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ERIN DAVIS
Current title: Senior Product Manager  
for Enterprise Informatics

Current Employer: Schrödinger, Inc.

Degree held and year awarded:  
BS Chemistry, CWU 2001. 
PhD Organic Chemistry, University  
of Montana 2006.

Schrödinger is a global leader in scientific 
software, accelerating the drug discovery 
process through computational chemistry 
and R&D partnerships. Within this 
company, I am the owner of LiveDesign, 
a web-based platform bringing together 
cheminformatics, computational modeling 
and experimental data to support design 
and collaborative inquiry across a broad 
spectrum of scientists in pharma. 

My team of 40 supports global research 
groups, taking me around the planet and 
working side by side with great scientists. 
I spent several years using computational 
tools to design drugs myself, but was 
always most interested in making better 
tools to help the industry at large. Better 
computational drug design means better 
medicine, faster, and cheaper. 

Undoubtedly, a broad research area and 
networking helped get me to this position 

—my academic research experience 
is varied as I did projects for many 
different groups outside my main 
focus. I networked quite a bit by 
attending conferences and meeting 
people, always trying to constantly 
learn more. So get out there! Meet 
the people doing the things you’re 
interested in! Listen to talks, GIVE 
talks, ask questions, and see what the 
world has to offer.

LACY (LEDBETER) JONES
Current title: Deputy Program 
Manager and Project Manager

Current Employer: Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory

Degree held and year awarded:  
BS Chemistry, CWU 2005. 
MS Environmental Geochemistry, 
Colorado School of Mines 2008. 
MS Industrial Engineering, University 
of Tennessee 2017.

My passion for chemistry didn’t 
develop until university. This was 
the subject that (literally) put me to 
sleep in high school and ended up 
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becoming the subject I craved to learn 
more about at CWU. It was this passion 
that ignited my longing to keep learning 
how the world works and how I could 
apply this understanding to contribute 
to and improve STEM challenges. 

I was just recently promoted to the 
position of Deputy Program Manager 
and Project Manager at the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 
Neutron Sciences Division (NScD). I 
manage several neutron instrument 
improvement projects and serve as the 
assistant program manager for two 
improvement programs where I oversee 
the overall budget, schedule, staff 
resources, and efficiency these projects 
have towards our NScD strategic goal 
to enhance the science capabilities 
and research activities of our neutron 
experiment stations (or instruments). 

I love my job. My path here and the end 
game didn’t quite go as planned; I’m in 
science support rather than leading my 
own chemistry research. However, this 
ended up being exactly where I needed 
to be to have the greatest impact to the 
scientific community and for the best 
use of my skills. 

The greatest strength I found of 
studying at Central was its size. The 
institution is large enough to provide 
the opportunities that led me to the 
career I have today, while small enough 
to provide the one-on-one instruction 
or guidance by the staff when needed. 
The support provided by the Chemistry 
and Geology departments allowed 
me the flexibility to create my own 
concentration with research projects 
across departments while pursuing my 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry with 
minors in Geology, Mathematics, and 
Spanish. From this strong BS degree 

in Chemistry and the flexibility in having 
multiple specialties, I have had greater 
success at keeping career opportunities 
open thus far, weathering different science, 
research, and economic downturns.

My most useful recommendations for your 
future career track are to revel in your 
passions, develop your weaknesses into 
strengths, and broaden your knowledge 
across subjects to become the best person 
you can be for yourself and to help others. 

To solve the cross-disciplinary STEM 
problems of tomorrow, comprehensive 
dexterities are required beyond the 
traditional, tangible technical skills, such as 
creativity, ethics, empathy, and intuition. 
It is these skills that allow you the big-
picture perspective to understand the most 
effective technical skill to apply when. With 
an abundance of information, automation, 
and globalization, sometimes the greatest 
contribution is vocalizing a different 
perspective.



