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Stay after for refreshments while you visit with the speakers

 



LYN DEHEN
Current Title: Senior Food Scientist

Current Employer: Lamb Weston

Time at Current Job: 2.5 years

Degree and year:  

BS Biochemistry and 

BA Biology, CWU 2001

I have been in my current position 

at Lamb Weston for 2 1/2 years but 

I have worked for Lamb Weston for 

almost 19 years in total and have 

held jobs of chemistry technician, 

product development technician, 

production supervisor, quality 

assurance supervisor, shift supervisor, 

senior industrial engineer, senior 

quality specialist and quality assurance 

manager prior to becoming a senior 

food scientist.

A lot of people don’t know much 

about Lamb Weston, but it is one of 

the world’s largest suppliers of frozen 

potato products (who doesn’t love 

potatoes?) and our company motto 

is “seeing possibilities in potatoes.” 

Which means we are always looking 

for the next great idea using potatoes. 

As a food scientist I get to help make 

these ideas into a reality by creating 

a prototype product all the way to 

commercialization.

A L U M N I  S P E A K E R S 



CRAIG GYSELINCK
Current Title: Environmental 
Assistant Manager

Current Employer: Quincy-Columbia 
Basin Irrigation District

Time at Current Job: 6.5 years

Degree and year:  

BS Chemistry, CWU 2008

MBA, WSU 2012

A L U M N I  S P E A K E R S 

Each year at the Quincy-Columbia Basin 

Irrigation District I seek to improve 

the resiliency of the water delivery 

system while maintaining, modernizing, 

and extending the life of its aging 

infrastructure. Irrigation water is the 

lifeblood of farms and families in my 

community and maintaining the arteries, 

consisting of over 2,000 miles of flowing 

waterways, is an awesome responsibility.  

My professional interest is finding 

scientific solutions and employing 

new methods to solve irrigation 

water delivery challenges. I have used 

my Central Washington University 

education in chemistry to envision, 

design, and complete scientific 

studies at the district which have had 

astounding impacts on the way the 

district operates.  

As you look forward to your careers, 

I encourage you to discover work 

that is meaningful to you. Use your 

knowledge to find creative ways to 

make positive changes not only in your 

workplace, but in your community.  

Chemistry courses are not easy—I 

know! For those with the tenacity to 

engage science: You will find yourself 

with a second-to-none ability to think 

creatively, solve complex problems, 

and influence your world. 



A L U M N I  S P E A K E R S 

JOSH KIRK
Current Title: General dentist, business 
owner, semi-professional napper

Current Employer: Owner, 
Mountain View Dental Center

Time at Current Job: 5 years

Degree and year:  
BS Biochemistry, CWU 2008
DMD, Midwestern University 2013

Chemistry is such a major part 

of dentistry! Acid base reactions, 

polymerization, and bonding are 

daily occurrences in a dental office. 

Chemistry and biology really come 

together in dentistry with newer 

research that allows us to chemically 

treat extracted teeth to create an 

autologous bone graft or prepare 

stem cells in a way that promotes 

the growth of pulpal tissue. Not 

everybody wants to be a dentist, but 

the future of research in the field is 

bright and exciting!

Whatever career you choose, talk to 

people in the position you’re pursuing 

to find specific advice for your path. 

There’s a lot more to finding a dream 

job than simply graduating with a 

degree. Use the resources at the 

college to help you prepare and get 

plugged in. The more people you 

know, the more opportunities you 

will have. The more effectively you 

can communicate with these people 

and present yourself, the better those 

opportunities will be.



A L U M N I  S P E A K E R S 

Degree Options

• Bachelor of Science

• Bachelor of Science Biochemistry

• Bachelor of Arts

• STEM teaching minor

• Master of Science

Get Involved

• Serve as a Teaching Assistant

• Join a Research Group

• Be active in Chemistry Club

cwu.edu/chemistry

EXPLORE CHEMISTRY AT CWU

Stay after the talks for refreshments with the speakers
and the CWU Chemistry Club members. Our American Chemical Society (ACS) 
Student Chapter, commonly known as the CWU Chemistry Club has received 

national recognition for their accomplishments for the last six years.

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. For accommodation email DS@cwu.edu.

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

https://www.cwu.edu/chemistry/
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