
Central Washington University 
General Education Committee 

June 5, 2012, 2:00-4:00 
Draft Minutes 

 

Present: Phil Backlund, James Bisgard, Toni Čuljak, Tim Dittmer, Sharon Rosell, Scott 

Carlton and Sheryl Grunden. 

 

Absent:  Duane Dowd, John O’Neil and Jim Thompson 

 

Guest(s):  None 

 

 

Meeting was convened at 2:07 p.m. 

 

Changes to the Agenda - DHC update, PHIL 150 substitution. 

 

Minutes for May 21, 2012 - Toni moved to approve the May 21, 2012 minutes.  

James seconded and the minutes were approved.  

 

Announcements - Tim will fill in for Toni Sipic in the fall and then he will take over 

during winter and spring quarters. 

 

Dates for 2012-13: 3-5 p.m.   
Fall: September 24, October 8, October 22, November 5, November 19 
Winter:  January 14, 28, February 11, 25, March 11 
Spring:  April 1, April 15, April 29, May 6, May 20 

 

Outcomes for current system in each of the areas of breadth requirements - Phil 

handed out his updated version of the outcomes.  Course equivalencies substitute for 

the requirement.  James moved to approve the changes to the math and reasoning 

skills requirements.  Tim seconded and motion was approved.  The committee made 

some changes to the critical thinking outcomes.  Construct and analyze an argument 

involving a complex issue.  It was suggested to use the outcomes from Gary Bartlett 

without using number 6 and change some wording.  

Approved to add.   

1 accurately summarize an argument contained, identifying its thesis, premises, and 

assumptions. 

2.  state the general distinction between the truth of an argument's premises and the 

validity or strength of its reasoning; and display awareness of this is in their writing. 

3.  Identify whether a given argument is deductive or inductive, and accordingly 

evaluate it for either validity and soundness or the strength and cogency; and 

recognize whether it commits any common argumentative fallacies. 

4.  display awareness of their own assumptions, and a willingness to question them; 

and hence an ability and willingness to engage seriously and respectfully with others 

who disagree with those assumptions. 



5.  show awareness and tolerance of complexity; that is, be able to take a reasoned 

position on a complex question while acknowledging that their position might be 

incorrect. 

6.  construct a well-supported, clearly articulated, and sustained argument for a thesis 

concerning a question at issue. 

 

James moved to approve adding courses to the current breadth area criteria.  Tim 

seconded.  One solution would be to list both the breadth area objectives and the 

course specific outcomes.  Motion was approved with modifications.  

1. identify the block for the proposed course 

2. describe in detail how the primary learner outcomes of the course meets the 

general education learner outcomes identified for that block 

3. provide a detailed sample syllabus that highlights sections that will be common to 

all syllabi used for this course 

4. provide documentation for the ways in which the learner outcomes will be 

assessed  

 

CS 101 and IT 101 ask for the learner outcomes for both of these courses.   

 

Community colleges only have to do 2 quarters to meet their foreign language 

requirement.   

 

Toni moved to remove foreign language as general education requirement.  James 

seconded.  Motion was approved.  Scott will find out how many students come in 

currently without foreign language.  This recommendation should be sent to the 

Academic Affairs committee to become a graduation requirement for everyone. 

 

It was suggested that the graduation requirements be taken out of the General 

Education requirements and develop an area for that information. 

 

DHC - list the DHC courses among the breadth requirements. James moved to add 

the DHC course substitutions approved in 2007 into the catalog as of Fall 2013.  

Seconded Toni approved. 

 

Toni moved to send a note there is a permit to substitute form and quite using the 

term "hybrid".  

 

Foreign Language requirement - This will be changed to a graduation requirement, 

rather than a general education requirement. 

 

Writing course equivalents - ENG 310, ADMG 385, COM 345 are courses that are 

not part of the Gen Ed requirements but are currently being substituted for W courses.  

They would like permission to put these on CAPs so they are not hidden.   They have 

been used for about 10 years and typically only used when a student cannot complete 

the W course requirements prior to graduation.  It was moved and seconded to 

approve the substitution of these courses through spring 2013 for any students.  



However, after spring 2013 they must be included in the Gen Ed program as a W 

course to be used.  Motion was approved. 

 

Best practices from other universities - Did not have time to discuss. 

 

Petitions/appeals (if any) - none 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:53 p.m. 

 

 


