
ReSource 2013 
Schedule 

9:00 – 9:15 Coffee/Pastry:  SURC Mezzanine outside the Ballroom and Theatre 

9:15 – 9:30 Welcome and Opening Remarks by Stuart Boersma and Dean Cutright:  SURC Ballroom A 

9:40 – 11:35 Faculty Invited Paper Sessions      

Time 
Session I 

SURC Ballroom A 

 
or Session II 

SURC Ballroom B 

9:40 – 10:15 
The Evolution of Central Washington 

University, 1891-Modern Era 
Karen Blair 

 Engaging undergraduates in research: A self-
reflection with a discussion about whether 

research should be required for all 
undergraduates 

Mike Jackson 

10:20 – 10:55 Juggling, Mathematics, and Infinity 
 Dominic Klyve 

 
US ARMY and the WILDCAT SROTC Program 

 Scott Carpenter 

11:00 – 11:35 Title: TBA 
Andrea Eklund 

 From the Ivory Tower to the (Jewish) Cemetery: 
Embracing Unexpected Tangents in Research 

Heidi Szpek 

 
11:45 – 12:45 LUNCH: Speaker, Marilyn Grey, Renewing Ourselves Through Laughter: SURC Theatre 

1 – 2:30: Afternoon Session I 

Workshop Title Location 
• Finding Funding Using Today’s Search Tools Shaw Smyser 214 
• Using Case Studies and Other Strategies to Improve Student Engagement SURC 135 
• GoCentral Shaw Smyser 217 
• Promoting Partnerships between Academic & Student Life SURC 201 
• Behavioral Issues in the Classroom SURC 202 
• Strategies for Resisting Privilege and Racism: Making White Privilege Visible SURC 140 

 

2:45 – 4:15: Afternoon Session II: One of the following  

Workshop Title Location 
• Finding Funding Using Today’s Search Tools Shaw Smyser 214 
• Using Case Studies and Other Strategies to Improve Student Engagement SURC 135 
• Waypoint Outcomes Assessment Shaw Smyser 217 
• Promoting Partnerships between Academic & Student Life SURC 201 
• Behavioral Issues in the Classroom SURC 202 

  



Abstracts for Faculty Presentations 

The Evolution of Central Washington University, 1891-Modern Era 
Karen Blair, History 
 
My research on the development of normal schools in Pacific Northwest history explores the 
impact of statehood on the need for rural schoolteachers and our institution's efforts to shape 
educators for the twentieth century. Early students, teachers, leadership, curriculum, buildings, 
extra-curricular activities and policies reflected changing needs for a developing Washington 
State. 
 
 
Engaging undergraduates in research: A self-reflection with a discussion about 
whether research should be required for all undergraduates 
Mike Jackson, Physics 
 
Beginning with my undergraduate research experience, I reflect on how research has shaped my 
educational path along with how it has influenced my professional career.  The presentation will 
then transition into a discussion about whether faculty-mentored research, creative activity and 
expression should be required for all undergraduates.  Although many obstacles exist in 
implementing such a grand plan, there are some strategies available to guide faculty in mentoring 
undergraduates in research and in assessing their performance. 
 
 
Juggling, Mathematics, and Infinity 
Dominic Klyve, Mathematics 
 
We discuss some of the beautiful connections which have been established between the arts of 
mathematics and juggling during the last sixty years.  In addition to being fun, this study allows 
us to discuss many of the “big ideas” of mathematics developed in the last two centuries.  The 
Mathematics of Juggling gives us a light-hearted way to think about infinity, formal mappings, 
and the boundary between pure and applied math.  We will finish with some of the speaker’s 
research in the math of juggling as we meet the Riemann Zeta function, the most mysterious 
function in all of mathematics.   
Note: actual objects will be juggled during the talk. 
 

 

US ARMY and the WILDCAT SROTC Program 
Scott Carpenter, LTC, IN, Military Science 

We will discuss what the Army is not, what the Army is and the importance of the SROTC 
program on campus.  “[T]he United States Army remains the most agile, adaptable and capable 
force in the world. Ours is an Army that reflects America’s diversity and represents the time-



honored values that built our Nation—hard work, duty, selflessness, determination, honor and 
compassion.”  As faculty, we can help develop future Military leaders for our nation. 

 

From the Ivory Tower to the (Jewish) Cemetery: Embracing Unexpected Tangents 
in Research 
Heidi M. Szpek, Philosophy & Religious Studies 

 
The initial focus of my research was text-critical studies related to the biblical book of Job.  With the 
publication of my dissertation Translation Technique in the Peshitta to Job in 1991, my future research 
agenda seemed to be well-established.  In the next decade, I published a series of articles on translation 
theory in the Peshitta to Job and other ancient texts, and text-critical studies of the Hebrew Bible – often 
labelled ‘ivory tower’ research because of its narrow audience.   

