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Syllabus—History 101 
 World Civilization to 1500  

Dr. Marilyn Levine          Office: Lang/Lit 100E 
Web Address: http://www.cwu.edu/history/marilyn-levine                  Phone:  963-2017 
Office Hours: M/W 10:00-10:50; T/Th 2:00-3:30; or by appt.           Email: marilyn.levine@cwu.edu 
  
Course Description: 

The history of the world before 1500 is a voyage to the roots of 
modern humanity.  This course surveys the development of 
society from Paleolithic times to the Reformation.  Lectures 
provide the broader historical contexts, and also focus on several 
facets of selected cultures, such as the development of religions 
and philosophy and rhetorical tradition.  In addition to lectures, 
the course will explore pre-1500 world societies through reading 
and discussions, films, and other class activities. 

 

 
Why Study World History? 
What happened? No matter the perspective, this is a question that is becoming a cry from the heart for 
many people. History is one way to understand not only what happened and how it happened, but also 
attempts to understand WHY events happen. Because of the increasing primacy of global connections in 
the twenty-first century we need to understand the patterns of human thought and behavior in a world 
context to understand the why of our society today. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Gain familiarity with some of the main events and ideas in pre-1500 World History. 
2. To understand the origins of humankind and the development of civilization. 
3. To comprehend classical and medieval societies. 
4. To comprehend the development of religious traditions and philosophical systems in ancient history. 
5. To learn about non-Western civilizations. 
6. The ability to think critically about the discipline of history. 
7. To develop a sense of historical continuity by understanding historical process. 
8. The ability to discern, assemble, and evaluate relevant evidence bearing on a historical argument. 
9. The ability to synthesize content and evidence in historical inquiries. 

 
 

   

 
All civilization in a sense exists only in the mind. 
Gunpowder, textile arts, machinery, laws, telephones 
are not themselves transmitted from man to man or 
from generation to generation, at least not permanently. 
It is the perception, the knowledge and understanding 
of them, their ideas in the Platonic sense, that are 
passed along. Everything social can have existence only 
through mentality.   

-Alfred Kroeber,  The Superorganic 
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 Readings:  
Required Texts: 
Epic of Gilgamesh 
Tsai Chih-chung, Zhuangzi Speaks 
Lucien Febvre, Life in Renaissance 
France 
 
Study Guide & Course Pages: Lecture 
Outlines and Key Terms are in a Study 
Guide posted alongside other useful 
Course Pages in CANVAS. The Course 
Syllabus and the Study Guide also are on the Professor's Web Site: Courses 
page. For information on historical timelines, content, and maps please 
view the World Civilization Library Guide. 

 1. http://www.cwu.edu/history/marilyn-levine 
2. http://libguides.lib.cwu.edu/c.php?g=379503&p=2570172 

 

 Class Schedule of Activities: 
Day Lectures & Discussions Readings & Notices 

Week One:  Beginnings 

1/3 Course Introduction   

1/4 Early Man and the Development of Human Society I  

1/5 Early Man and the Development of Human Society II Every Picture Tells a Story Discussion 

Week Two: The Advance of Human Societies 

1/8 Development of Civilization: Mesopotamia I  

1/9 Development of Civilization: Mesopotamia II Group Discussions 

1/10 Development of Civilization: Egypt I  

1/11 Development of Civilization: Egypt II Group Discussions 

1/12 Epic of Gilgamesh Group Discussions  
Outline Due 

Week Three: The Advance of Human Societies (continued) 

1/15 HOLIDAY      

1/16 Development of Civilization: India Group Discussions 

1/17 Development of Civilization: China I  

1/18 Development of Civilization: China II Every Picture Tells a Story Discussion 

1/19 Civilization Workshop I Midterm Project Assigned 
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Week Four: The Advance of Human Societies (continued) 

1/22 Close Focus: Asian Religions & Philosophy I  

1/23 Film   

1/24 Civilization Workshop II  

1/25 Film  

1/26 Civilization Workshop Presentations Group Presentations 
Workshop Form Submitted 

Week Five: Classical Civilizations in the West 

1/29 Classical Civilization: Greece I  

1/30 Classical Civilization: Greece II Group Discussions 

1/31 Classical Civilization: Rome I  

2/1 Classical Civilization: Rome II Group Discussions 

2/2 Close Focus: Rhetoric in the Classical Tradition I Midterm Project Due 

Week Six:  World Religions and World History 

2/5 Close Focus: Rhetoric in the Classical Tradition II Group Discussions 

2/6 Religious Traditions: Judaism I  

2/7 Religious Traditions: Judaism II Group Discussions 

2/8 Religious Traditions: Islam I  

2/9 Religious Traditions: Islam II Group Discussions 
Every Picture Tells a Story Discussion 

