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Welcome Back CWU 
Faculty!

This year's start-of-the-year 
Faculty Social and Barbecue, 
held Monday, September 19 on 
the Grupe-Faculty Center east 
lawn, attracted dozens of faculty, 
staff, and students. The annual 
event provided an opportunity to 
meet and mingle with new and 
returning faculty. Participants 
enjoyed a barbecue dinner, 
hosted beverages—and plenty of 
good times.

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX/Veteran/Disability employer. For accommodation e-mail DS@cwu.edu. 

CWU senior pens children’s book that helps teach English

CWU-Pierce County Senior Phillip Vaira pens children’s book that helps 
teach English.  Vaira's passion for storytelling has also led him to directing 
films and writing books. The Sandwich Days, an independent family short 
film he directed and co-wrote, was awarded "Best Comedy Short for a 
Northwest Film Maker" at the 2010 Eugene International Film Festival held 
in Eugene, Oregon.

Vaira expects to finish his CWU 
bachelor’s degree in elementary 
education, with a teacher certification 
and literacy endorsement, next year. 

“Finding what you're passionate 
about can be a lifelong journey but 
once you do, you’re unstoppable,” 
Vaira added. “I come home feeling 
satisfied, and Central continues to 
open bigger doors for me.”

Check out the full article about Vaira by going to CWU-Pierce County web 
page. http://www.cwu.edu/pierce-county/cwu-senior-pens-children

http://www.cwu.edu/pierce-county/cwu-senior-pens-children%E2%80%99s-book-helps-teach-english
http://www.cwu.edu/pierce-county/cwu-senior-pens-children%E2%80%99s-book-helps-teach-english
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CWU Lynnwood helps EdCC celebrate 50 Years

This year Edmonds Community College celebrated its 50th 
anniversary.  What’s even more exciting was CWU’s 
Lynnwood Center partnered with Edmonds for 41 of those 
years!  Using the 2013 U.S. Census’ data one could combine 
the residents of Roslyn, Cle Elum, Kittitas and Thorp and be 
on par with the number of students whose lives have changed 
by earning a degree at Lynnwood. Anyone associated with the 
campus over the years was invited to attend the anniversary 
kick-off event on Friday, September 16 at 5:30 p.m. next to 
CWU-Lynnwood. There was live music, including the ‘Burg, 
with groups changing hourly and playing music by the 
decades, food trucks as well as beer and wine gardens.  

CWU-Des Moines partners with RSD

CWU-Des Moines’ Curriculum, Supervision, and Educational 
Leadership Department is the university partner to Renton School 
District’s Renton Teacher Academy (RTA). In its ninth year, the 
partnership focuses on recruiting and supporting high school students of 
color to enter the teaching profession. The aim is not only to increase 
the number of future teachers, but have the future teachers reflect the 
rich diversity of the communities they will be serving.  Dr. Eric Hougan, 
Assistant Professor and university partner to RTA, shared, “I am so 
excited to continue our work together: further integrating RTA students 
into our CWU courses, incorporating micro-credentialing, and assisting 
students in earning para-educator certification. In short, we are working 
together to support students as well as meet the need of our local K-12 
schools. Simply put, there is more demand for teaching jobs than what is 
coming available. Some of our local districts have had to recruit out of 
state. The CWU and RTA partnership helps address the diversity gap, 
the teaching shortage, and keeps our graduates filling local jobs.” 
Renton students have already started their Academy obligations, 
recently visiting the Ellensburg campus to participate in science labs

Dr Eric Hougan and Dr Steve Nourse discuss 
teaching in Washington with High School 

Students from Renton

and multicultural lectures as well as learn more about the state 
certification process. They also spent a few days at CWU-Des Moines this summer, focusing on educational 
technology and classroom management. Very soon they will be on the Highline College campus, also the 
location of CWU-Des Moines, completing their formal college coursework as well as participating in more 
educational workshops and activities.



CE's offers many gateways and pathways

Continuing Education is a gateway for the 
community to access the university. CE also 
offers a range of choices for different interests 
and desires of university involvement; including 
courses, camps, and certificate programs.

These programs last from a few hours to several 
quarters either in person class attendance or 
online completion.  The programs provide 
everything from personal enrichment to formal 
certification. 

CE participants range in age from elementary 
school students, who attend the eight-week 
STEM CATS summer camp (a hands-on, 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math-
centric offering) to senior adults, who enjoy the 
popular Water Wellness Workout.

CE also has the ability to create pathways to 
degrees. For example, the Craft Brewing program 
includes a four-hour Introduction to All-Grain 
Brewing personal enrichment course at breweries 
across the state. For the avid home brewer, this 
may be the catalyst to propel them to pursue the 
Craft Brewing Certificate. Started in 2009 as a 
collaboration between CE and the College of the 
Sciences, this program has quickly grown and 
gained national recognition. Additionally, starting 
in 2015, certificate students can transition from 
the certificate program to a four-year bachelor of 
science degree in craft brewing—the only degree 
of its kind in the state of Washington.

