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Assisting with Teacher
Shortage!

CWU-Pierce County welcomes 
Luke Williams, Faculty/Advisor 
for IT Management (ITAM). We 
couldn’t say it better than what 
Luke produced himself for his 
students. Click on the link or 
icon below to view:
http://youtu.be/eHhxyKnhrEI

     Liz Inman was honored by President Gaudino 
as CWU’s May Employee of the month. In a visit 
to CWU-Des Moines during a recent staff meeting, 
the president along with Ken Young, surprised all 
with Liz’s certificate and award check. Liz has 
been with CWU 15 years and was also recently 
recognized with a 2016 Diversity Awards 
Nomination. Liz is the first face you see when you 
arrive to the University Center and she always 
provides outstanding service to our students, 
colleagues, and community college 

CWU-Des Moines own Liz Inman 
Employee of the month.  

     Congratulations to Amy Meyers, secretary senior 
extraordinaire!  Amy, who wears many hats here at 
CWU Pierce County - advisor, assistant, receptionist, 
secretary, recruiter, event planner, and friend to many 
- graduated from CWU in June with a Master’s of 
Education, Higher Education Administration.  She 
walked along with her son, Chris, at the Westside 
graduation on June 12, 2016

     Running Start employee Jillian Celich wrote her first story 
for The Ellensburg Daily Record a couple of weeks ago as a 
contributing reporter. Jillian is a Program Coordinator within 
the office and works directly with high school partners to 
maintain a high level of customer service and satisfaction 
with parents, students and high school staff. She attended the 
University of Washington, where she majored in 
Communication and always loved her journalism classes. 

Her article was a featured story for the day on May 16, 2016 edition, you can check it 
out here: http://www.dailyrecordnews.com/members/get-intimate-shrub-steppe-gives-
people-a-close-up-look/article_250cf880-1b84-11e6-9a03-fffa409a9bed.html
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     The CWU-Des Moines University Center hosted their first “De-Stress 
Event,” called Pause for Paws. CWU students, faculty & staff, and Highline 
College students, faculty, and staff were invited to stop by and spend some 
time with a trained therapy dog. “We understand this is a stressful time of 
year, both for students as final exams approach, and for staff as 
commencement activities and summer school nears,” said CWU-Des Moines 
Regional Director Lucas Rucks, “and this is one little way we wanted to try 
to help ease anxiety levels.” In fact, according to a 2012 research study 
published in the International Journal of Workplace Health Management, on-
the-job stress levels fell for all employees measured when they had a dog by 
their side during the workday. 

     Spearheaded by Rucks and CWU Professor Vanessa Hunt and partnering 
with Family Dog Training Center of Kent and Therapy Dog Pack, CWU-Des 
Moines hosted 7 dogs for three hours where guests were invited to stop by 
and pet the calm canines. Each dog and handler, as a team, have passed 
rigorous exams and been certified as a therapy animal. Most of these dogs 
spend much of their time with terminally ill patients or transitioning soldiers 
dealing with PTSD. 

     All had a great time. “This is awesome, such a great event,” said Allison 
Lau, Highlines’s Associate Dean for Counseling and Student Judicial Affairs. 
Dr. Lau thought the event was so meaningful she forwarded the invitation on 
to all Highline College Faculty and Staff members and is planning on co-
sponsoring a similar event with CWU-Des Moines in the fall.  CWU Professors Tim Hargrave (left) and Vanessa Hunt 

(right) welcome the pooches to Des Moines 

 feel better!!

De-Stress with Pause for Paws

Puppies make everyone 

 

     For many students, university centers are the only viable option to 
achieving the dream of a 4-year degree. Below are stories of 3 students who 
have/are working on thier dream:

     Alina – graduated in 2010 from Lake Washington HS (Kirkland), earned a 
Business DTA at Bellevue College and now is pursuing a double major in 
Business Administration and Accounting.  Alina enjoys the small class size, the 
ability to connect with classmates in her major and the access to her instructors.
She balances studying with working two jobs.

      Jude – graduated in 1988 Cascade HS (Everett), earned an AAST from 
Edmonds CC and then transferred into the ITAM program. He recently 
graduated from CWU on June 12th, 2016. The ability to transfer his degree and 
the convenient location made CWU Lynnwood the perfect choice. Jude is 
Student Life CAT and also a DE student employee.

     Ngoc – started at Shoreline CC as an international student (Vietnam) before 
becoming a Wildcat.  She is studying Supply Chain Management, Finance, and 
Accounting. She fell in love with the Seattle area and didn’t want to move far.
She’s enjoyed the opportunities our site has to offer and the assistance to 
improve as a student and develop as a young adult.

Ngoc, Jude and Alina are 3 of our students 
achieving the dream of a 4-year degree. 
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Eastern Region University Centers Assisting with Teacher Shortage!

     CWU Yakima and CWU Wenatchee have been important hubs for 
teacher education programs in Eastern Washington for many years.  The 
Education programs offered by CWU’s College of Education and 
Professional Studies provide well trained teachers for Yakima, 
Wenatchee and surrounding Eastern Washington communities.  The 
cohort models offered at Yakima and Wenatchee are transfer programs 
appropriate for individuals who have earned their transferrable DTA or 
Bachelor’s degree.  

     CWU Yakima’s current cohort, Elementary Education/Special 
Education is completing their second year of a three year double major 
program.  CWU Yakima is excited to begin the new 2016 Yakima 
cohort this fall with a major in Elementary Education with an Early 
Childhood Education minor.  The new cohort students will take their 
first steps in the Yakima program in July at CWU Yakima’s new student 
orientation.

