
 

CCI (Center of Cultural Innovation) Summary, Scope, and Voting Items 

Context -      

The CCI stands for the Center of Cultural Innovation, which will essentially serve as a cultural 

hub for marginalized students. For the past 5 years, this initiative has been advocated by students 

to the CWU administration. The purpose of the CCI is to create a safe space for historically 

marginalized students to access centralized resources, gather, and voice concerns. CWU is the 

most diverse public 4-year university in Washington State, earning the Education in Diversity 

(HEED) award for the past 7 years running. Yet, CWU is the only public 4-year university in 

Washington State to not have a multicultural center for marginalized students to utilize. This is a 

necessary resource for our BIPOC students to access to be successful, safe, and appreciated.  

Scope of Project - 

The Center of Cultural Innovation will serve as a safe space for marginalized students. The CCI 

will have resources such as kitchen space to prepare ethnically diverse foods, indoor 

performance space, permanent meeting spaces for the ESC (Equity and Services Council) 

organizations such as AUAP, BSU, CASA, EQuAl, FASA, FGSO, LSO, MECHA, and room to 

for more organizations in the future. We wish to enhance resources such as building off the effort 

of the DEC and PUSH food pantries while adding resources such as undocumented specialists, 

prayer rooms, diverse art, and much more.  

How we plan to fund this building -  

• Pre-design 

o The President's office is committed to funding the pre-design floor plan 

(approximately $150,000) 

• Main building funding source: 



o The extension of the SURC (Student Union and Recreation Center) bond: 

▪ The funding for the SURC (Student Union and Recreation Center) came from a 

bond with the state. A bond such as this is paid off over time with student fees 

every quarter from each student. This is like a loan from the state that we promise 

to pay back over the next 20 years. Since the 2000’s, all CWU students have 

been paying the SURC fee of $69 per quarter to pay off the SURC bond. The 

SURC bond is going to be fully paid off in May of 2034. We have the option to 

extend the bond. This means students would continue to have the same SURC fee 

of $69 per quarter. We would NOT be increasing the fee to current students or 

adding an additional fee, simply continuing the fee that we already have in place. 

To clarify, the SURC bond funding does not need to be spent on the SURC 

building itself and can be utilized to build the CCI at another location on campus. 

We can choose how long to extend the bond for which generates a certain 

amount of money.  

▪ We as ASCWU want the student body to choose how long the SURC bond gets 

extended for so that we know how much money we have to work with. We have 

the option to extend the fee for 10 or 20 years, which generates two vastly 

different amounts of money and therefore will produce different buildings.  

o Extension of SURC Bond 

o 10-year option (2034-2044) = yields approximately $13,000,000  

• Creating an approximate 8,000 square feet of space (that is about 

twice the size of the 1891 Bistro) 

o 20-year option (2034-2054) = yields approximately $25,000,000  

• Creating an approximate 16,000 square feet of space (that is about 

four times the size of the 1891 Bistro.) 

Questions still being explored (space, location, model, etc.) - 

We are still working with administration to find an appropriate space to build this building that is 

central to campus and will not disrupt students trying to make it to classes. We still need to work 

with the company of the Presidents choosing for the pre-design of the building to have an official 

model of what the building will look like exactly. We want this to be an energy efficient building 

with lots of natural lighting and solar panels on the roof, and we will make this clear for the pre-



design team. The University President, Dr. Jim Wohlpart has committed his office to funding the 

pre-design costs (approx. $150,000).  

Timeline – important milestones (pre-design, etc.) – 

The completion of this project can range from 2-4 years, depending on the availability of 

funding, length of pre-design process, and actual construction. We are working very closely with 

the University President to establish a realistic timeline, however before we can start anything 

with need to have the funding committed. 

Next Steps:  –Upcoming Student Body Vote 

• Adding this voting to the Senator general elections this May 

o Question 1: Extend the SURC Bond? Options:  

o Approve: Extend the Student Union and Recreation Center Bond  

o Deny: Do not extend the SURC Bond for the CCI purposes.  

o Question 2: If the bond is extended, should it be extended for 10 years (creating 

about 8,000 square feet of space, about twice the size of Café 1891) or for 20 

Years (creating about 16,000 square feet of space, about four times the size of 

Café 1891)?  

o Approve: Extend the Student Union and Recreation Center Bond for 10 

years (creating an approximate 8,000 square feet of space that is about 

twice the size of the 1891 Bistro) 

o Approve: Extend the Student Union and Recreation Center Bond for 20 

years (creating an approximate 16,000 square feet of space, about four 

times the size of the 1891 Bistro) 

o Optional – Question 3: Are there any comments, questions, concerns regarding 

this voting item? 

o Write in text box 