 The book of Job’s emphasis on human suffering, however, was not narrow in its appeal but a 
natural component of the courses I taught in religious studies.  But then, ten years ago, students at CWU 
sought to explore more deeply the human condition through the study of the Holocaust. Course 
preparation necessitated that I visit Auschwitz, Sachsenhausen, Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec, Majdanek, 
Terezin, Rumbala and Liepaja, as well as seek out what remains of Jewish heritage throughout Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.  Ten years ago, visiting Poland and other 
locations in Eastern Europe was not even on my bucket list.  Yet what I discovered in the remains of 
Jewish cemeteries was an incredible legacy in the extant Jewish epitaphs, including expressions from the 
book of Job, which inspired me to redirect my research.  

 While 19th century Polish historians had debated the value of the Jewish epitaphs, my current 
research and publications have demonstrated that Jewish epitaphs are another evidentiary source by which 
Jewish socio-cultural history can be written.  Their words indeed remember the deceased but so too do 
they offer sentiments of filial piety, of spousal devotion, of tragedy related to anti-Semitism, as well as 
subtle hints and blatant articulations of Jewish religious and social diversity.  My subsequent publications, 
presentations and course offerings have been enriched by this unexpected tangent in research ... a tangent 
never imagined some two-plus decades ago. 

  



Descriptions of Workshops 
 

Finding Funding Using Today’s Search Tools, Julie Guggino 
Finding funding for research and other scholarly activities has never been easier, but it is too often 
overwhelming because of the vast amount of information available at our fingertips. In this workshop you 
will learn how to use PIVOT to tailor searches to find the opportunities most relevant to your interests and 
identify colleagues with similar interests. You will also learn how to use other search tools, like grants.gov, to 
ensure you are maximizing today’s search tools. 
 
Using Case Studies and Other Strategies to Improve Student Engagement, Jennifer Dechaine, Martha 
Kurtz, Ian Quitadamo 
Medical, business, and law schools have used the case study method successfully for a number of years. 
Recently the use of case studies has spread across undergraduate institutions as a way to teach both content 
and critical thinking. Students find well written case studies to be engaging and relevant. This session will 
provide strategies for writing compelling case studies, multiple examples of case studies from a variety of 
courses and disciplines at CWU, and a discussion of several ways to incorporate case studies into your 
classes. Participants will brainstorm potential case study topics for their courses. Other methods of actively 
engaging students will be briefly discussed including the use of debates and oral assessments. 
 
GoCentral, Chris Schedler 
This hands-on workshop will introduce you to GoCentral--CWU's new online communication and 
collaboration network that allows you to create channels, conversations, and communities to connect 
students, faculty, and staff. This workshop will provide an overview of the different types of groups you can 
create in GoCentral to increase productivity in workgroups and committees, extend learning beyond the 
classroom and Blackboard, and develop social networks for campus interest groups. You will learn about the 
interactive collaboration and social media tools available in GoCentral and start building your own online 
network group. 
 

Promoting Partnerships between Academic & Student Life, Joanne Perez, Kim Jellison, and Keith 
Champagne 
The Center for Leadership & Community Engagement engages Central Washington University students in 
leadership learning; by so doing, we collectively improve the communities in which we live and expand 
individual leadership capacity. 
Our goal for this session is to inform you how faculty and center staff can work together to develop 
purposeful partnerships to facilitate students’ leadership development and learning opportunities outside of 
the classroom.  

• First, we will begin this session with an overview of existing programs in which we currently partner 
with faculty.  

• Second, we will introduce other programs that have the potential for faculty cooperation and 
collaboration.  

• Third, we will facilitate a discussion with faculty to determine what programs they envision 
themselves being involved with. 

• Fourth, we will end the workshop with an understanding of what programs we will collaborate on 
for the remainder of the 2012-2013 academic year and the new 2013-2014 academic year. 



Behavioral Issues in the Classroom, Richard DeShields 
A successful classroom also means an environment that is conducive to learning.  This workshop will focus 
on the issues of dealing with problem students and behavioral issues in the classroom and resources on 
campus to help you in your role as faculty.  Specifically, we will discuss recommendations to the syllabus, 
resources for reporting behaviors of concern, and processes used in the Dean of Student Success office  to 
support you in your role as a faculty member.   
 
Waypoint Outcomes Assessment, Bret Smith 
Waypoint Outcomes offers a customizable software evaluation process to manage academic achievements 
in the classroom. In addition, the software offers integration with Blackboard allowing faculty to set up 
Waypoint Assignments for students to submit work. The capabilities in Blackboard are much like those for 
the Blackboard Assignment feature, but with some additional components. The additional features include a 
markup tool for written work, as well as improved rubric creation and association. 
CWU's hosted site for Waypoint Outcomes allows faculty to do the following:  

• Assess student work  
• Return feedback and assignments in bulk to Blackboard  
• Create Competencies  
• Generate data reports on student performance outcomes 

The student experience includes the ability to submit work, view rubrics and criteria, and review returned 
feedback. 

Strategies for Resisting Privilege and Racism: Making White Privilege Visible, Kandee Cleary and 
Leah Shelton 

This workshop will consider how race frames all of our experiences and relationships, address ways that we 
see the world, and will provide resources on how differential opportunities can be addressed and overcome, 
while focusing on racial privilege. 

 


