
New Student
Convocation

CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution For accommodation: CDS@cwu.edu

All are architects of Fate,
Working in these walls of Time;
Some with massive deeds and great,
Some with ornaments of rhyme.

Nothing useless is, or low;
Each thing in its place is best;
And what seems but idle show
Strengthens and supports the rest.

For the structure that we raise,
Time is with materials filled;
Our to-days and yesterdays
Are the blocks with which we build.

Truly shape and fashion these;
Leave no yawning gaps between;
Think not, because no man sees,
Such things will remain unseen.

In the elder days of Art,
Builders wrought with greatest care
Each minute and unseen part;
For the Gods see everywhere.

Let us do our work as well,
Both the unseen and the seen;
Make the house, where Gods may dwell,
Beautiful, entire, and clean.

Else our lives are incomplete,
Standing in these walls of Time,
Broken stairways, where the feet
Stumble as they seek to climb.

Build to-day, then, strong and sure,
With a firm and ample base;
And ascending and secure
Shall to-morrow find its place.

Thus alone can we attain
To those turrets, where the eye
Sees the world as one vast plain,
And one boundless reach of sky.

The Builders
from The Seaside and the Fireside

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
(1807-1882)
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PROCESSION OF STUDENTS

PROCESSION OF FACULTY/STAFF

WELCOME.......................................................................Sarah L. Swager
Dean of Student Success

AIR FORCE AND ARMY ROTC COLOR GUARD 

NATIONAL ANTHEM......................................................Alyssa Henniger 
Class of 2016

PLATFORM INTRODUCTIONS.....................................Sarah L. Swager
Dean of Student Success

INDUCTION TO UNIVERSITY...................................James L. Gaudino
President

DISTRIBUTION OF CONVOCATION COINS

CWU STUDENT OATH AND “THE BUILDERS”...........Marilyn A. Levine
Provost and Vice-President for Academic and Student Life

CWU STUDENT OATH
I accept membership into Central Washington University, a community 

committed to scholarship, teaching, and public service. I understand my 
obligations in being a student who has integrity, civility, and the utmost 
respect for the dignity of all human beings. I pledge that my actions, 
inside and outside of the classroom, will support these values and be 

thoughtful and ethical. I honor our university motto of “Learn. Do. Live.”

CWU PRIDE PLEDGE.............................................................Bryan Elliott 
President of Associated Students of Central Washington University

“I am a Wildcat till the day I die.
To cheer another would make me cry

I will forever hail the Crimson and Black
Because I am forever a Wildcat!”

FACULTY/STAFF RECESSION

UNIVERSITY BBQ FOR FACULTY/STAFF AND NEW STUDENTS

University Convocation falls into the 
category of ritual known as “rite of 
passage” marking the transition of 
an individual or an institution into a 
new stage of life. A rite of passage 
is shared by everyone involved and 
is often a common experience that 
is fondly remembered. Convocation 
marks the induction of each new 
student in Central Washington 
University’s academic culture 
and community. It also marks the 
transformation of our university, 
because after each class completes 
the convocation ceremony, the 
university will be forever changed by 
our new students.

The regalia worn by Convocation 
participants is a colorful relic 
dating back to the Middle Ages 
when education was a function of 
religious organizations. Participants 
with doctoral degrees wear the 
traditional black gown with full, 
round sleeves, velvet facings on 
the front, and velvet bars on the 
sleeves. Hoods are lined with the 
color of the university granting 
the degree. The doctoral hood 
is distinguished by its royal blue 
trim. Participants with master’s 
degrees also wear the traditional 
black gown, with full-length square 
sleeves that have a crescent-
shaped piece hanging from each 
sleeve. The master’s hoods are also 
lined and are trimmed with the color 
of the degree earned.

WHAT ARE THE SYMBOLS AND RITUALS OF CONVOCATION?


