
Central Washington University 
General Education Committee 

April 16, 2012, 3:00-4:00 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Phil Backlund, James Bisgard, Toni Čuljak, Tim Dittmer, Duane Dowd, 

Sharon Rosell, Tracy Pellett, and Sheryl Grunden. 

 

Absent:  John O’Neil, Jim Thompson and Scott Carlton. 

 

Guest(s):  None 

 
Meeting was convened at 3:01 p.m. 

 

Changes to the Agenda - None 

 

Minutes for April 2, 2012 – Sharon moved to approve the April 2, 2012 minutes 

with corrections to the writing requirement motion.  James seconded and motion was 

approved. 

 

Announcements – Phil let the committee know that he will not be here in two weeks.  

He suggested that the committee meet next week instead of April 30
th

 and then stager 

the meetings the rest of the quarter.  It was decided to meet April 23
rd

 then May 7 and 

May 21
st
 for the rest of this quarter. 

 

Survey update – Duane reported that the response numbers for the survey look good 

enough to put together a presentation of comparative numbers.  Duane will present 

the finding at the committee meeting on April 23
rd

. 

 

Writing requirement – The committee continued the discussion on the writing 

requirement.  The motion was reworded to read: To reduce the writing requirement 

from 4 to 3 “W” courses, require English 101 as a pre-requisite for General Education 

“W” courses, and require that departments will complete an assessment of student 

writing in the major.  Motion was approved.   

 

Toni will draft up the details for this motion to include a set of guidelines so 

departments will know what they need to do.   

 

Math outcomes – James talked with the Math department about outcomes for the 

math basic skills.  There does not seem to be common outcomes between Math 101 

and 164 and others 151, 152, 153 and 172.  Math 101 does not transfer to other 

colleges in the state other than Eastern, including community colleges.  Intermediate 

algebra level is required for most universities.  It was suggested to look at what the 

Math department proposed several years ago. 

 



Outcomes for current system in each of the areas of breadth requirements – Not 

discussed at this meeting. 

 

Best practices from other universities – Not discussed at this meeting. 

 

Petitions/appeals (if any) - None 

 

Toni asked that a future agenda item be to set a date and time for meetings next year 

as well as discuss a longer meeting time for next year.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Next meeting is April 23
rd

.  

 


