
Central Washington University 
General Education Committee 

April 23, 2012, 3:00-4:00 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Phil Backlund, James Bisgard, Toni Čuljak, Tim Dittmer, Duane Dowd, 

Sharon Rosell, Tracy Pellett 

 

Absent:  John O’Neil, Jim Thompson, Tracy Pellett, Scott Carlton and Sheryl 

Grunden 

 

Guest(s):  Tony Sipic 

 
Meeting was convened at 3:01 p.m. 

 

Changes to the Agenda – No changes to the agenda. 

 

Toni moved to approve the minutes for April 16, 2012.  Duane seconded and the 

motion was approved.   

 

Announcements - None 

 

Survey presentation – Duane presented his analysis of the results of the summary.  

The committee discussed what the data represents.  A majority of 

faculty/staff/administrators feel there should be some kind of change, while students 

feel that change is less important.  Several questions were posed:  Who is driving the 

changes?  What kind of changes are really needed or wanted?  It was suggested that a 

qualitative study could be done by the new coordinator.  Phil will write a letter to the 

Provost with these suggestions.   

 

Math outcomes – James presented a proposal from the Math department.  Currently 

the Basic math skills courses are 101, 164, 153, 154, 170, 172 and the reasoning 

requirement courses are Math 102, 130; Phil 201; CS 105 

 

The proposal includes that a Basic math graduation requirement would be for a 

student to place into at least MATH 153.  If they do they have completed the basic 

math requirement.  Goal: Know and use “Number Sense” and Algebra.  Outcomes: 

perform basic arithmetic, interpret and use simple numerical information, perform 

basic estimation tasks, perform basic algebraic and symbolic manipulations.   

 

Then have a Quantitative Literacy requirement Goal:  Be able to understand, analyze, 

and interpret quantitative information from a variety of sources (graphs, calculations, 

statistics, and symbols). Outcomes:  Read and generate a variety of graphs, interpret 

basic statistical summaries, explain the limitations of statistics.   

 



Critical thinking goal: explain the limitations of deductive reasoning (critical 

thinking), interpret and explain relationships expressed through symbols.  Goal: Be 

able to represent and understand the representation of contextually rich problems. 

Outcomes:  Identify problems in context, express contextual problems in abstract and 

symbolic form, interpret functions, functional notation, graphs, and quantitative data 

in a specific context, distinguish between and interpret as variety of models, identify 

and use deductive reasoning in a logical argument (reasoning), access and analyze a 

logical argument and its premises (reasoning). 

 

Best practices from other universities – Will discuss at future meeting. 

 

Outcomes for current system in each of the areas of breadth requirements – Will 

discuss at next meeting. 

 

Petitions/appeals (if any) - None 

 

Meeting date and time for next academic year – Will be on agenda for next meeting. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:13 p.m. 

 

Next meeting is May 7th.  

 


