
June 12, 2014 
 
To:   Academic Department Chairs, Deans, Provost Levine, Faculty Senate Executive 

Committee, Faculty 
 
From:  Faculty Senate General Education Committee  

Phil Backlund, Jay Ball, Stephen Chamberland, Chet Claar, Anne Egger, Kristine 
Espinoza, Kyle French, David Hedrick and Chase Thiel  

 
Re:   IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROPOSAL 

TIMELINE 
 
Dear Colleagues:  
 
At the June 4, 2014 Faculty Senate meeting it was voted to DELAY the deadline for 
submission of course proposals for the revised General Education Program.  There are 
many reasons for the delay, not the least of which was the low number of submissions 
to this date.   
 
The previously announced deadline date was Oct, 20, 2014.  The new deadline is 
March 20, 2015. 
 
As you recall, these changes as approved by the Faculty Senate, require departments 
and programs to submit their relevant courses for consideration as fulfilling the general 
education requirements. No courses are "grandfathered" in.  The forms are also 
available online at http://www.cwu.edu/faculty-senate/curriculum-forms. 
 
Some departments had questions about the forms themselves, how they would be 
evaluated, and the assessment procedures.  We have developed sample forms, and 
these are attached.  Please let us know if you have any questions.  We would be happy 
to work with you on completing the forms.   
 
Here again are the guidelines for submission. 
1. All existing courses must be re-submitted.  
2. The submission process depends on the course being proposed: 

a. Existing General Education courses or existing courses that are ONLY 
changing the learning outcomes must include the relevant general education 
learning outcomes and assessment procedures.  These require the approval of 
the General Education Committee. The deadline for submitting these courses to 
the General Education committee is March 20, 2015.  
b. Other modifications to existing courses (credit hour change, name change, 
description change, etc.) must be approved by the Faculty Senate Curriculum 
Committee prior to approval by the General Education Committee.  These 
courses must be to the Curriculum Committee by February 27, 2014 with all 
appropriate approvals. 
c. New Course proposals must be approved by the Faculty Senate 

http://www.cwu.edu/faculty-senate/curriculum-forms


Curriculum Committee prior to approval by the General Education Committee. 
These courses must be to the Curriculum Committee by February 27, 2014 with 
all appropriate approvals. 

3. Courses proposed may not have any prerequisites with the exception of English 
102.  Mathematics courses that use test scores for placement are also exempt. 

4. Courses can only count toward one breadth area. 
 
What must be submitted:  IMPORTANT NOTE:  WE HAVE DROPPED THE 
REQUIREMENT FOR A ONE PAGE RATIONALE.   

1. Approved course form (for new courses) or course change form (for modified 
courses). 

2. Course syllabi must highlight the student learning outcomes for general 
education that are common across all offerings of the course.  SEE SAMPLE. 

3. General Education Outcome and Assessment form for the elected basic or 
breadth area.  Please see the attached "Learning Outcomes and Assessment 
Guidelines" for additional information on the type of assessment data that will 
be needed for course and program review. 

 
TIMELINE  

• Courses may be submitted starting now through March 20, 2015 
• General Education Program change to Curriculum Committee by 

December 12, 2015 
• Curriculum log January 9, 2016 for review 
• Approval by Curriculum Committee January 15, 2016 
• Approval of program change to Faculty Senate February 11, 2016 
• Sent to Provost Council/President’s Cabinet for final approval  
• Proposal will go into effect Fall 2016 

 
ANOTHER IMPORTANT NOTE:  There has been a moratorium on new general 
education classes for the CURRENT General Education program.  We have discussed 
lifting that moratorium.  With the delay, at least two departments are very interested in 
proposing new courses for the current program.  We will consider such proposals.  
Department wishing to do so should be aware that (assuming everything works right) 
that the courses would ONLY be in the current gen ed program for the 2015-2016 
academic year.  The deadline for new or modified courses into the current 
program will be September 19, 2014 to the Registrar.  The deadline for existing 
courses with no modification is October 20, 2014 to the General Education 
Committee. Any course approved for inclusion in the current program would need to be 
re-submitted for approval to the new program that would be affective Fall 2016. 
 
Thank you for your contribution to an improved CWU General Education Program.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Phil Backlund at backphil@cwu.edu.   
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