
WINTER 2017 • CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY • DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

The Development of Irish Democracy

NEWS UPDATES ..................2

ALUMNI UPDATES.............3

NEW FACULTY.....................4

AWARDS................................4

SPRING COURSES................4

Professor Jason Knirck has recently been named the Burns Visiting Scholar in Irish 
Studies at Boston College for 2018. As the Burns  Scholar, he will be spending part 
of his 2017-2018 sabbatical year at the Center for Irish Programs at Boston College, 
where he will be researching and writing his current monograph project on the 
development of parliamentary democracy in the Irish Free State in the 1920s and 
1930s. This project, tentatively titled A Loyal Opposition?, traces the channeling of 
opposition to the Free State government into parliamentary, rather than military or 
abstentionist, channels. When the Free State was created by the Anglo-Irish Treaty 
of 1921, Ireland had little experience with a loyal opposition. Although Ireland had 
sent representatives to the London parliament since 1801, and consequently had 
experience with elections and campaigns, the largest Irish party by the end of the 
nineteenth century had often used filibusters, interruptions, and other 
obstructionist tactics to halt parliamentary business, and was generally applauded 
for so doing back home. During the Irish revolution of 1916-1922, the 
revolutionary Sinn Fein party placed a premium on unity, and members of 
Ireland's self-proclaimed revolutionary parliament (called Dail Eireann) were  
discouraged from speaking out publicly against revolutionary leaders. When the 
Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed in 1921, many Sinn Feiners opposed the Treaty

While in Boston, Jason will use the Burns Library's unparalleled collection of Irish 
newspapers to continue researching political opposition in Ireland,. He will also teach a 
new course on "Ireland and Empire" that focuses on the many interactions between Irish 
people and the English/British Empire. The course will discuss the partial conquest of 
Ireland by the Normans; the expansion of English control under the Tudors; the 
historiographical controversies over whether Ireland served as a model for later British 
Atlantic colonies; the role of Irish people as imperial soldiers, missionaries, 
administrators, and settlers; the connections between Ireland and India; and the position 
of Ireland in the Commonwealth in the 1920s and 1930s. The goal will be to give students 
an understanding of how the Irish were simultaneously victims and perpetrators of 
imperialism. Jason also will deliver a public lecture on his research and will work with 
Boston College's Irish studies students at the undergraduate, masters', and doctoral levels. 
The History Department at CWU wishes him well in his endeavors and breathes a sigh of 
relief that he will be away from the department for the better part of five months. 
Someone will undoubtedly have to water his office plants.

because it kept the new Irish Free State within the British Empire instead of creating a wholly separate Irish Republic. These opponents refused 
to recognize the legitimacy of the new Irish parliament, and many of them took up arms against the new state in 1922. Jason's book studies the 
gradual creation of a functioning parliamentary democracy out of the Irish revolution's legacy of militarism, abstentionism, and disdain for 
politics. It studies the minor oppositional parties that participated in the first Free State Parliament (the Labour and Farmers' parties), the anti-
Treaty opposition as it transitioned from the gun to the ballot box after 1922, and the government party after it was voted out of office in 1932. 
The study will highlight the development of a crucial factor in the creation of a functioning democracy while seeking to understand why 
Ireland was one of only two new European countries created in the wake of the First World War that managed to remain democratic 
throughout the entire interwar period.

The Burns Library at Boston College
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Student 
• The CWU History Club sponsored a
talk by Professor Marilyn Levine in 
February on a history of colonialism in 
Vietnam. This was the first of several 
talks on Vietnam scheduled by the Club 
for winter and spring quarters, in order 
to prepare students for a campus visit 
by Tim O'Brien, author of The Things 
They Carried, later this spring.

Faculty

Jason Knirck will present at the annual 
American Conference for Irish Studies  in 
Kansas City on, appropriately, April Fools' 
Day. His paper is entitled "The Voice of 
Reason: Revolutionary Labour's Rational 
Appeal," and analyzes the politics of the Irish 
Labour party during the Irish Civil War.

• Lacy Ferrell has been invited to participate

•
Easley is one of the co-authors of a 
forthcoming textbook on Russian, Soviet, 
and post-Soviet history. The textbook is co-

written with Mark Davis Kuss (University of 
New Orleans) and Thomas Pearson 
(Monmouth University). It is written and 
arranged in a streamlined, user-friendly 
fashion, according to how the authors actually 
teach both the content and historiography of 
Russian history.  The textbook is contracted 
with Cognella Publishers and is set to be 
released in Fall 2017.

