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Good Afternoon Class of 2015
How crazy is this ... in just a few minutes we will all be
considered college graduates. When I first sat down to
write this speech, I asked myself what it actually means
to be a college graduate; and a poem written by Robert
Frost came to mind. It perfectly depicts the decisions
we have all made. But most importantly it depicts what
it truly means to be a college graduate. The end of the
poem is most telling:
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Two roads diverged in a wood, and I
took the one less traveled by,
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And that has made all the difference.

We are all familiar with this poem: The Road Not Taken.
I strongly believe it emulates exactly where we find
ourselves today: at the end of the road less traveled by.
To better paint this picture, let’s pretend if the entire
world was made up of only 100 people: 26 of these 100
people would be children. And for those mathematics
majors out there, that means there would be 74 adults.

77 people would have a place to shelter them from the
wind and the rain,
but 23 would not... 83 of us would be able to read and
write;
but 17 would not be as fortunate
21 would be overweight
15 would be undernourished...
And 1 would be dying of starvation.
Out of these 100 people, only 7 would have a college
degree.
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I would like to take a minute to thank the unsung
heroes of this beautiful story, for without them, none
of us would be sitting here today. Can we please put our
hands together for our parents and anybody who has
supported us through this great endeavor!
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We are all living proof of the road less travelled
by. Isn’t it crazy to think that we have all made
thousands of conscious decisions during our paths
throughout life and yet we all find ourselves at this
common destination. Central Washington University
has provided us with the road... but it was us who
continually made the conscious decisions... to pick
our feet up one at a time, day in and day out, pushing
ourselves to the limit both mentally and physically, with
all the blood sweat and tears leading us to this very day.
And the beauty of today, is that it’s not the end ... today
is the beginning. Today is the beginning of a new road.
Many of us may refer to this road as the road to success.
This road is not going to be paved... this road is not
going to be smooth... and this road is not going to lay
itself.
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Before we leave today, I challenge all of you, to adopt a
simple philosophy. The last time that you were walking
along, and let’s say that you were in a mall or an airport,
and you came up to a set of escalators, and some stairs ...
did you take the stairs? Which do you think is the road
less traveled? Why is it that we choose the escalator?
Is it because we are naturally programmed to take the
short cut ... to look for the easy way? On this day, we
can all attest to the fact that success in anything that
really matters most in our life, is not about taking the
escalator ... it’s about taking the stairs .. .it’s about taking
the road less travelled by. And we are a testament to this
fact! How good does this feel right now!

Central Washington University has been a very long and
tiring set of stairs, but now that we are at the top, it’s up
to us to continue this climb. It is up to us to continue
this climb to success.
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So the next time that you ... are in front of a set of
escalators, and some stairs, I challenge you to take the
stairs ... because the fact that you are sitting here today,
the fact that you are a college
graduate, means that you have developed the habit of
taking the road less traveled by.
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I wish you all the best of luck... Thank You.
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