the instructor and fellow students is a key component of 
this learning experience is considered an important part of the participation grade.  

4. Attendance: Due to the complexity of the history covered in this course and the necessity to 
understand this material, attendance and timeliness also will be considered in the participation 
grade. More than ten absences will automatically result in a failing grade. A Doctor’s note will be 
necessary for medical absences.  



 

 

5. Office Hours are FOR Students: Please drop by during office hours, whether you want to ask a 
question or share a conversation about the material or history in general.  If my office hours are 
inconvenient for your schedule, we can schedule an alternative time.  

 
Course Assignments and Grading: 
There are no examinations or quizzes in this course.  
Assignments include:  

 Assignment Percentage of Overall Grade 
Midterm Take-Home Project 15% 
Final Take-Home Project 30% 
Three Reading LTD Outlines 30% 
Group project 10% 
Discussion/Participation 15% 
 
Late Submission Policy & Helpful Tips 
This is a highly interactive class and both attendance and participation will be considered. Students are 
expected to complete their assignments in a timely manner and computer glitches are not an acceptable 
reason for delayed assignments. The LTD Outlines are reduced by one grade for each day they are late, 
up to 50%.  I will not accept late submissions of either the midterm project or the final project. 

Ø Helpful Tip #1: Always Back Your Work Sessions on an External Flash Drive. That way no matter 
what happens to your hard drive or printer, you always can submit your work in a timely manner.  

Ø Helpful Tip #2: Consider completing assignments a few days ahead of time. This assures you receive 
full credit for your work, by not experiencing difficulties on the due date, AND you have time to 
reflect and maybe redraft portions of your work, if you so choose. 

 
DISCUSSION DYNAMICS: 
Discussion can be enhanced by keeping in mind a few discussion roles: 
Initiating:  
Introduce yourself and your major when you have 
your first discussion with a group. 

Giving & Asking for Information 
Assume that your fellow students may know the 
answer to something that you wondered about 
in the reading.  

Giving & Asking for Reactions 
If you are a shy person or a curious person, do not be 
afraid to put your point forward and ask that students 
react to your idea. In addition, respond to the ideas 
of other students, and not just focus on your own 
points.  

Restating & Giving Examples 
When was the last time you had an argument 
because of miscommunication? An important 
discussion skill is to concretely restate or give 
an example to clarify what another speaker has 
put forward. You might be surprised that you 
didn't understand their idea. 

Confronting and Reality Testing 
You have the right, even the responsibility to 
disagree from time to time. However, this class 
supports constructive discussion. Name calling, 
denigrating the intelligence or abilities of your 
classmates is not only uncivil, but it will not be 
tolerated in this course. If you do not agree with an 
idea, mention that there might be merits, but you do 
not think it is totally correct. A good phrase when 
you do not agree would be "I would suggest . . . "  

Synthesizing & Summarizing 
This is a very valuable discussion dynamic. 
How to integrate what we learn with other 
learning and life experiences enhances the 
value of the conversation for everyone.  



 

 

LEARNING THRU DISCUSSION [LTD]- READING OUTLINE PREPARATION 
 
Step One-Definitions:  
List three to five words of which you are unsure.  Look them up and write down the definitions 
of them. If you know all the terms then explore some vocabulary on a deeper level. 
 
Step Two-Main Topic Explanation: 
Write down your version of a general statement of the author's message. Remember to bring in 
concrete examples from the reading.  
 
Step Three-Subtopic Identification: 
Identify three subtopics.  This step is to teach the concept of conciseness.  
 
Step Four-Subtopic Explanation & Questions:  
Write a brief statement of the subject matter of each subtopic.  Remember to use examples from 
the reading. Secondly, create a question that you would ask for each subtopic. 
 
Step Five-Integration with Other Materials: 
Link one of the ten Primary Course Themes, that are on the next page of the syllabus, with the 
reading material. Restate the entire theme/questions and discuss details from the reading that 
reflect the ideas raised in the primary course theme.  
 
Step Six-Application: 
Using a photo from your own life or a photo of something relevant to you – Tell the story of that 
photo and relate it to the reading material. Remember to be specific about the idea or event in 
the reading material and copy the photo in your outline.  
 
Step Seven-Evaluation: 
Write down your reactions and evaluation of the reading.  If you have course suggestions, 
please share them.  
 

Ø Helpful Tip: Write the step number and title as you do the outline. It helps clarity of 
thought. 

 
 
[Adapted from Hill, Wm. Fawcett, Learning Thru Discussion (Sage Publications, 1969)] 
 
 



 

 

Primary Course Themes 
1. Western heritage. Western heritage has greatly impacted the modern age through the 

Reformation, Renaissance, Enlightenment, Scientific Revolution, and Industrial 
Revolutions. How has Western heritage shaped world values, ideas, philosophy, and 
religion after WWII? 

 
2. Collective past. Does a collective past give value to our lives? Can we control our 

collective present? Can we shape a collective future where respect for cultures and the 
individual character is present? What is the role of history in preserving a sense of 
common destiny? 

 
3. Colonialist legacies. How should we remember colonialism, slavery, and exploitation in 

the 19th and 20th centuries? What are the victories over colonialism and what are the 
challenges for the 21st century? 

 
4. The issue of ideology. Ideology is a relatively modern phenomenon. Why did it develop 

during the scientific revolution? How is ideology a philosophy? How is ideology a 
"blueprint for action?" 

 
5. Modernization and Generational Change. Each generation cherishes its traditions of 

culture, lifestyle, and achievements. How does the constant and increased pace of 
modernization influence the relationship between generations?  

 
6. Linkages between technology, society, and environment. Are we coordinating 

technological change, social change and the safe-keeping of the earth? How has 
technology influenced world societies? Has it created a better world? 

 
7. War and Peace. What is the more effective force in history to create real change in 

society? Do wars end conflict? Give some examples that show the impacts of both war 
and peace.  

 
8. World connections. The connected media revolution, technological innovations (such as 

artificial intelligence, drones, self-driving cars, etc.), and global economic connections 
have all created a rapidly changing world. Is the pace of this global connection and 
innovation outpacing humanity's ability to cope with the personal and social 
consequences?  

 
9. History and Identity. How are we connected in our self-perception of our own identity 

and history? What are the uses of local, regional, national and world histories to our own 
sense of our historical fate?  

 
10. World History as a Discipline of Study. How does the study of world history help us 

understand broader patterns of our past? What are some of the processes to study and 
with what methods and ideas should we approach these patterns?  


