
How to
Write an

Abstract
by the Writing Tutors

BAD EXAMPLE

GOOD EXAMPLE

•At SOURCE word limit (250)
•No quotes or sources
•No typos or grammar issues
•Formal language (They, His, Her) 
•Gives context to topic
•Works from general to specific
•Summarizes content of paper
•Consistent font style and size 
•Refers to artist by last name

•Over SOURCE word limit (300+)
•Uses sources and quotes 
•Typos in writting and names
•Informal language (I, My, You,
We)
•Context is missing/confusing
•Too vague or too specific
•Not written as a summary
•Change in font

An abstract summarizes the content of your
research paper and should be able to stand alone
from it. Typically, in an abstract, you’ll include the
context and topic, the question the research seeks
to answer, why and how the research answered
that question, and your results. 
Save quotes, statistics, and citations for the body
of your paper. Work with your faculty mentor for
writing feedback and direction, as well as clarity.