•

• MA student Robert Moser will start an

• History graduate student Liz Seelye
presented a paper at the Southwest 
Popular/American Culture Association 
Conference in Albuquerque in 
February. Her paper was part of a panel 
on Political Punks and was titled 
"'Everything is Going According to 
Plan': KGB Oppression of Rock Music 
and Soviet Punks." Liz is pursuing an 
MA degree in Soviet history under the 
direction of Roxanne Easley.

internship next quarter at the Central 
Regional Branch of the Washington State 
Archives. Robert is an MA student working 
on 19th century American history under 
the direction of Dan Herman. The 
department now offers internships with the 
State Archives, the Kittitas County 
Genealogical Society, and the Ellensburg 
Rodeo Hall of Fame.

• Chong Eun Ahn will present at two

• Dan Herman recently published an article
entitled "The Rim Country War Reconsidered: 
On Honor Rustling, Vigilantism, and How 
History Got Remembered." The article will 
appear in the Spring 2017 issue of the Journal of 
Arizona History.

conferences in March. First, she will travel 
to Portland for the Asian Studies 
Development Program’s National 
Conference. While there, she will chair a 
panel that takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to exploring the power and 
paradox of social memory and cultural 
heritage in shaping the experiences of 
Asian labor migrants in the modern world. 
Her presentation examines contemporary 
Korean-Chinese  memory of their 
migration from the Korean peninsula to 
Northeast China in the early 1900s. Then, 
at the Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 
Annual Conference in Toronto, she is 
presenting her research paper titled 
“Where/Who Are ‘We?’ Experiences and 
Memories of Koreans in the Chinese Civil 
War,” as part of an interdisciplinary  panel 
on “Memory-Making and the 
Construction of Collective Memory across 
East Asia’s Twentieth Century."

Brown 
University. 
Not pictured: 
Lacy Ferrell.

in a conference on Education in Africa, 
sponsored by the Watson Institute at 
Brown University. Lacy's topic is "'The best 
authorities on all things African': 
Education and Authenticity among the 
Elite in Colonial Ghana, 1897-1920" and is 
part of her larger project on education in 
colonial and postcolonial Ghana.

Our current department chair Roxanne

A Google image search 
for "Knirck ACIS" was 
redirected to "Knick 
ASICS," and those 
pictures seemed more 
eye-catching and 
compelling. Thanks 
Google!

• Brian Carroll travelled to the University of
Montana to take part in the Lockridge History 
Workshop. Professor Carroll's paper, part of a 
chapter from a forthcoming monograph, was 
titled "All Hail the American Nachzehrer: 
German Itinerant Doctors and the 
Medicalization of Vampire Belief in New 
England." About two dozen graduate students 
and faculty were present and the session was 
followed by a dinner with the history faculty. 
Brian also was elected in the fall as the new 
Director of the interdisciplinary American 
Indian Studies program here at CWU. 
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Alumnus Performs as Lincoln
• Monte Steigher (BA, 1968) enjoyed a
long career as a librarian after 
graduating from Central with a history 
degree. After receiving a Masters in 
Library Science from the University of 
Washington, Monte worked as a catalog 
librarian at Washington State 
University and Northern Arizona 
University before finishing his career as 
associate dean of the library at the 
University of Idaho. Along the way, he 
also cultivated an interest in the history 
of Tibet, eastern Turkistan, and the 
Uighur people. One of the highlights of 
his career was teaching an Honors 
seminar on Eastern Turkistan at the 
University of Idaho. In retirement, 
Monte continues to travel to 
destinations such as the Ukraine, India, 
the Philippines, and Scotland.

For more news on the department, please check out our Facebook page, Twitter 
feed, and webpage.

• Brian Davis (BA, 2014) will graduate
with a JD from the University of Denver 
in the spring. He plans to take the bar 
exam in Colorado this summer.

Alumni News 
History department alumnus Keith Deaton 
(BA, 1965) has been entertaining and educating 
audiences while performing as Abraham Lincoln. 
Deaton became fascinated with Lincoln while in high 
school in Lind, WA. That fascination continued 
through his teaching career in Pasco and Keith 
eventually began portraying Lincoln and presenting 
aspects of Lincoln's career in a variety of formats. "I 
continue to learn something new [about Lincoln] 
every time," Deaton says. "History should be a living 
thing and not just a stagnant part of our education." 
Deaton's performances reflect his commitment to 
ongoing learning, as they are unscripted and often 
involve significant interaction with and questions 
from the audience. "I like when people try to 
challenge me or trick me," Deaton recalls, as such 
interactions keep him on his toes as a performer and 
as an historian. 

