
Synchronous Learning:
 Classroom volunteers joined during Week 11. They helped practice
question types by using Quizlet to identify question types and then
answer it correctly. Students learned what key things to look for when
identifying questions. Students also reviewed negative expressions.
AUAP students had a final review of Parts 1-3. The debrief of these
questions helped them recall and put to practice concepts they had
learned earlier, such as Part 1 tricks and Part 2 question types. Classroom
volunteers joined some IES 1 classes during Week 12. They worked with
students to practice making inferences based on vocabulary in reading
and listening passages.
For a wrap up in the final class, students received a final lecture on tips
for each part of the test now that they have had individual, focused
practice with each one. For a last, fun activity, students did a Kahoot to
review these TOEIC tips.

Asynchronous Learning:
 Students practiced inferences with Part 4 and 7 questions. They also had
the option to make their own part 7, allowing them to think more deeply
about the purpose and tricks that go into the question.
Students took the final exam. It incorporated question types from all 7
parts of the test in addition to content-specific review questions.
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Asynchronous Learning:
 Students took a comprehensive final that included multiple choice, listening, and essay
questions. This final tested them on all the key skills they studied throughout the course.

Synchronous Learning:
 Students gave their final Persuasive Presentations over the course of two weeks. These
presentations required them to integrate all the skills they learned in the previous 10
weeks of the course, including using body language, visuals, and the verbal message
effectively. Students chose a wide variety of topics, from whether it’s safe to hold the
Olympics in Tokyo to which Disney park is the best. As a bonus, students were allowed to
ask and answer questions, creating discussion periods that often lasted as long as the
speeches. Many students began their comments by first complimenting the presenter on
what they had done well - integrating movies, creating sophisticated sentences, and
presenting information clearly. (Pic:) Several students also chose to utilize Zoom features
to encourage class participation. They asked students to answer by writing on the
whiteboard and typing their ideas into the chat. 
In the final class, students discussed a small portion of JKF’s speech about going to the
moon as a way to tie in the themes and skills of the class with the idea that hard work
creates personal growth. Students then gave individual farewell speeches sharing their
memories of UIEP and what skills they gained.
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 Students took a
comprehensive final

that included
multiple choice,

listening, and essay
questions. This final

tested them on all
the key skills they

studied throughout
the course.

"I learned that giving a presentation is fun. Before taking this class, I wasn't very good
at giving presentations, but thanks to this class, I realized the joy of presentations."
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Synchronous Learning:
In the final weeks of American Studies 1, students reviewed what they
learned about the LGBTIQ community. They looked videos from the I'm from
Driftwood website where they were able to select a video where an LGBTIQ
community member shared their stories of coming out, resiliency, struggle,
and success. Students also worked together to create an overall course
review using Padlet where students were grouped together and asked to
each provide unique information on the Padlet. The Padlet was organized in
three columns and students were asked to contribute one unique insight,
fact or resource they engaged with on the topics of culture, history and
movements in the Native American, African American and LGBTIQ
communities of the United States. In the final week, students review their
padlets as a class and reflected on what they found most interesting,
insightful, challenging, and/or enlightening about the overall course. Each
student shared in the whole class zoom conversation.

Asynchronous Learning:
Students were asked to choose one video and complete an assignment that
asked them to describe the person that shared their story—discussing what
they learned about the person's sex, gender identity, and/or sexual
orientation. Students were asked to also identify one challenge and one
success in this person's life.  They also completed course evaluations and
had a Canvas test over course material for the semester. 

This class was little difficult
for me, because we have

learned technical issues with
technical words. However this

class helped me to understand,
how to say in English about
actual issues in America. I
think This class was most

difficult but also I learned a lot
and I'm really happy to

accomplish!
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Synchronous Learning:
During their final three weeks, students studied their Hip Hop and Rap Music and Culture
Unit and practiced vocabulary by engaging in fun and competitive vocabulary games,
strengthened reading comprehension by reading information from the lecture and
answering questions, and practiced discussion by talking about controversial lyrics in rap
and hip hop music. The students also practiced English reductions which allowed them to be
more familiar with the sounds of the American accent. Students watched two YouTube
videos about the history and origins of the genres. The two videos are called "The Birth of Hip
Hop" and "The History of Rap". The students used these videos to answer questions and to
write their answers in their notebooks. In the main room, the students volunteered their
answers and shared them with the whole class. Afterwards, the students were given a short
lecture over the controversies surrounding the lyrics and the culture of both genres, but
more specifically around rap. Rap culture has been known to be misogynistic and
homophobic. This lecture was meant to inform the students of what they might encounter
when listening to American rap music and reading its lyrics. The students were also taught
about the use of the N-Word in rap music and the controversies surrounding its use as well.

Asynchronous Learning:
The students posted an example song of their choosing on the Canvas
discussion board of rap and/or hip hop. They also wrote what the song was
about, when it say produced, and explained why they like the song. They
also responded to another classmate's post. Students also  filled out an
evaluation of the class, and did a final Canvas test evaluating what they've
learned over the last few weeks.  

"I think it will help
you to get used to
the culture after

you go to
America."

 

"This class was very interesting.
Because I like music. I learned

about American music very much."
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Synchronous Learning:
During the final three weeks, students in Functions class focused on travel and airport
language.   First, as a warm-up, students shared in breakout rooms about their travel
experiences as well as where they want to travel in the future, what concerns they have
about travel, and what excites them about travel.  Students learned vocabulary related to
accommodations, directions, sightseeing, health and safety, and general travel.  Important
grammar such as modals (need, must) and future tense were reviewed and practiced. 
 Students watched several conversation models on getting through an airport and checking
into a hotel before practicing situations in breakout rooms with classroom volunteers. 
 Students also learned about typical travel scams and how to avoid them.   Finally, in pairs or
small groups, students prepared PowerPoint presentations on selected travel locations,
highlighting some of the travel features like places to visit, things to do, and what to eat. 
 The PowerPoints were creative and informative and students enjoyed talking about places
they'd like to travel to in the future!    