Week Seven:   World Religions and World History (continued) 
Integration and Disintegration in the Middle Ages  

2/12 Close Focus: Asian Religions & Philosophy II  

2/13 Zhuangzi Speaks Group Discussions 
Outline Due 

2/14 The Growth of Europe and Development of Christianity  

2/15 The Growth of Europe and Development of Christianity Group Discussions 
 

2/16 Optional Lecture Review Session  

Week Eight: Integration and Disintegration in the Middle Ages 

2/19       HOLIDAY       

2/20 Asia: Invasions and Empires I Group Discussions 

2/21 Asia: Invasions and Empires II  

2/22 Old and New Worlds: Africa and the Americas I Group Discussions 
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2/23 Old and New Worlds: Africa and the Americas II Final Project Assigned 
Every Picture Tells a Story Discussion 

Week Nine:   The West: Adaptation and a New Age 

2/26 The Middle Ages in Europe  

2/27 Life in The European Late Middle Ages Group Discussions 

2/28 The European Renaissance   

3/1 Life in Renaissance France  
 

Group Discussions 
Outline Due 

3/2 The Reformation I  

Week Ten:  Culmination of the New Age: The Reformation 

3/5 The Reformation II Group Discussions 

3/6 Film  

3/7 Film Every Picture Tells a Story Discussion 

3/8 Optional Review Session/Work Day  

3/9 Ancient and Contemporary History – A Discussion  Group Discussions 
Final Project Due 

Final Projects will be returned and discussed on the Finals Day. 
 
Course Policies: 

1. Academic Dishonesty: As defined in the CWU Student Conduct Code (11.B) includes both cheating 
and plagiarism. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to: (a) Directly quoting the words in any 
publication without using quotation marks or indented format AND proper footnote style to identify 
the citation. (b) Using altered wording, materials or ideas of others without properly identifying 
their source. If academic dishonesty is confirmed, I reserve the right to issue a failing grade for 
the course.  

2. Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who wish to set up academic adjustments in 
this class should send me an electronic copy of their “Academic Adjustments” as soon as possible 
so we can meet to discuss how the approved adjustments will be implemented in this class. 
Students with disabilities without this documentation should contact the Center for Disability 
Services, Boullion 140, DS@cwu.edu or call 509 963-1202 immediately.  

3. Interactivity: All students, during class sessions must turn off and put away their cell phones, and 
must disconnect from the Web for all other media. Other media only may be used for note taking. 
Connected media may be used during the group project sessions. The focus and interaction with 
the instructor and fellow students is a key component of this learning experience and will be 
considered an important part of the participation grade. Attendance also will be highly considered 
in the participation grade. Repeated absences will result in a lower participation grade. A Doctor’s 
note will be necessary for medical absences. 

4. Office Hours are FOR Students: Please drop by during office hours, whether you want to ask a 
question or share a conversation about the material or history in general.  If my office hours are 
inconvenient for your schedule, we can schedule an alternative time.   
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Course Assignments and Grading: 
Assignments include:  

 Assignment Percentage of Overall Grade 
Midterm Project 15% 
Final Take-Home Project 30% 
Three Reading LTD Outlines 30% 
Group project 10% 
Discussion/Participation 15% 
 
Every Picture Tells a Story Discussions: 
On assigned Every Picture Tells a Story discussion days, students will bring a photo from their life or a 
photo of something relevant to you. In small groups students will tell the story of their photos and link the 
photo to the history content taught that week.  
 
Late Submission Policy & Helpful Tips: 
Written assignments are reduced by one grade for each day they are late, up to 50%. Students are expected 
to complete their assignments in a timely manner and computer glitches are not an acceptable reason for 
delayed assignments. 

 Helpful Tip #1: Always Back Your Work Sessions on an External Flash Drive. That way no matter what happens 
to your hard drive or printer, you always can submit your work in a timely manner.  

 Helpful Tip #2: Consider completing assignments a few days ahead of time. This assures you receive full credit 
for your work, by not experiencing difficulties on the due date, AND you have time to reflect and maybe redraft 
portions of your work, if you so choose. 