• Katherine (Pittner) Marney
(BA, 2006; MA, 2008) is finishing up a 
PhD in Library Science at the University 
of Arizona. She is currently the Director 
of the Karl Johann Memorial Library at 
Culver-Stockton College in Missouri.

• After starting work in customer service
for Slingshot Sports in Hood River, OR, 
Kyle Knight (BA, 2006) wanted a change 
and moved to Australia. After receiving a 
Certificate in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages from a 
school in Chiang Mai, Thailand, he is 
now teaching English in Hanoi.

Distinguished Faculty Career 
History alumnus Rolland Dewing
(BA, 1956) enjoyed a long and 
distinguished career as a history 
professor after his departure from 
Central. He received his PhD in history 
from Ball State University and his first 
teaching position was at Morehead State 
University in Morehead, Kentucky. After 
promotion to associate professor at 
Morehead State, he was named the Chair
of the Social Science Division at Chadron State College in 
Nebraska. He served in that position for eighteen years before 
returning to the faculty and eventually retiring in 2004. Along the 
way, Dr. Dewing published Wounded Knee II and Regions in 
Transition: The Northern Great Plains and the Pacific Northwest in 
the Great Depression. The latter work was inspired in part by his 
own experiences as a Dust Bowl migrant. He also edited The FBI 
Files on Wounded Knee and the American Indian Movement. He 
continues to lecture and publish in retirement.

https://www.facebook.com/CWUHistoryDepartment
https://twitter.com/cwuhistorydept
https://historyatcwu.wordpress.com/
http://www.unmpress.com/books.php?ID=20000000006200
http://www.linesonwines.com/#home
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The department continues to 
want to connect  with our 
alumni. We would very much 
like to hear from you and to add 
features on alumni to future 
editions of the newsletter. 
Please send us an update on 
your current whereabouts and 
activities to 
Jason.Knirck@cwu.edu

Teaching Assistants 2016-17  

New Courses for Spring 2017
The Department of History faculty has grown by two in 
recent years, as two former CWU administrators have 
returned to faculty status in the department. Marji 
Morgan, the longtime dean of CWU's College of Arts 
and Humanities, stepped down two years ago. She has 
been teaching classes for the history department since 
then, but the bulk of her focus has been on her 
appointment as interim chair of the Communications 
Department for the past two years. This fall, she will 
return to History full time. Marilyn Levine, who served 
as provost at CWU for several years, also returned to 
the department this year and will begin teaching next 
quarter. Marilyn and Marji are broadening the already-
wide variety of classes offered by the department. Marji 
has taught a well-received class on the global history of 
food and drink, and this spring she will be returning to 
her initial specialization in modern British history by 
offering a course on British History in Literature. 

APPOINTMENTS AND 
MILESTONES

Max Tiffany, Thesis Defense, 
"Bound in Bermuda and Virginia: 
The First Century of Slave Laws and 
Customs," (Advisor: Brian Carroll)

Marilyn, a historian of China and East Asia by training, is offering a course on Historical 
Biography in the spring. The course will cover theoretical and practical approaches to writing 
biographies, as well as discussing several genres of biography that have arisen within the 
discipline of history over the past decades. In 
teaching the course, Marilyn will draw on her 
experience chronicling the lives of expatriate 
Chinese communist intellectuals who studied in 
Europe in the interwar period before returning to 
China to work for the revolution.  Next year, 
Marilyn plans to teach courses on Vietnamese 
history and Japanese history. Marji and Marilyn 
are also teaching a variety of lower-division world 
history courses, senior writing seminars, and 
Introduction to History courses for the 
department.

Spring Upper-Division Courses 
Pacific Northwest History (Ken Munsell)
History of Gender and Sexuality in Africa (Lacy Ferrell)
Jefferson, Jackson and American Democracy (Dan Herman)
Introduction to Public History (Brian Carroll)
Biography: The History of One (Marilyn Levine)
British History in Literature (Marji Morgan)

Michael Hamberg
Thomas Hull
Robert Moser
Alexander Odicino
Liz Seelye

Graduate MA Defenses  

Brendan Bermea, Examination 
Defense, Late 19th Century 
America (Advisor: Dan Herman)