     CWU Wenatchee will have approximately 17 students who will graduate with an Elementary Education and 
Literacy minor this spring.  This cohort group of accomplished individuals will finish student teaching spring 2016.  
We are proud of the hard work put forth by the CWU Wenatchee graduates over the past two years.  CWU Wenatchee 
appreciates the dedication from various Education department faculty, student teacher advisors and University Center 
staff in supporting this amazing group of students.  Many of these newly minted teachers will be employed in the North 
Central Washington area upon graduation.  

     Congratulations to Jeannie Jones, Student Ambassador, who graduated on June 12, 2016 with a BS in 
Social Services and then promptly entered the CWU Master’s of Science in Information Technology and 
Administrative Management program.  Jeannie not only provides excellent customer service in our 
office, but also coordinates with Pierce College staff in many marketing and recruiting events.   

     Congratulations to CWU-Pierce County students who showed a strong presence at the SOURCE 
exhibition in Des Moines on May 16.  CWU-Pierce County participants included Miranda Anderson 
(Social Services & CWU-PC Student Ambassador) - Socioeconomic Segregation and the Location of 
Assisted Living Facilities in Washington State; Stefan Turner (Social Services) - Representation, Power 
and the Politics of Spending; Val Lodholm (Education) - Using Compost to Warm a Cold Frame for Seed 
Propagation in Winter; and Alexandra Chipman (Education) - Eggcellent Egg Shell Strength.

Miranda Anderson CWU-Pierce 
County at the SOURCE exhibition

Spotlight on Programs
     Interdisciplinary Studies (IDS) – Social Sciences –  Cynthia Engel, IDS Faculty/Advisor of the BS, IDS degree, is continuing to grow 
on the Pierce and Des Moines campuses.  Students are assembling creative and effective courses of study, and moving into positions in a 
diverse selection of careers.  Recent graduates have gone on to attend graduate school in social work, psychology, law and justice, and 
ITAM; while others have moved directly into the work force.  Some of the notable career paths that are being taken by our students:  
advocacy for the homeless at the YMCA, working with women with mental health and chemical dependency disorders who have young 
children learn health and life skills, and one memorable student who was excited to contact us to let us know that he had landed a dream 
job as a funeral director.  These varied paths and passions reflect the ambition and social justice perspective of IDS majors- students who 
select their academic courses with thoughtful, reflective intent; strive to make a difference in the lives of others; and hold great optimism 
for their futures.
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     CWU Continuing Education introduces a busy summer lineup filled 
with professional development workshops, youth summer camps and 
personal enrichment courses.  July is a busy month in particular; a 
professional development course designed for professionals in the 
mental health fields will be offered by counselor Meaghe Kelleher of 
Portland, Oregon. This 8-hour introductory course, titled Fundamentals 
of Sex Offense Treatment, will be offered for 0.8 Continuing Education 
Units (CEUs) and is intended to educate the audience on what factors 
are addressed in professional therapeutic treatment for sex offenders. It 
will provide a clear understanding of what is done in treatment and 
how it is accomplished, while giving the audience an opportunity to ask 
questions of the instructor in a safe, non-judgmental environment.  
     The third weekend in July, Beginning Drone Piloting and Safety 
will be offering this class on Drones at the Ellensburg campus.
This course is based on interactive experiences designed to get students flying successfully!  Over the course of one weekend, 
students will operate simulators and their own drone aircraft under the supervision of expert instructors, helping them to avoid 
the pitfalls and frustration that are a frequent part of learning to fly. Students will receive a drone to operate and then take 
home with their paid registration. 

     Finally, CE has teamed up with JLS Academy to offer Wildcats Worldwide. Over three weeks, beginning August 1st, 2016, 
twelve local students, ages 12-15, will be selected to have the opportunity to discover the fun of being on a college campus as 
they participate in engaging activities with twelve international students from Korea. Wildcats Worldwide empowers youth to 
learn about their world, cultivate leadership and civic engagement, build lifelong friendships across cultures, and promote the 
skills and motivation to make a difference in society.
     Be sure to check www.cwu.edu/ce regularly to see our lineup of summer courses on our newly designed homepage! 

     The Running Start office is ghitting the road for their Annual Summer Institute training sessions 
which is taking place regionally across the state of Washington. These training sessions serve to 
inform CWU’s high school partners on any university changes such as new class offerings, new pre-
requisites and testing requirements as well as updates on registration deadlines and fiscal/
administrative processes. This also serves as an opportunity for high school teachers, staff and 
administrators to gather together and share ideas and best practices when it comes to teaching and 
running a productive and efficient College in the High School/Cornerstone program. CWU’s 
academic liaisons are also attending these events to cover academic updates, teaching techniques and 
best practices. The Running Start staff is also facilitating breakout session which highlight a variety of 
issues surrounding dual credit with a focus on parents, students and high school teachers. 

     This year the Summer Institute sessions includes a guest speaker at each location to highlight their 
experience working with CWU and the benefits of offering dual enrollment opportunities through the 
college. The list of speakers will include:

Joe Feist, Principal of Deer Park HS will be speaking at Freeman HS.  
Keith Peden, Mathematics and Physics Adjunct Instructor, Olympic HS, will be speaking at the SURC.  
Susan Asher, Associate Principle of Camas HS, will be speaking at Skyview HS.  
John Grevstad, English Adjunct Instructor, Stadium HS will be speaking at Stadium HS.  
Jeff Charboneau, 2013 National Teacher of the Year, Robotics and Physics Adjunct Instructor, Zillah 
HS will be speaking at Hanford HS.

Summer 
Institute

http://www.dailyrecordnews.com/members/get-intimate-shrub-steppe-gives-people-a-close-up-look/article_250cf880-1b84-11e6-9a03-fffa409a9bed.html
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