On left is CWU Craft Brewing 
Certificate Program Alumni 
(10’) Chris Marchio, who is 
now the Head Brewer  for 
Joyride Brewing Company in 
Edgewater, CO.  On the right 
is CWU Craft Brewing 
Program Director, Dr. Steve 
Wagner, trying Chris’ Ribbon 
Reflector IPA.  

Craft Brew Shield
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http://www.dailyrecordnews.com/members/get-intimate-shrub-steppe-gives-people-a-close-up-look/article_250cf880-1b84-11e6-9a03-fffa409a9bed.html


Running Start/College in the High School 16-17 Orientation

The College in the High School/Cornerstone program 
continues to grow and expand. Heading into the 16-17 
school year, the program has added 71 new teachers across 
the state for a total of 533. These teachers are considered 
adjunct instructors for Central and do a great job of 
promoting and marketing CWU within their class rooms. 
The College in High School/Cornerstone program has also 
surpassed 100 high school partners this year while offering 
over 500 individual courses within high schools across the 
state of Washington. Since 2014 the program has 
experienced a 96% increase in total credits offered.

While supporting over 100 Running Start students for the second straight year the Running Start Office 
hosted two new student orientations for new incoming students on August 24 and August 29 in the Brooks 
Library. All new Running Start students were able to learn more about how to be successful in the program 
and were introduced to different campus resources. New students and their families were welcomed to the 
program by Steve Berry, dual admission and concurrent enrollment director, and Andres Moreno, assistant 
director of admissions, who also provided a welcome in Spanish. Students and parents were provided with the 
newly created Running Start Student Handbook and Running Start Parent Handbook as well as other printed 
information from different departments on campus. Guest speakers from Career Services, the Center for 
Diversity and Social Justice, the Brooks Library, Learning Support Services, the Wellness Center,  Student 
Rights and Responsibilities, and the Associated Students of CWU presented information to the incoming 
students. Math Instructor Dick Trudgeon also hosted a session on transitioning from high school to college 
and achieving success in college classes. Running Start Peer Mentor Rachel Carroll presented information on 
the Running Start Peer Mentoring Program and provided advice on time management, getting around 
campus, and making good choices. Running Start staff also facilitated breakout sessions so new students 
could connect with each other, while

Running Start Advisor Angelia Riveira 
provided a parent session on student records 
and how to appropriately support students as 
they take on the challenges of college 
coursework and a new environment. The 
CWU Visitation Program provided 
customized tours for Running Start students 
and parents. These orientations are more 
comprehensive and collaborative than 
previous years and feedback from students 
and parents has been positive. 

Pictures from Running Start orientation

Students pose in front of the Wildcat statue at the Student 
Union and Recreation Center during a recent Running Start 

orientation session.
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Mock-up of new Cisco 
Telepresence Classroom

5 5

Distan e ation e hno o  ransition

In Winter 2015, the President’s Cabinet made the decision to 
transition Distance Education (DE) course delivery away from our 
legacy interactive television (ITV) system. The current ITV 
system is a patchwork of legacy classroom audio-visual equipment 
and a central video-conferencing bridge that has reached end-of-
life. A Distance Education Task Force found that less than half of 
faculty surveyed were satisfied with the quality of communication 
and interaction provided by ITV in their courses. CWU’s current 
ITV system is neither effective nor reliable in delivering content 
and facilitating interaction in distance education courses.

In Summer 2015, Multimodal Learning assumed responsibility for 
DE support and convened a DE workgroup to investigate 
alternative distance education technologies. In Spring 2016, the 
Enterprise Information Systems Committee approved the Cisco 
Telepresence-Webex solution as our next-generation video-
conferencing platform for distance education. 

The Cisco system supports high-definition audio and video, utilizes auto-tracking cameras, and integrates 
classroom-based video-conferencing (Telepresence) with web-based video-conferencing (Webex).
In Summer 2016, implementation of the new Cisco DE system began with preparations in the Ellensburg data 
center, new network cables and switches at Ellensburg and the Centers, as well as facilities renovations in 
Ellensburg classrooms. During Fall quarter, the Cisco core video-conferencing system will be installed and 
tested, along with technology upgrades to 2 Ellensburg classrooms (Shaw 115 and Black 113). Over Winter 
quarter, 4 DE classrooms at Lynnwood will be upgraded, with 3 DE classrooms at Des Moines upgraded in 
Spring. The new Cisco Telepresence-Webex system should be ready to use for Winter quarter DE classes and 
will connect upgraded DE classrooms with old ITV classrooms until we have completed the transition for the 
remaining DE classrooms.

For any questions, please contact Dr. Christopher Schedler, Executive Director, Multimodal Learning 
(Christopher.Schedler@cwu.edu) x 1357.

400 E University Way
Barge Hall, Room 204A

Ellensburg, WA 98926-7433
Ph: 509-963-1456 ~ Email: tina.gorman@cwu.edu

http://www.cwu.edu/multimodal-education/
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