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First and foremost congratulations! You have had many
accomplishments and achieved much to bring you to
this monumental moment in your life journey. It is no
small feat and I am flattered and humbled to get the
opportunity to speak with you this morning. While the
last few years have come with ebbs and flows, celebration
and heartache I am excited to tell you this is only the
beginning. What will we do now?
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This is the question posed to each bf us. How do we
change our world? The answer is both profoundly
simple and impossible difficult. It all comes down to
·one little word: choice. Throughout our lives and
translating into our academic careers we have all had
to make choices that ultimately have led us here and
some have been more difficult than others. I was asked
to speak to a group of freshman during the fall quarter
this year as one of the first six week program initiatives.
I gave them the same advice I give you now. Life, as in
college, is all about choice. If you want to be successful,
if you have a dream you think impossible, you must
actively and consciously choose to make it happen. There
is nothing more stubborn then human will. It carves
through granite, erects the mightiest of monuments
and woos a crying newborn to slumber. Dr. King chose
to stand against an adverse system of oppression. Bill
Gates chose to see the world through a new lens. The
single mother with three kids and a full time job chose
to be successful in college by making sure she had her
eyes set on the goal. Now I know what you’re thinking,
I’m no Dr. King or Mr. Gates. But let me be the first to
tell you plainly that you’re wrong. These individuals
didn’t wake up one day and fall into the roles we
remember them for. They chose. That’s it. They chose and
so can you.
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Don’t give yourself excuses. Muhammad Ali, one of the
greatest athletes of our time put it this way. “Impossible
is just a big word thrown around by small men who find
it easier to live in the world they’ve been given than to
explore the power they have to change it. Impossible is
not a fact. It’s an opinion. Impossible is not a declaration.
It’s a dare. Impossible is potential. “Impossible is temporary.
Impossible is nothing.”
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And so I give you this charge. Go forth and choose to
be the man or woman you want to be. Choose to be the
husband or father, wife or mother that deserves to be
admired. My youth pastor growing up spoke often of this
subject. He used to tell us that at the end of our lives
one thing that we can all agree on is this. Our life will
come down to three parts written across our headstone.
There will be a birth date, a death date and a tiny piece
in the middle that everyone always misses. This is your
dash and your dash is your life. Every memory that you
will create, every friendship that you will forge the
love you make and the things you do will all be summed
up in this infinitely profound character. I challenge
you to go forth from this place and live a life that
is worthy of remembrance. Make choices that deserve
recognition, honor, respect and gratitude. We don’t
get the opportunity to take back the decisions we make.
Don’t tell me you don’t have time, choose to make time.
Don’t tell me it’s too hard, be harder. All you need to do
is choose. It’s that simple.
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Thank you for your time and attention. God bless you in
your endeavours.
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