


EFC 440 – Education Law
(Lecture/Discussion)
Instructor: 		
Office: 		
Phone:		
Email:			
Office Hours: 	 
			
********************************************************************************

Required Text: 	

Course Description:	Major Legal issues confronting educators, including students and teacher 
			rights, due process, torts, and the identification and reporting of child abuse.  
			Prerequisite: EFC 340 and admission to the Teacher Preparation Program.

Course Purpose:	School law provides an overview of the laws that govern primary and 
			secondary education in America.  The purpose of this course is to familiarize 
			students with major legal and ethical issues confronting educators, including 
			implications for identifying and reporting child abuse.  

Description:		Consistent with State Standards and the Center for Teaching and Learning 
     			goals and objectives, this course is designed to provide students with an 
			overview and understanding of the legal, ethical and policy 	challenges 
			confronting teachers and other school personnel; constitutional law as it 
			relates to educational practice; and Washington laws as they pertain to 
			P-12 education.

Useful Web Sites:	http://www1.leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules
http://www.lexisnexis.com   (Available free via CWU Library page.)
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/index.html
			http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/   (Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals)

ADA Access: 		Students with disabilities who require academic adjustments in this class are 
			encouraged to meet with me during my office hours to discuss their 
			disability-related needs.  Please bring a copy of your Confirmation of 
			Eligibility for Academic Adjustments and your current class schedule to this 
			meeting.  If you are unable to meet during office hours due to class schedule 
			conflicts, please[call me at 963-1198 to schedule an appointment] or 
			the instructor to schedule an appointment.


Students with disabilities who have not registered with the Center for 
Disability Services (CDS) are not eligible to receive accommodations or 	academic adjustments.  Please contact CDS for additional information.   

Requirements:	Admission to and continuation in the Teacher Preparation Program 
			requires that you purchase LiveText.  Students must present “proof of 
			purchase” to the Certification Office, Black Hall 228.

Mission Statement: 	The mission of our College is to prepare competent, enlightened citizens who 
			will enhance their respective professions, commit themselves to socially 
			responsible leadership, and help develop the global economy in a spirit of 
			cooperation.  Each academic unit of the College has developed specific goals 
			to address this mission.
          	       	 
Academic 		Students shall be subject to disciplinary action or sanction for plagiarism or
Dishonesty:		academic dishonesty.  This may include disciplinary sanctions imposed by 
			the Vice President of Student Affairs and  Enrollment Management or by the 
			Student Conduct Council at Central Washington University [See CWUP 
			5-90-010(4)].

Artifact:		The “Self-Reflection” assignment is to be submitted to your LiveText 
			portfolio for review and assessment purposes on the assigned date.

			LiveText Portfolio entry – major legal and ethical issues confronting 
			Educators.

			Please reflect on what you know about the application of educational law 
			regarding rules and regulations governing teacher practice in the schools.  In 
			approximately 750 words, discuss the following:  child abuse; teacher’s 
			legal duties regarding accountability for the No Child Left Behind law; 
			teacher rights and responsibilities; student rights and responsibilities, 
			educational equity issues; tort liability and school funding. 

[bookmark: section-8172656_1]
EDCS 444/EFC 440:   Self Reflection Rubric (By CWU)

	EFC 440 Self Reflection Rubric

	
	Exemplary (10 pts) 
	Proficient (8 pts) 
	Partially Proficient (6 pts) 
	Incomplete (4 pts) 

	Legal Influences (1, 33%) CWU-CTL-1.1.3 CWU-CTL-1.3.1 CWU-CTL-1.3.2 CWU-CTL-1.4 
	Candidates demonstrate an exemplary understanding of legal influences, which impact American schooling. Candidates are able to synthesize these influences as explanation of their understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate a proficient understanding of legal influences, which impact American schooling. Candidates are able to synthesize these influences as explanation of their understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate a partially proficient understanding of legal influences, which impact American schooling. Candidates are not yet able to synthesize these influences as explanation of their understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate little understanding of legal influences, which impact American schooling. 

