
Washington State Parks Internship Opportunity 
 
The goal of this internship is to provide training for students to research historically 
accurate information in support of the development of interpretive programs. Primary 
activities will include education in archival and other research on specific topics, artifacts, 
clothing and facilities. Intern will learn about living history programs, displays, signage and 
other educational endeavors.  
 
The internship is for one term working with Olmstead Place Historical State Park. Interns 
will be instructed and supervised in a variety of work experiences and projects. They will 
develop a familiarity with local homestead history.  
 
1 to 5 credits, depending on student need.  1 credit = 40 hours of internship time. 10% of 
the hours are purely academic, working on a journal and reflective essay. 
 
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission Background 
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission provides natural and cultural 
resources in over 100 parks throughout the state. These parks record over 35 million visits 
each year. Locally, Olmstead Place Historical State Park hosts an 1875 homestead with the 
original cabin and a house museum along with other heritage site buildings. Dedicated as a 
National Heritage Site by the National Park Service in 1972, this piece of the past allows 
visitors to step back in time and consider what early life was like in Kittitas Valley and how 
it has changed over the decades. 
 

Mission 
The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission cares for Washington's most 
treasured lands, waters, and historic places. State parks connect all Washingtonians to their 
diverse natural and cultural heritage and provide memorable recreational and educational 
experiences that enhance their lives. 
 

Vision 
Washington's state parks will be cherished destinations with natural, cultural, recreational, 
artistic, and interpretive experiences that all Washingtonians enjoy, appreciate, and 
proudly support. 
 
Application Due date:  
 
Friday, 12 May 2017 
Application materials should be submitted to laura.busby@parks.wa.gov. Call 509-925-
1943 for more information. 
 
Application Materials: 

 Resume 
 Unofficial transcript 
 Cover letter stating why you want the internship with contact information.  

Please discuss why you are interested in the internship and any qualifications you 
wish to highlight. 

mailto:laura.busby@parks.wa.gov


 Two letters of recommendation, one of which should be from a member of the CWU 
history faculty. 

 

Potential candidates will be interviewed for the internship. 
 
Intern Duties: 

 20% - Research facilities, farm equipment, and other artifacts (age, origin, materials, 
interesting facts, etc.) 

 25% - Assist with maintenance, arrangement and organization of artifacts; may 
include providing appropriate information for inclusion in artifact catalog 

 15% - Develop an accurate history of the Olmstead family events 
 20% - Research information in order to consult on correct time period portrayal of 

costuming, artifacts, language, etc. for living history performances 
 10% - Compile historical information into one, primary document that contains 

sections on family history, a timeline of family events against the backdrop of 
American happenings, artifact information of particular interest, etc. 

 10% - CWU required academic journal and reflective essay 
 
Required Qualifications: 

 History, anthropology or education major/minor at CWU 
 Junior or Senior standing with a GPA of 3.0 or higher 
 Completion of HIST 302 with B+ or better, if undergraduate history major 
 Transportation to Olmstead Place (4 miles east of Ellensburg) 

 
Desired Qualifications: 

 Strong written and oral communication skills 
 Ability to interact with the public in a professional manner 
 Must be detail-oriented and possess strong organizational skills 
 Ability to be proactive and work independently, as needed 
 Professional work ethic 

 
Possible Work Sites 

 Olmstead Place State Park (70% of time) 
 Central WA Regional Archives (25% of time) 
 CWU Archives (5% of time) 

 
Contact information: 
Laura Busby 
Interpretive Specialist, Washington State Parks 
Central Cascades Area 
Olmstead Place Historical State Park 
Laura.busby@parks.wa.gov 
(509) 925-1943 


