Washington Spring Program - CWU

Newsletter

Week 4 - February 21-27, 2022

Home Visits are a special
chance for WSP students
to learn more about
American family life.
Over the next two weeks,
members of the

Ellensburg community will
lbe opening their homes
to share their family's
culture and spend time
with our students. Every
WSP student will
participate in one Home
Visit and several students
have the opportunity for
two visits!
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Busy Bees!

Congratulations to this
week's Busy Bees!
These students have
made outstanding
efforts to actively
engage with CWU
students and the

community!
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» Experience Ellensburg:This week our third field trip was to historic
downtown Ellensburg where the students visited the John Clymer
Museum of Art and the Ellensburg Rodeo Hall of Fame. There
students discovered Ellensburg’s most famous artist, John Clymer
and the history of its most famous annual event, the Ellensburg
Rodeo. Students then walked around town looking for art,
architecture and chances to speak English with local people. The
students are getting more confident in asking staff and other
locals questions. In class, everyone debriefed their field trip, and
practiced their paraphrasing skills with readings on the history of
Ellensburg. Students also shared photos of their experiences.

e Career Skills: Students built on last week’s practice of describing
their duties at part-time jobs to begin drafting an American style
resume. Spending time in the computer lab, they worked on typing
their resumes. Later in the week, we had a lively DAVE class where
students discussed the differences between Japanese and
American resumes with students from a CWU communications
class. Then, they compared and contrasted what is most and least
important about a person’s background when interviewing for a job
in order to gain more understanding of cultural differences in this
area.

e English Communication: This week in English Communication
class we continued to debrief last week’s small talk speaking test,
getting feedback and support from CWU student volunteers. We
also had a small talk party where WSP students invited a CWU
student friend to class for lots of conversation practice. Other
activities included American slang, helping modals, email skills
and a powerpoint to help students prepare for their American
family/home visits! The week ended with a special DAVE class
with Ed majors. After the CWU students taught mini lessons, the
WSP students practiced discussion language skills by using new

phrases and techniques for expanding conversations.
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The long holiday weekend provided students with the opportunity to explore and sightsee. ‘
Students who visited Seattle went to the famous Chihuly Garden & Glass Museum, the Space ‘
Needle, T-Mobile Park, the First Starbucks, and more... Those that stayed in Ellensburg had fun

exploring parks, the Yakima mall, spending time with CWU friends and even had a Korean food q B 5
night! *ﬂ_,

Cultural Event: This week's main cultural event was "Japanese Culture Night." Each of the four
halls that house WSP students will host a culture night over the next two weeks. This is a
chance for the WSP students to meet and interact with their hallmates and teach them about
Japanese culture. The events are always popular and highly interactive.

International Cafe’; WSP students joined other international and CWU students for the Cafe’
which was themed, "Olympics.” Students had a chance to create fictional countries and
compete for medals with their tablemates. It was a lively event with lots of laughs and fun
conversation!

Home Visits: This was the first weekend of Home Visits. 12 students enjoyed a day with an
Ellensburg family. Activities included hiking, watching a children’s basketball game, eating
meals together, playing games, and shopping.

Other activities this week include a Bingo night, Monday Movie Madness, working out at the Rec
Center, playing video games with American friends, and enjoying the spring-like weather.
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Student Voice

Students have been doing a lot of great reflection work and sharing their thoughts about
various class topics and activities. Students have taken the initiative to go deeper to learn
more about Ellensburg and their surroundings.

In response to the extra credit assignment readings about the "Day of Remembrance," a
student shared these thoughts:

"I learned many Japanese American including US citizen were incarcerated after Pearl Harbor
in the U.S. I think it is difficult situation that even if they are U.S. citizen incarcerated. Also, I
was surprised Canada, Mexico, Peru, Brazil, Chili and Argentina also discriminated Japanese
in those days. Moreover, I learned a lot of Japanese were arrested and their property was
forfeited. I think the discrimination against Japanese is terrible but I can understand this
decision of Franklin D. Roosevelt because Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and Japan did terrible
thing. Furthermore, I didn’t know the history until now, I think we have to learn and know
history of our country as a citizen. And I was surprised many American students know this
history. I think education is important to know past and consider present and future situation."

This is a photo of "Kitt Coyote" statue. The coyote leans
against the outside wall of Ellensburg's public library, was
sculpted from aluminum in 1998 by Richard Beyer. The

| coyote has a book in his left hand and a cup in his right hand.
[ was wondered why he is opening his eyes so big, so I
searched it on the internet and the “RoadsideAmerica.com”
said “Kitt's thousand yard stare may be the result of drinking
too much coffee, and indeed his empty right hand looks
designed to hold a mug big enough to satisfy a seven-foot-
tall coyote”, and surprisingly, “His name, a truncation for
Ellensburg's Kittitas County, was suggested by local school
children”!

This is a building is called "Davidson Building" that is
placed at the northeast corner of Fourth and Pearl
Streets. It completed in 1890 and today, it's known as
Ellensburg landmark. When I searched about
Ellensburg before I come to CWU, I often saw this
building's picture. I wanted to see at once, so [ was
glad to be able to see it directly! And then, I found the
reason why is called "Davidson". John B. Davidson who
is an Ellensburg lawyer and jurist donated money to
build that.

This is downtown Ellensburg. I was excited about all
the streets, such as the streets like Disneyland that I
often go to and the streets. I took this picture the
day before yesterday and wanted to know this
cityscape sooner. Ellensburg is the best city.

This photo is Rodeo queen.
Rodeo queens are chosen for their
riding skills, appearance and
fashion sense and composure.

This is the Ellensburg bull. It
was made by R Beyer in 1986. I
think it is interesting art
because the bull is relaxed like
human.

This is Rodeo’s clothes. I was so
excited because my favorite
singer wearing these clothes. I
had never seen it in real life.