 
LEARNING THRU DISCUSSION [LTD] - READING OUTLINE PREPARATION 

Step One - Definitions:  
List three to five words of which you are unsure.  Look them up and write down the definitions of them. 
Step Two - Main Topic Identification:  
Write down your version of a general statement of the author's message. Remember to bring in concrete 
examples from the reading.  
Step Three - Subtopic Identification:  
Identify two to three subtopics.  This step is to teach the concept of conciseness.  
Step Four - Subtopic Explanation & Questions:  
Write a brief statement of the subject matter of each subtopic.  Remember to use examples from the reading. 
Secondly, design a question that you would ask for each subtopic. 
Step Five- Integration with Other Materials:  
Link one of the ten Primary Course Themes with the reading material. Restate the entire theme/questions 
and discuss details from the reading that answers the questions raised in the primary course theme.  
Step Six - Application:  
Using a photo from your own life or a photo of something relevant to you – Tell the story of that photo and 
relate it to the reading material. Remember to be specific about the idea or event in the reading material.   
Step Seven - Evaluation: Write down your reactions and evaluation of the reading. If you have course 
suggestions, please share them.  
 

 Helpful Tip: Write the step number and title as you do the outline. It helps clarity of thought. 
[Adapted from Hill, Wm. Fawcett, Learning Thru Discussion (Sage Publications, 1969)] 
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Primary Course Themes 
 

1. In the Beginning: Human Society. Discuss the linkages between human evolution, physical 
adaptations such as the production of food, shelter and clothing and the transformations in 
human society, such as the growth of villages, social stratification, etc.  

 
2. Civilization, Society, and Culture. What is the relationship between the advancement of 

human society and culture and the development of civilization? How complex must a 
society become, to be considered a civilization?  

 
3. Civilization and Human Historical Patterns.  How does the nature of a civilization affect 

the events of human history? Civilizations appear to develop, flourish, and fall. What are 
the milestones of this process and some of the reasons for these historical cycles? 

 
4. China and India: Philosophy and Religion. As the two preeminent cultures in Asia, China 

focused on the nurturing of philosophy and India on the nurturing of religion. How was 
this focus developed in each of these countries? What were some of the social and political 
impacts of those developments? 

 
5. Mesopotamia and Egypt: Cradles of Western Civilizations. Why are Mesopotamia and 

Egypt seen as cradles of the West? Are there elements of these societies that foreshadow 
elements we can discern in current Western society?  

 
6. The Shape of World Religions. Religions emerge as systems of faith and practice. How did 

historical and social forces shape religions that focus on social class such as Hinduism 
(caste) and Buddhism (egalitarian) and tribal based societies that produced Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam?  

 
7. Classical Ages. Greece, Rome, China, and India had classical periods of history. How 

would you define a “classical age?” Why are these epochs perceived by later generations 
as “golden?” 

 
8. Empires: Wealth and Corruption. Imperialism and conquest results in suffering, death, and 

impoverishment of the conquered. History also shows that the master culture grows 
decayed and eventually corrupted and weak. Why? 

 
9. Rise of Europe in the Western World. As world history progressed to 1500, Europe as a 

region grew in social organization, religiosity, and material goods. These changes laid the 
foundation for Feudalism, the Renaissance, and the Reformation. What were some of the 
key common events that welded these social factors, regional growth, and epochs together? 

 
10. World History as a Discipline of Study. How does the study of world history help us 

understand broader patterns of our past? What are some of the processes to study and with 
what methods and ideas should we approach these patterns?   
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DISCUSSION DYNAMICS: 
Discussion can be enhanced by keeping in mind a few Discussion roles: 
 

Initiating:  
Introduce yourself and your major when you 
have your first discussion with a group. 

Giving & Asking for Information 
Assume that your fellow students may know the 
answer to something that you wondered about in 
the reading.  

Giving & Asking for Reactions 
If you are a shy person or a curious person, do not 
be afraid to put your point forward and ask that 
students react to your idea. In addition, respond 
to the ideas of other students, and not just focus 
on your own points.  

Restating & Giving Examples 
When was the last time you had an argument 
because of miscommunication? An important 
Discussion skill is to concretely restate or give an 
example to clarify what another speaker has put 
forward. You might be surprised that you didn't 
understand their idea. 

Confronting and Reality Testing 
You have the right, even the responsibility to 
disagree from time to time. However, there is 
constructive disagreement and non-constructive 
disagreement. Name calling, denigrating the 
intelligence or abilities of your classmates is not 
only uncivil, but it will not be tolerated in this 
course. If you do not agree with an idea, mention 
that there might be merits, but you do not think it 
is totally correct. A good phrase when you do not 
agree would be "I would suggest . . . "  

Synthesizing & Summarizing 
This is a very valuable discussion dynamic. How 
to integrate what we learn with other learning 
and life experiences enhances the value of the 
conversation for everyone.  

 
 


