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How contagious is the Novel Coronavirus? 

It seems moderately infectious, similar to SARS. 

 
How many cases have been confirmed in the US? 

Just seven cases of the coronavirus have so far been 

detected. According to public health workers, there is 

no sustained person-to-person transmission of the new 

coronavirus in the U.S. 

 
How does the virus spread? 

The most common way viruses like these are spread is 

from droplets, or little particles of viruses, that land on a 

surface that another person touches and then spreads, 

usually by touching their face or eating. 

 
Can a face mask prevent transmission of the 

Coronavirus? 

The Centers for Disease Control does not consider 

masks respiratory protection. Wearing surgical masks 

does not prevent a person from inhaling smaller air- 

borne particles. Surgical masks are loose fitting, and 

when the wearer inhales, there is potential for particles 

to leak in or out of the sides. 

 
Is hand sanitizer an effective defense against 

Coronavirus? 

Alcohol-based sanitizers like Purell are helpful, but not 

a legitimate preventive measure to stop viruses. The 

CDC says that, “alcohol-based sanitizers can quickly 

reduce the number of microbes on hands in some situa- 

tions, but sanitizers do not eliminate all types of germs. 

Using a hand sanitizer with at least 60 percent alcohol 

can help in the absence of soap and water, but it’s not a 

treatment or prevention for viruses.” 

 

How deadly is the virus? 

It’s hard to know yet, but the fatality rate is probably 

less than 3 percent, much less than SARS. 

 

How long does it take to show symptoms? 

The CDC currently estimates between two and 14 days. 

 
What is the top infectious disease threat in the 

U.S.? 

The flu. According to the Washington Post, “The rapidly 

spreading virus has closed schools in Knoxville, Tenn., 

cut blood donations to dangerous levels in Cleveland 

and prompted limits on hospital visitors in Wilson, N.C. 

More ominously, it has infected as many as 26 million 

people in the United States in just four months, killing 

up to 25,000 so far.” 

 

How many students are traveling to China on CWU-

sponsored activities? 

None. However, that does not include students that 

may be traveling on their own. 

 
What’s the best way to defend against the 

coronavirus? 

The most effective defenses against any virus include: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sani- 

tizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and 

water are not available. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with 

unwashed hands. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Stay home when you’re sick. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then 

throw the tissue in the trash. 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and 

surface.
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