
Dear Alumni and Friends, 
We are in the middle of another challenging but also 
exciting academic year. Considerably decreased state 
support for our academic institutions has resulted in 
several painful cuts and reorganizations that are    
challenging faculty, staff, and administrators alike. 
Despite these pressures our dedicated and highly    
talented chemistry faculty and staff continue to      
provide a high quality, contemporary,  and competitive 
educational  experience for our students.  Last year, 
our department completed a careful program assess-
ment and strategic planning with the purpose of     
designing short and long term strategies for proactive-
ly meeting current and future demands and challeng-
es. We hope to reinvigorate and grow our Master’s 
program by the addition of a non-thesis project-based 
option beside the thesis option, and a fast-track BS/
MS option as well (see details below). Furthermore, in 
the near future, we would like to increase our upper 
division course offerings to provide more flexibility and 
facilitate a timely graduation for our students. To     
improve the educational experience for, and possibly 
increase retention of, our students we also plan to  
decrease enrollment caps in our general chemistry 
lectures and laboratories. With the  increased number Levente Fabry-Asztalos 

New Master’s Degree... 
The department is excited to offer a new project-based master’s degree geared towards people already working  
in the field of chemistry who want to pursue a graduate degree.  The concept is to offer more flexibility in 
course work to allow the individual to continue working.  The project can be conducted in the workplace for 
credit or on the CWU campus.  The graduate advisor would work with the student to develop an appropriate   
project which would be more advanced than a traditional undergraduate research project, but not quite as    
intensive as a project required for the thesis-based degree.  The student would be required to present a pre-
proposal and a defense on the project to the department, as well as a final written report.  Chemistry faculty are 
enthusiastic about the opportunity to build relationships with industries in the region that might benefit from 
such an option, and have already traveled to several companies in Grant and Yakima Counties to discuss the 
program with them.  If you think your company might be interested in a visit or if you want more information 
about this degree, contact the    department at chemistry@cwu.edu or visit our website www.cwu.edu/chemistry 

From the Chair... 
of non-tenure track faculty we were able to meet the 
increasing demand in our general education and    
service courses. To support our new faculty we initiat-
ed a formal mentoring plan. We hope that soon we 
will be able to hire more tenure track faculty to further 
increase the availability and diversity of research    
experiences for our students. We also spent a consid-
erable amount of time to revise and update our safety 
policies to continue to provide an up-to-date safe 
working and learning environment for our students, 
faculty, and staff. Tutoring sessions in the Chemistry 
Help Center, which we established in winter quarter of 
2011 to provide additional content support to our  
students, have increased to over 500 per quarter. This 
reflects both the growth in our program, as well as the 
need for and popularity of this resource.  Finally, I   
invite you to visit our department and/or stay           
engaged and in contact in any way you prefer and 
your schedules allow. We always like hearing from 
you. I wish you a successful and prosperous 2014. 
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Staffing changes... 
June of 2013 brought the departure of two           
lecturers, Dr. Eric Abbey, who joined the tenure-
track faculty in the Chemistry Department at    
Eastern Washington University, and Dr. Bing-Lin 
Chen.  The department conducted national    
searches and was able to hire several new lecturers   
for the 2013-2014 school year. 

 
Dr. Young Kim, an organic chemist,  
received his PhD in Medicinal        
Chemistry from the University of       
Mississippi.  He was a post-doctoral   
r e s e a r c h  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h e                

Department of Chemistry at Texas A&M for one 
year, and came to CWU after a post-doctoral fellow-
ship position in the Drug Discovery Department at 
the Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, Florida. 
 
Mr. Jeff Bullock  was hired as a general 
chemistry lecturer.  He holds a Masters 
degree in Biochemistry from Western 
Washington University and is currently 
working on  his PhD at Washington 
State University.  He was the Director of 
the Math Science Program at the North Central   
Educational Service District in Wenatchee for four 
years. 
 
Dr. Carin Thomas is on sabbatical this academic 
year.  She is a Visiting Scholar at the University of 

Washington in the Department of Environ-
mental and Occupational Health Sciences 
where she will be interacting with the Nano-
toxicology Group and the Mitochondrial   
Interest Group. Her appointment extends 
from October 1, 2013 to September 15, 2014.   

 

We were able to hire a biochemistry lecturer, 
Dr. P. Whitney Swain, to assist with the     
biochemistry courses this year. He obtained 
his doctoral degree in chemistry from the 
University of Montana.  He came to CWU  
after three years as a post-doctoral research 

scientist with Promiliad Biopharma, Inc.   
 
We are pleased to announced that Dr. Anne 
Johansen applied for and was granted    
promotion to full professor.  Dr. Johansen, 
an analytical and environmental chemist, 
joined the chemistry department in 2000.  
She has been very successful in obtaining 
external research funding, including multiple NSF 
grants, an NIH grant as well as annual grant awards 
from the National Park Service for all thirteen of her 
years at CWU.  She is recognized as a leader in her field 
of research and was recently invited to participate in the     
Women’s Leadership Summit on Climate Change and 
Energy at the White House in Washington DC.  She has 
also served as the Director for the Environmental     
Studies Program at Central for the past two years. 

Alumni Updates... 

Janice Bach, class of 1986, received 
her degree from the Wright State   
University School of Medicine in      
Dayton, Ohio in 2000.  She did her 
pediatric residency at Upstate Medical 
University in Syracuse, New York and is 
currently a pediatrician at the Child 
Health Association of Madison County 
in New York.  She is also on the Board 
of Trustees of Oneida Healthcare in 
Oneida, New York. 
 

Eric Carter, class of 2000, is working 
as a product development chemist at 
a company called Halosource in 
Bothell, WA. 

