
Central Washington University 
General Education Committee 

April 2, 2012, 3:00-4:00 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Phil Backlund, James Bisgard, Toni Čuljak, Duane Dowd, Sharon Rosell, 

Tracy Pellett, Scott Carlton and Sheryl Grunden 

 

Absent:  Tim Dittmer, John O’Neil and Jim Thompson 

 

Guest(s):  Jesse Nelson 

 
Meeting was convened at 3:05 p.m. 

 

Changes to the Agenda - None 

 

James moved to approve the February 27, 2012 minutes.  Duane seconded the motion 

and motion was approved.   

 

Announcements – Phil reported that we were not able to get a team together for the 

General Education institute so it was canceled for this year.  Hopefully we can put 

together something for next year.  There has been no response from Tracy on the half-

time coordinator of General Education.  It was suggested Phil talk with Provost about 

this subject.  Jim reported that the Math department discussed outcomes in particular 

Math 101.  Committee will discuss this as part of agenda item #6. 

 

Jesse Nelson – Jesse talked to the committee about Gen Ed course pass rates.  Jesse 

shared some data on the pass rates.  Student Achievement is working with this data in 

order to advise students or using block scheduling conducive to their success.  They 

are looking at what courses students are struggling in so they can give additional 

support.  They only looked at fall quarter for the past three years.  The information is 

of students who earned less than a C- or withdrew from the course.  Jesse is speaking 

to this committee to see if they would like to begin a discussion about this.  National 

average is approximately 15-20%.  Jesse asked what would make the most sense in 

sharing this information with faculty groups or departments.  It was suggested to add 

freshman data into this report to see how freshman are doing in these courses.  Phil 

asked Jesse to keep the committee informed on how this information moves forward 

and the committee would like to have a part in the message to faculty. 

 

Survey update – Duane reported he had results both via Qualtrics and paper.  Duane 

shared the preliminary information he collected through Qualtrics with the 

committee.  There were very few from faculty and/or administration that filled out the 

survey.  It was suggested that an announcement be made at the Faculty Senate 

meeting this week.  There have been over 700 responses between the online survey 

and paper survey.  Tracy indicated he would forward the survey link to 

administrators. 



 

 

1. Outcomes for current system in each of the areas of breadth requirements 

 

Math 101- Did not discuss 

 

Writing requirement (tabled at last meeting)  Toni moved to reduce the writing 

requirement from 4 to 3 courses and require ENG 101 as a pre-req for General 

Education “W” courses.  Toni amended the motion to reduce the writing 

requirement from 4 to 3 W courses, require ENG 101 as a pre-req for General 

Education “W” courses, and have a University graduation requirement that each 

major have either a course writing in the major or the major have a portfolio 

course that students will be evaluated on as part of their Senior assessment.  

James seconded.  Amendment was approved.  Tracy would like to know the data 

of how many kids this would effect and what the impact would be on other 

departments.   

 

Best practices from other universities – Did not discuss 

 

Petitions/appeals (if any) – No petitions. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Next meeting is April 16th.  

 