TABITHA LIEBRECHT
Current title: Environmental Specialist 
3 - Permit Lead for the 200 Area on the 
Hanford Site

Current Employer: Washington State 
Department of Ecology Nuclear Waste 
Program

Degree held and year awarded:  
BA Chemistry, 1999, CWU. 

The Nuclear Waste Program in Richland 

maintains the Hanford Dangerous 

Waste Permit that governs cleanup 

operations and the Hanford site Air 

Operating Permit, which governs all 

potential air pollution sources. The 

Nuclear Waste Program also maintains 

permits for three facilities that handle 

dangerous and radioactive waste: 

AREVA NP processes nuclear fuel rods, 

Perma-Fix Northwest treats mixed 

waste, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 

handles reactor cores for nuclear-

powered ships and submarines.

As 200 Area Permit Lead, I perform 

regulatory analysis of proposed 

cleanup actions/remedies prepared by 

the US Department of Energy and its 

contractors. Currently I am addressing 

the needs of 6 Resource and Recovery 

Act (RCRA) Treatment, Storage, and 

Disposal (TSD) sites for the Rev. 9 

Dangerous Waste Permit.  

To be successful, gain as much 

experience as you can, be it laboratory 

work, instrumentation—any kind of work 

that allows you to gain knowledge! 

Employers look for people that not only 

know their discipline, but for people 

that have many different skills that can 

complement their company’s values and 

mission. Be nice; good manners and the 

ability to work with others will take you 

far. 

TYLER VARNUM
Current title: Pharmacist Investigator

Current employer: Washington State 
Department of Health 

Degree held and year awarded:  
BS Biochemistry, 1998, CWU. 
Doctor of PharmD, 2003, WSU.

My work for the Department of Health 

directly advances their mission to 

protect and improve the health of 

all people in Washington State. As a 

whole, the Department of Health works 

to lead changes in policies, systems, 

and environments to prevent illness and 

injury. They actively promote healthy 

families and communities, encourage 

healthy lifestyles, and focus on places 

where people live, learn, work, and 

seek healthcare. By working side-by-

side with partners, communities and 

individuals we advance a common 

goal to improve health and to support 

a strong public health system. Being a 

part of that system is very rewarding.

My direct role at the department 

is as a member of the Office of 

Investigations and Inspections. It is my 

job to perform inspections of more 

than 200 licensed sites in my region. 

I also conduct investigations relating 

to alleged wrongdoing by health care 

practitioners (pharmacy) and others 

licensed by the department. I also 

provide drug and pharmacy-related 

information, technical assistance, and 

perform other duties as required. 

I frequently work with officers from 

other federal, state, and local law 

enforcement agencies, and with 
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individuals from various health care 

practice settings in resolving drug-

related problems. I admit this is a very 

uncommon job for a pharmacist. My 

duties seem to be ever changing and 

new experiences happen daily.

As you look forward to your careers 

I would advise that you never stop 

learning and never stop exploring 

different industries. Take the chances 

that come to you but know that 

sometimes the best doors that open 

usually take a push from you.



STUDY CHEMISTRY AT CWU
The Chemistry Department offers a Bachelor of Science degree, with an option 

of being ACS Certified, as well as an option of a specialization in Biochemistry. 

A Bachelor of Arts degree with a STEM teaching minor is another 

undergraduate option. In addition the department offers a graduate degree in 

chemistry, along with an option for students to complete a BS/MS in five years.

The tenured and tenure-track faculty have active research laboratories on a 

range of current topics. w w w. c w u . e d u /c h e m i s t r y/ f a c u l t y

 WE WELCOME YOU TO VISIT CWU ANY TIME!

Stay after the talks for refreshments with the speakers and the CWU 
Chemistry Club members! Our American Chemical Society (ACS) Student 
Chapter, commonly known as the CWU Chemistry Club has received national 
recognition for their accomplishments for the last six years!

CWU is an EEO/AA//Title IX Institution. For accommodation email: DS@cwu.edu.