Asynchronous Learning:
In preparation for the end of the cycle, students reviewed for the final test and final
conversation activity.   The final test was posted on Canvas during the last week of classes
and included listening to recorded statements and responding in various ways; other tasks
asked students to fill in the blanks in a conversation and write down statements or
questions that might be used at a specific point in a conversation, for example, to get the
conversation going or signal that they want to end it.  The final conversation activity, a
casual, small-talk conversation with a classmate, was conducted in the last class. 
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Synchronous Learning: 
In Weeks 11 and 12, the focus was on the students demonstrating their growth as leaders in
the class as they led the warm-ups; their increased ability in presentation skills with final
presentations on Changemakers or Sustainable Development Goals; and their speaking and
discussion skills with the last opportunities for discussions with their peers and with domestic
university students. Students also worked cooperatively to review class topics with the Final
Test review to prepare to take the Exam. The Changemaker Presentations were a highlight as
the students realized the power of young people to impact the world through the information
about Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, Raghunandan Raman, and others.  

Asynchronous Learning:
 In addition to preparing for and taking a Final test through Canvas, the Learning
Management System, students also watched videos about different parts of ecology and
participated in an online discussion forum about them. 

"By learning about global warming, I was able to
understand the current situation and causes, and began to
think about environmental problems. I was able to review
my life by knowing the problems of the earth. I decided to
take action by learning about change makers. I was able to
think about environmental issues and take action, and I
was able to grow."

I grew up in this class and changed my mindset. For example,
there is a growing willingness to work responsibly toward goals.
After learning about change makers, I also wanted to give
someone courage and make a positive impact. I think these
things will lead to my future and improve my future."

I hadn't given much thought to global issues, but now that I've
seen the concrete numbers, I can see the danger. I also feel
that the climate change in Japan is accelerating, with heavy
rainfall and high temperatures. I also learned that people as
young as me or younger than me are working on big problems,
and I wanted to do something about it. The class as a whole
made me feel more responsible."

"This class changed my mind about the earth and people.
I have come to be kind to the earth's environment, for
example, I try to reduce plastic waste. My way of thinking
about people has also changed."

Student voice:

https://www.youngchangemakersarchive.com/archive
https://www.conservation.org/nature-is-speaking
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CWU
The final class celebration for both sections included congratulatory speeches by the
program director, a student chosen by classmates, and several instructors.  Students
participated in a final fun Kahoot where they had to identify students from their
baby photos or from something that happened during the semester.  Next, students
watched a video with highlights from their online experience, followed by
presentations of certificates and special recognition for the 14 students with perfect
attendance.  Students completed the end of the program evaluation.  It was clear
that students were pleased with their online English classes and had many great
comments about everything they had learned and how much their confidence and
English ability had improved.

EWU
For the closing ceremonies, students were divided into breakout rooms and gave
speeches about their experience in UI Online. Many students reflected on how they
were nervous being in an only-English class, but grew comfortable speaking with
their classmates and teachers. One student mentioned how he hated English before
he began these classes, but came to really appreciate it and want to study more after
this experience. After speeches, students played a game of Scattergories and also
participated in a Zoom Scavenger Hunt. Finally, students were presented with their
certificates of completion of the program. At the end of class, many students were
reluctant to say goodbye and voiced how they enjoyed the experience and it helped
them build confidence in their English skills. 

WWU
Students, staff, and volunteers came together one last time to celebrate the
accomplishments of both UI sections.  After words from the program Director and
Curriculum Coordinator, several students shared their thoughts about their 13-week
experience.  One student commented that they felt they had really improved their
English skills and confidence and another was grateful for making new friends both
online and with WWU student volunteers.  Students were presented with certificates
of completion and eight students were recognized for perfect attendance.  Students
played a fun Kahoot game and this was followed by a special memory video with
images from the semester.  We ended class with our custom - sending hearts and
hopes of staying in touch and studying abroad someday.   

"It was easy to communicate and it
was a place to exchange opinions,

which led to improved motivation."
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It was very good. My English ability improved and it was a good experience.
The UI Online English Program was the best.
I was not interested in English before, but through this class, I came to like it.
It's so awesome!!!!!!! I want to study English harder and be able to speak English.
It was easy to communicate and it was a place to exchange opinions, which led to
improved motivation.
I love it. It was hard, so sometimes I thought that homeworks are too many, but now,
I think my English skills improved more than I imagined.
A great program with fresh and new experiences.
The teachers are very kind, so it was an environment where it was easy for me to
speak positively.

Overall, the UI Online English Program was … 

"I could learn TOEIC Tips, American culture,
American history and global issues. I had a lot

of chance that I say something, speach and
conversation. I made a lot of friends and met

nice teachers and volunteers."

"It was easy to give my opinion.
Teachers gave me a lot of opinions

about my opinion."

"It was great to be able to improve
my English. 

I was able to know not only
English but also various

information about the world. It
was a lot of fun."

"It was a great learning
opportunity, and it was very fun!!
My favorite class is global issues.

It is because I’m interested in
global issues. I learned a lot from

listening to the thoughts of
various peopleand people from

different countries. I learned that
there are many ideas. I was able to

be proactive in this class. I can
speak English more smoothly

than before. Thank you!!"