Andrea Faulkner, class of 2012, is in 
her second year of graduate school at 
the University of California-Davis and is 
working on her own natural product 
synthesis. 
 
Jared Fraychineaud, class of 2008, 
currently resides in Tacoma with his 
wife and 15 month old son.  He is 
working as an ER technician at Valley 
Medical Center in Renton and recently 
started a second job at a brewery in 
Tacoma called Narrows Brewing Co. as 
the assistant brewer.  He is also in the 
process of getting his own small hard 
cider company up and running and 

aspires to build it into a solid business. 
 
Kyle Greenwood, class of 2013, is   
currently working at Inspectorate 
America Corporation doing petroleum 
based products testing (gasoline,    
diesel, biodiesel and fuel oil).  
 

Lindsay Groce, BS class of 2006 and 
MS class of 2012, began a new job in 
September of 2013 as a tenure-track 
chemistry instructor at Big Bend     
Community College in Moses Lake, 
WA.  She currently teaches basic,   
introductory and general chemistry      
courses. 
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400 East University Way 
Ellensburg, WA  98926-7508 

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF 
CHEMIS TRY 

We’re on the Web! 
www.cwu.edu/chemistry 

Central Washington University is an  
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. 

For accommodation:  
CDS@cwu.edu  

Please support the Central Washington University Chemistry               
Department!  Your donation assists Chemistry faculty, staff and           
students in their research, paper presentations, field trips, travel and 
studies.  Contributions can be made online through the Chemistry       
Department donation page, www.mycentral.cwu.edu/givetochemistry, 
or by check.  Checks should be written to CWU Foundation–Chemistry.   

 

Chemistry General Fund  This fund is designed to enhance student 
experiences at CWU including, but not limited to, a student         
appreciation barbeque and special events.  Please write “account 
01044800” on the subject line of the check or select the fund on 
the online donation page.  

 

Chemistry Scholarships  This fund is specifically for chemistry     
students. It is used to recognize graduating seniors who have given 
outstanding service to the department.  Please write “account 
01045100” on the subject line of the check or select the fund on 
the online donation page.  If you would like your donation to honor  
Dr. David Lygre, there is another account in his name that under-
writes scholarships for undergraduate chemistry students.  Please 
specify “account 01130900” on the subject line of the check or 
select the Fund on the online donation page.  

Giving... 

Once a Wildcat, always a Wildcat.  Thanks for your support! 

Please let us know if your employer has a matching gift program—we’d love to help you double your donation! 

All contributions to the CWU Foundation are tax deductible to the extent provided by IRS regulations.  
Thank you for supporting the CWU Foundation. As required by law, the CWU Foundation is registered with the Washington State  

Charities Program and financial information may be obtained by calling 800-332-4483 or 360-725-0378. 

Alumni Updates, continued... 
Troy Kilburn, class of 2013, is in the 
graduate program at the University of 
Washington where he is an Advanced 
Materials for Energy Fellow, and a 
Clean Energy Institute Fellow. He 
joined Dr. Gamelin's research group, 
where he will be researching quantum 
dots and their potential for use in    
energy conservation applications. 
 

Josh Kirk, class of 2008, graduated 
from dental school in Phoenix in May 
and moved to Amarillo, Texas where 
he has been working for about six 
months.  He and his wife got to run 
with the bulls in Pamplona last year 
and witnessed a few stages of the 

100th “Tour de France” while visiting 
Europe for the first time. 
 

William Klein, class of 2008, is serving 
in the National Guard part-time while 
pursuing a materials science master’s 
degree at Boise State University. 
 

Erik Lyon, class of 2011, was recently 
promoted to Analytical Technician II at 
NorCal Beverages where he tests    
caffeine and sugar content in Monster 
energy drinks using an HPLC.  
 
Phuong Nguyen, class of 2013, is    
currently attending University of      
Hawaii at Manoa. He is doing inorganic 
and physical chemistry research.  

Cora Nordby, class of 1999, is the   
Superintendent/Principal of the   
Mansfield School District in Mansfield, 
WA. 
 

Tom Oates, class of 2005, graduated 
with his PhD in analytical chemistry 
from the University is Washington and 
is now working as a chemist at the 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in 
Bremerton, WA. 
 
Daniel Orozco, class of 2012, is     
working as an Environmental Chemist 
in Yakima, WA for a private company 
cal led Fulcrum Environmental         
Consulting, Inc.   



We want to hear from and about you!   

Please fill out this form and mail it to Central Washington University,  Department of Chemistry,                            

400 East University Way, Ellensburg, WA  98926-7539 or e-mail chemistry@cwu.edu 

Name:           Maiden/Former Name:      

Mailing Address:               

City:            State:      Zip:      

Home Phone:           E-mail:        

Current Employer:          Job Title:        

Year Graduated:      

News and Comments:        

         

         

         

         

         

          

Stay involved with the CWU Department of Chemistry! 
 

I’m interested in visiting CWU to (check all that apply): 

 

What about you? 

Present a seminar 

Give career advice to students 

Other suggestions:             

              

              

We appreciate all the ways you continue to  
support us and want to keep in touch with you! 

Serve as a judge at SOURCE (Symposium on University  
     Research and Creative Expression) 

 

RECONNECT TODAY! 
 
 

Privacy laws prevent us from disclosing 
contact information for current and      
former students, but this social network-
ing site has enabled us to give you a way 
to find old friends...and check it out,       
Dr. Lygre has recently joined FB! 
 

Go online to www.facebook.com. Search 
for CwuChem Dept (look for a  guy in a 
flask as the profile picture) and submit a 
friend request.  Lisa Stowe, our secretary 
and site administrator, will accept your 
friend request so you can keep up on the 
department throughout the year and re-
connect with your classmates.   
 

The department will use this, in tandem 
with the website, to post interesting news 
and upcoming events. 
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