	Organization Governance or Funding (1, 33%) CWU-CTL-1.1.3 CWU-CTL-1.3.1 CWU-CTL-1.3.2 CWU-CTL-1.4 
	Candidates demonstrate an exemplary understanding of organization, governance, or funding which impact American schooling. Candidates are able to synthesize these influences as explanation of their understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate a proficient understanding of organization, governance, or funding which impact American schooling. Candidates are able to synthesize these influences as explanation of their understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate a partially proficient understanding of organization, governance, or funding which impact American schooling. Candidates are not yet able to synthesize these influences as explanation of tier understanding of School Law.
	Candidates demonstrate little understanding of organization, governance, or funding which impact American schooling. 

	Expository Writing (1, 33%) CWU-CTL-1.2.1 
	Paper is clear, cogent, and written in the student's own words. There are no grammatical mistakes in the paper. Student focuses on what he/she learned in the course. Student provides accurate explanation of the concepts covered in class. The assignment is submitted on time.
	Paper is organized fairly well and written in the student's own words. The paper has few grammatical mistakes. The student focuses on what he/she learned in the course. Most concept explanations are accurate (not all) The assignment is submitted on time.
	Evidence of student attempt to organize paper is present. The paper is acceptable, although critical information is not present. The work appears to be last minute as there are quite a number of grammatical and spelling mistakes. 
	Paper not acceptable! Paper is fraught with mistakes of all kinds and is incoherent to boot.



LEARNER OUTCOMES

In this course you will be learning about school law provides as pertains to primary and secondary education in America.  Students will learn about the major legal and ethical issues confronting educators, including implications for identifying and reporting child abuse from the perspective of a classroom teacher.  Assignments, exams, and in-class activities have been designed to give you opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge of P-12 education law through the below learner outcomes.

	
LEARNER OUTCOMES

School law and educational policy.
WAC 181-78A-270 (1) (a) (b) (c) (g) (h) (i) (j)

CTL 1.2; 1.3; 1.4; 1.5, 1.8; 1.10


	
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Articulate an understanding of the constructivist learning model as defined in the knowledge base of the Center for Teaching & Learning and as it relates to educational policy and law.

Identify legal issues common to all education systems in the US.

Apply policies, laws and court decisions to common situations in the education setting.


	Professional ethics
WAC 181-78A-270(1) (h) 
CTL 1.4; 1.8; 1.10; 1.11 
	Display an attitude of professional maturity in handling the topics and issues discussed in class and cooperate to maintain a positive classroom environment

	The responsibilities, structure, and activities of the profession
WAC 181-78A-270 (1) (i)

	Describe components of the governance and operation of individual schools, various administrative units, and associations at local, state and federal levels.

Discuss the legal and professional rights and responsibilities of public school educators in Washington

	Issues related to abuse and prevention.
WAC 181-78A-270 (1) (j)

CTL 1.2; 1.3; 1.4; 1.10
	Describe what constitutes child abuse and neglect in Washington State.

Describe procedures for identifying and reporting suspected child abuse and neglect. 

Explain the law regarding teachers as mandatory reporters.

Common sense rules on touching students.

Reflect on strategies for assisting neglected/abused children in the school setting.



LEARNER OUTCOMES


Washington Administrative Code

The Washington Administrative Code (WAC) defines teacher candidates’ required competencies. The Professional Education Standards Board (PESB) is responsible for policies governing the profession. The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) provides resources and assessments through its website (www.k12.wa.us) and Education Services Districts (ESD) throughout the state. 


Standard V -- Knowledge and Skills for Teachers
Building on the mission to prepare educators who demonstrate a positive impact on student learning, the following evidence will be evaluated (WAC 181-78a-270(1).
Criteria: Teacher candidates positively impact student learning that is:
5.1 Effective Teaching – a successful teacher candidate demonstrates capacity of the knowledge and skills for effective teaching which ensure a positive impact on student learning.
Preparing responsible citizens for a diverse society:  
   viii. 	Preparing students to be responsible citizens for an environmentally sustainable, 
	globally interconnected, and diverse society
5.2 Professional Development – a successful teacher candidate demonstrates capacity of the knowledge and skills fro professional development which ensures a positive impact on student learning.
5.3 Teaching as a Profession and Professional Contributions – a successful teacher candidate shall demonstrate understanding of teaching as a profession.


Teaching Performance Assessment (TPA)

The TPA is a comprehensive event occurring during Student Teaching in which all areas of professional competence are assessed. The skills required for this event are infused throughout the PEP courses.  In this course, its purpose and tasks are mention in reference to the various legal topics, including reform efforts in the State of Washington designed to monitor the quality of teachers and establish a more rigorous method of collecting evidence of student learning. 

The Professional Education Program (PEP) is administered by the Dept. of Educational Foundations and Curriculum. As such, in response to the above mandates and aligned with current theory and research, program goals for the education law class are currently under revision;  however, the below noted TPA areas are provided as learner outcomes for the educational law course.

1. Teacher candidates will be able to construct, implement, and assess a curriculum that is coherent and aligned with state standards.
A 	Teacher Candidate Proficiencies	
	i	Possess the reading and writing skills expected of a teacher.	 
	ii	 Be a reflective practitioner.	 

3:  Teacher candidates will be able to plan and implement instruction based on learner characteristics and the context of the school and community.
	Cultural Diversity	 
	i	Demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to participate in a broad spectrum of culturally responsive and relevant educational practices.	 
	iv	 Reflect on and critically analyze their own attitudes and beliefs to challenge negative assumptions and stereotypes about students.	 	
 	Exceptionalities	
	i	Demonstrate competence in the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to participate in a broad spectrum of educational practices as they relate to students with exceptionalities and equity issues.
	Context	 
	i	Recognize and apply knowledge of the community, school, and classroom, including learner characteristics and social, cultural, political, environmental, and economic contexts to instructional and classroom management practices.		 
	Democracy	 
	i	Develop dispositions and strategies that foster democratic values, civic engagement, 
		and effective citizenship in their students.	 	 
	Global Citizenship	 
 	i	Know and understand the importance of preparing P-12 students to be responsible citizens for an environmentally sustainable, socially just, globally interconnected, and diverse society.	 	
 


4:  Teacher candidates will understand teaching as a profession, including professional and ethical responsibilities, relevant law and policy, and educational foundations.
A	Foundations	  
	i. 	Demonstrate an understanding of state and federal laws related to educational practice as these impact school and classroom rights and responsibilities.	 	 
	ii 	 Demonstrate knowledge of the important themes of educational history and philosophy.	 
B	Professionalism	 
	i	Demonstrate the character traits of respectfulness, trustworthiness, fairness, caring, citizenship, and responsibility.	 	 		 
	ii	Demonstrate the dispositions and skills of effective educators.	 	 	
	iii	Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively with other educational professionals, students, and their parents.	 	 
	iv	Plan for ongoing professional development.	 
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Adapted from a Pendeton Blanket “The Circle of
Life or Elders Blanket” represents our mission of
“preparing facilltators of leaming in a diverse world'.
The design honors wisdom keepers who hand down
~Kknowledge to the next generation. It lustrates that
people are interrelated and an equal part of the
whole. The colors represent all humankind, mother
earth, the sun, the stars, and the four directions of
lfe. The spiral represents our constructivist
‘acquisition of knowledge, skils, and dispositions,
which evolve from meaningful experiences as
‘assessed within the CTL's programs as well as
throughout fife. This ancient symbol from America’s
indigenous people best represents the CTL's
professional commitments, values and beliefs
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